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INTRODUCTION. 


of great weight and conſe- 


ECO and 
(ations, ſo we may venture to affirm 
hat within the laſt Two Ages, it 
hath made greater Alterations in theſe 
places of the World then the -Sword, 
ince the Importations of Gold and Sil- 
er, have in that time been capable of 
dvanceing the price of the Labour and 
nduſtry of the Tradeing Countrys in 
hriſtendom, and conſequently of all 
hings produced thereby, to at leaſt 
ight times what they were before the 
ear 1500, So that altho? the Denomi- 
ations be ſtill continued, yet the Eight 
ce of every Nation in Europe is vir- 
ally, and really reduced to one, in ſo far 

| * 2 as 


S Trade generally taken and 
| underſtood, hath always been 


( ( 
as not Recruited by hieb Supplys at 
leaſt of Seven from thoſe Indian 
Mines. | 
By this Negative or Comparative 
kind of Deſtruction, it is, that we ſee the 
Northern and ſeveral other Nations of 
Chriſtendom Waſted and Conſumed 
i proportion to theit Diſtance from, 
or want of Acceſs to this Fountain 
head; Some whereof Having ſuffered 
more by this meer Atraction of Gold 
and Silver, within this laſt TWO Hun- 
dred Years, then by all the weight and 
Impreſſion of Iron in thole and many 
Ages betore. 

But which is ſtill more, this conſum þ 
ing Evil, is fo far ftom having, near off v 
quite ſpent it ſelf, as ſome have weakly P 
and fondly imagined, that its ſtill capable ti 
of making, not only the like but much y 
greater Alterations in the World ther h 
- hitherto, a Demonſtration of which iE 
due and ſpeedy Care be not taken, we 

of theſe Nations may to our over greaff b 
Colt, and too dear bought Conviction 
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happen to have in a very little time. 3M a 
that Princes and States, are not now aff as 


formerly only obliged to promote T74 


ani 


| Dp | | 
Fand H4«ftry, for their Advantage, but 


even in their Defence, not only for their 
Benefit, but alſo of Neceſſity. 


This Nation hath felt more then its 


ſhare of the Effects of this Negative or 
Comparative kind of Deſtruction, but 
eſpecially ſince the Removal of the Seat 
of its Government, in the Lear 1603, 
For ſo far as we can at preſent Learn, in- 


ſtead of increafing in proportion to ſome 


of its Neighbours, altho the Denomina- 


tions may be ſome w hat advanced, nhath 
ſince that time really loſt above a third 
part of its People, and no leis then Six- 
teen in thirty of its other value about a 
Hundred Years ago, the Annual Medium, 


vhereof, may ha ve been above 150, ooo 
Pound Sterling of the preſent Denomina- 
tion, and above Three Thouſand People 
early, a great part of which dead loſs 
© hath been drawn to, and Centred in 
Eig land, as the Seat of our Government, 


Into this Condition hath this Nation 
been brought, by this looſe and Irre- 


g gular tye of the Union of the Crowns, 
S a {tate wherein we are not conſidered 


as Subjects, nor Allies, nor Friends, nor 
Enemies, but all of them, ouly when, 


Where 
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where, how, and how long our Task. 


Maſters pleaſes; To this we have been 
brought by that Ignis Fatuus, the Gay- | 


ety and Splendor of a Court, by the In- 


tatuation whereof the laſt Generation, | 


like Intoxicated Fiſhes and Birds in a 
maze, were not only brought to be ſick, 
but even to be, in love with their 
Diſeaſe. 

But however they have, or we may 
be ſtill taken with it, this is the Diſtem- 
per whereof, our late Treatments are 
ſo far from being Cauſes in themſelves, 
that they were only effects and ſymp- 
tomes of this, the which violent ſymp- 
tomes, how uneaſy ſoever to the Pati- 
ent for the time, yet have had this of Ad- 
vantage above others, that they have 
in ſome meaſure awakened and brought 


this Nation to a ſenſe of its Diſeaſe. 


And it muſt needs be confeſt that 
conſidering the Temper of this People, 
its truely ſtrange, that all the Diſadvan- 
tages they have layn under, and the 
Diſdainful and Diſreſpectful Uſage 
they have met with, for near an Age 
together, ſhould never be able to bring 
them to any tolerable ſenſe of their 
| Con- 
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Condition, till now at laſt their Task- 
Naſters came ſo very much to ex- 
ecd thoſe of Pharaoh, who altho* in- 
Need they would not allow the 1/7ael/ites 
traw for the making of their Bricks, 
Het do we not hear that ever they Pro- 
hibited their gathering of Stuble. 
Butits hoped this Extremity will now 
produce another, by proving the happy 
occaſion of convinceing them, as well as 
us, of the Injuſtice and Inequality of our 
Treatment, and how prejudicial it hath 
n, not only to the one, but to both 
Kingdoms, and conſequently of pro- 
duceing ſuchaF utureFriendſhip,as may 
be capable of Regaining in the nextAge, 
What hath been loſt, by the miſunder- 
ſtandings of this. 292 85 8 
In the mean time, the followin 
Fopoſals or Scheme, for the Future 
Ordering and Regulating the Home and 
Foreign Trade and for Refunding our 


Undian and African C ampam, is offered, 
that thereby this Kingdom, upon its own 
Fund and Bottom, may be put in a hope- 
ful way of Regaining its loſſes by the 
{Union of the Crowns, or at leaſt of bear. 
ing ſomewhat better up, againſt theſe 

0 two 


( » 
two Conſuming Evils, the Atraction of 
our Court, H not in a Foreign, at leaſt 
in another Country; and that of che 
Indian Mi nes. 

Wherein it bath been Carefully En- 
deavoured to offer nothing, that hath 
not firſt been Seriouſly and CO 
Weighed, Confidered and Compared 
with the Practice as well as the Reaſon, 
there being none of the 22 

— What, or at leaſt 
— ned enacntt 
— with good fuccels in one or. 

other of the Trading Nations of Europe 
as can be made appear, when there 
_=_ be occaſian. But altho? the þ, 
opoſals and Scheme be deſignad to 
be ' Comprehealive tarithe Trade ant 
Induſtry of this Kingdom, and have 
— . weighed and .cigefied, 
wet the ſame time hath nat thaffici- 
ently permited 10 inlarge upon dhe 
Reafops and \Obſervatrons, but a little 
more time may paſhbly produce an-. 
other Rdition Sib the Addition ofifur- 
ther Obſenvations and Reaſons. 
And as what 3s here preſanted, hah 
nat been meenly writan for Speculation | 

or 
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Lorch n Deſign either to Pleaſe oe 
Diſpleaſe for the preſent, but rather for 
Bufineſs or Future Practice, its ex ect 
that the Reader who thinks him- 
ſelf any way concerned, Will not en- 
ter upon the whole or any part, 
with prejudice or pfepoſſeſſions but 
will carefully and induſtriouſly Read 
and Compare the parts with one an- 
Y ſother, and with the whole, will conſi- 
baer the weight and conſequetice of the 
hings, 2nd beas willing and induſt- 

T ious in finding out Equivalents, and 
© [Expedients, as to make Objections 
v4 ince he may aſure himſelf, - that if 
leſs then what is here inſiſted on, 
0 ould have been thought ſufficient 
> 1 the End, leſs had been pro- 
1 poſed. 1 
a, The Number of Thitteen, whereof 
5 he Preſident and Councellors of Trade 
de ke Propoſed to Conſiſt, is only pitched 
ppon as ſuting beſt with the Conſtitu- 
ion and the Nature of the Choice, 
ur- pt herwiſe Seven cr Nine are found to 
ch Pe the moſt convenient Numbers, for 
in uch fort of Buſineſs, for altho” great 
ocieties be indeed very convenient to 


* * keep 


; 
* 
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keep a Ballance, and for an Aw and te 
Decorum to the Executive Power, yet 
are they by no means fit for it them- 
ſelves, as being alwayes too unwieldy 
and uncertain for a Management. 
And the main hazard in an Affair o 
this Nature, alwayes has been and ever 
will be, of a Raſh, Raw, Giddy andfp, 
Headleſs Direction, and of Loſſes, Em- 
bezlements and NegleQs, for which 
few will be the better, altho* manyſſſo 
may be the worſe, things in which itÞ; 
will not be eaſy to make Rules, at.dÞþe, 
much harder to cauſe them to be ob 
ſerved,. 1 m 

Wilful Fraud or Appearant Breachſre 
of Truſt, will not only be far morequr 
ey brought to Account, but much | 
harder to be Committed, ſince beſideꝗth 
that the Men, may juſtly be ſuppoſedfp] 
ſuch, as will be Known and Reſponfth 
ſible, their particular Truſts, will bd]ho 
but very Inconſiderable, ſince thqne 
Money they have from time to timeBlof 
will Naturally and of Courſe, be Comfla | 
mitted to the Cuſtody and Care of Fre 
Treaſurer or Caſhier, who may bjan 
ordered to give Security in proportionfim: 


c 


dito the weight of his Truſt, and the 
t Palary allowed. | 
1- So that it may be ſafely affirmed, that 
here a Peny ſhall be in danger by 
ilful Fraud or Bankrupſie of Coun- 
oifcellors of Trade, there will be at leaſt 
eren if nor Twenty, ſo by Ignorance, 
dEPreſumprion and Neglect, and if, one 
N-Enay judge by the practice every 
chwhere, Inſurance might ſooner be 
found at one per cent per Annum, for the 
lefirſt, then at Ten, perhaps then Twnty 
der cent for the laſt. 
b As thoſe who ſhall ripely conſider this 
matter, will eaſily find that ſuch a Di- 
rection ought not to be committed to an 
Funwieldy, but to an eaſy Society, to 
number of Men, not only ſpirited for 
their Work, but who ſhall wholly ap- 
ply and ſet themſelves apart to this very 
hing; ſo they will eafily apprehend 
Fhow dangerous and Deſtructive it muſt 
needs be, to admit thoſe, who inſtead 
of being aſſiſtant unto, may only prove 
a dead weight on the Induſtry of the 
Freſt, ſuch as will be apt to ta k much 
and do little, find many Faults, but 
mend none, in Fine who are either ſo 
1 + 2 Igno- 


Prov. 6. 
to 16. 


Ignorant and helpleſs, or ſo waved and 
Biaſed by their Paſſions prepoſſeſſions 
prejudices, Conceits and Humours, as 
at leaſt in Publick Affairs, to have more 
need of being Counſelled by, then to be 
Councellors to others. 

Rawneſs and Inexperience will by 
degrees wear off, and things will grow 
dayly eaſier to the capable and willing 
Mind, for Buſineſs makes Men, as well 
as Men makes Buſineſs, but theſe whole 
Heads are filled with preocupations 
and preſumptions, or have learned any 
thing wrong mult at leaſt be learned 
twice, before they can poſſibly came to 
underſtand aright, or to be fit for buſi- 
neſs ; ſince like Ssiomons Slugard, ſuchſe 
are commonly * wiſer in their onn 
Conceits then Seven Men that can render 
4 Reaſon. 

Not only the ordinary diſpatch, and 
courſe, but even the more extraordi- 
nary heavy and ſurpriſing Difficulties, 
and diſappointments in Buſineſs, doth 
contribute exceeding to the making, andi 
qualifying of Men, and as they are natu- 
rally the ahleſt and moſt vigorous Bodys, 
which meet with the molt, and ſtrong 

eſt 


0 

Eſt Exerciſes in their Youth, ſo the heſt 
Praveſt and moſt capable Spirits and 
Fenius's have ever been formed, and 
ultivated by Difficulties, and not 
baly the Spirits, of particular Men; 
gut likewiſe the greateſt and brav- 
{| Nations, and the moſt Noble 
gad Famous Deſigns that ever were, 
g Have been as it were begotten by neceſſi- 
ry, and raiſed from the depth of Diffi- 
ſe Kultys: We ſec that in times, and with 
nsMen who had a much more immediat 
Wand of theAlmighty upon them, even to 
uch as Jo/epb, Moſes, Gideon, David, and 

many others, the Exerciſe of Troubles 
Diſapointments and Afflictions were 
found to be indiſpenſably neceſſary. 

vun And as we need not doubt, but both 
the Succeſs and Genius of the Ro- 
s, and other Famous Nations have 
een chiefly owing to the nature vari 
and Exerciſes of their Difficulties; ſo 
e need not look Abroad for particu- 
lar inſtances, ſince our own Hiſtorys 
are ſo ample in this matter, whereby 
e may find, that all our greateſt Men 


s Heſt things, braveſt Actions, and happi- 
05 et times, have not only ſucceeded unto 
5 | £65 but 


but as it were ſprung out of ſome re- 
markable preceeding Difapointments, 
Difficultys, Calamitys, or Afflictions. 
 Butalrho* a Great and Capable Ge- 
nius, be a kind of Metal, that can} 
never be ſo well Tempered, as by, and 
in the Furnace of Affliction, yet the 
meaner and more Abjett ſort of Spirits, 
inſtead of being better, or further Im- 
ved, are rather the more Depreſt 
and Cruſht thereby, inſtead of grow- 
ing more Wiſe, Prudent, Patient, Con- 
ſtant , Careful, Diligent , Meck and 
Eaſy, in themelves and with others, they 
become more Hardned, Preſumptious, 
Conceited Raſh, Unthinking and Un- 
eaſy, or otherwiſe more Mean, Abject, 
Careleſs, Headleſs and Stupid. 

As not a few of theſe laſt Humours 
and Diſpoſitions, have Reigned in this 
Nation, for near an Age, ſo its hoped, 
our late Diſapointments and Difficul- 
ties, may now have ſuſficiently Awakned W 
and made us Senſible of our Condition, 
And that the many and various Exer- 
ciſes, we have lately met with, will have 
the better, and not the contrary effect, & 
prove only neceſſary AE: the 
etter 


| 
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Petter to fit the People of this Kingdom 
r ſome Glorious Succeſs to come, 
D Ballance their Spirits, to bring them 
>. Wo a due Decorum, and thus the better to 
n earn them, not to Diſpair in Adverſity, 
d Wor to Preſume in Proſperity. 
je That after a Lethargy of near an 
s, Wge, they will now be Effectually 
a- Mouſed up, and that on this occaſion, 
ſt Wheir Senſe and Genius, in matter of 
rade, ſhall be capable of mounting 
1- Womewhat higher then the aping a 
d Few of the Worſt, Meaneſt and moſt 
y Pernicious, ſhifts and Miſtakes of ſome 
s, Pf our Trading Neighbours, that contra- 
n- Fy wiſe, our hearts will be inlargod in pro- 
ortion to the weight and conſequence 
f what we have in hand, and the favour- 
ble occaſions that offer at Home and 
Abroad that our Maximes and principles 
In point of Trade, may beevery way as 
zaſonable and generous as were thoſe of 


ed He Romans in point of Empire, that the 
n, National Care, and Oeconomy hereby 
er- Propoſed, may be eſtabliſhed; that by 


he means thereof, we may have the Glo- 
Ty as well as the Comfort, of taking more 
are of the next Generation, then the 


laſt 


6 
laſt has done of us, and of puting our 
Country in a Way, of Regaming in the 
next Century, What it has loſt in this. 


Edinburgh Decen - 
ber 31ſt 1700. 


ERRATA. 


P. 8 line 16 and 28 for bear read beer, 

* . 15 l. 13 r. behalf, 2. 25 l. 27 dele 
to the, p. 34 J. 25 dele to, p. 43 l. 6 deli 
that it, 7. 44 /. 16 r. thoſe, 65 52 l. 10 
f. then . as, p. 82 /. 14 r. for each, 5. 
92 J. 21 f. for r. of, p. 97 4. 3 adele is p. 99 
J. 7 and 8 r. Reckoning ten, p. 162 J. 
27 f. even r. likewiſe, p. 167 J. 17 J. li- 
able 7. able, p. 183 J. 6 dele yet, p. 184 
4. 10. after we r. have, p. 192. J. 1. a 
after of, p. 193 J. 10 r. over - warm, p. 
194 J. 27. Men r. Man. an 
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PROPOSALS, 
AND 
REASONS, 


4 = FOR 


TLonſtituting a Council of Trade. 


7 Ince upon due Conſideration, it ren: 
will be found impoſſible to put — | 
TY the Home and Forreign Indu- 


i ſtry of this Kingdom, upon 
4 ſolid or ſteady foot of future Improve- 
a nent; by any other Means, than a 
p. National Council of Trade, adapted to 
his very thing, and who may be 
loathed with Power and Means, pro- 
portionable to the greatneſs of the 
ork. 1t is therefore propoſed. 


A J t. That 


Article 


O21) | | 
1, That a Council of Trade, and} 
Court-Merchant, conſiſting of a Pre- 


ident, to beannually appointed by His 


Ma jeſty; and of twelve Councellors, N 
three whereof, to be choſen by the 
Eſtate of Nsbi/ity, three by ihe Eſtate of 
Barons, Three by the Eſtate of Bur- 
roug hs, and Three by the Council-Gene- 
ral ot the Indian and African Company, It 
may be conſtituted by Parliament. 

2. That only ſuch of the Nobility, 
Barons, and Burroughs, as are, or ſhall 
be Members of Parliament, and cap 
able to fit in Parliament; may be qua- 
lified to Vote or have Suffrage in Ele- 
ctions of Councellors of Trade: And 
that in the Intetvalls between the Diſſo- 
lution of one Parliament, and the Ble- 
Ron of another. The Members of the 
preceeding Parliament, may allways 
be the EleQors. ; 25; KO 
3 That the major part of the reſpe- 
tive Eſtates of Nobility, Barons, Bur- 
roxghs, and of the Council-General of 
the Indian and African Company, (and 
not fewer) may make a Quorum at the 
firſt, and every ſuch Election: And that 
no abſent Votes may be admitted. 

| 4. That 
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5 
4 That the ſaid reſpective Claſſes or 


olledges of Election, may not at any 
ime chooſe one of their number, to be 
ouncellor of Trade; unleſs two Thirds 
it leaſt of the Electors do concur in the 
hoice; but that otherwiſe the ſeveral 
Elections may be made by majority of 
otes, to be taken by Scroll and Scru- 
iny. 
5 That no Preſident of the Council 
of Trade, may continue ſuch for longer 
han a year: And that one in every 
Three of the Councellors of Trade, may 
be annualy left out and others choſen in 
their place and room by their reſpective 
Conſtituents, the Dayes and Place of 
Meeting to be appointed by the Council 
of Trade : And that fuch Vacancies as 
may happen in the {aid Cozucil of Trade 
by Death, or other means - may like- 
wiſe be filled up by their Reſpective 
Conſtituents from time to time. 

6 That it may be {tricity recommen- 
ded, and enjoined by His Majeſty, and 
the Eſtates of Parliament, that the per- 
ſons who ſhall be nominated or choſen 
for Preſident, and Councellors of Trade 
ſrom time to time, may be Men of Truth, 
A 2 Courage, 


Courage, and of known and approve 
Integrity, and good Morals, nvt cove 
tous mean Spirited, or of narrow Diſpe 
ſitions, but endued with a reaſonab| 
meaſure of Underſtanding and largeneſ 
of Heart, without which no Man eve 
yet was or indeed poſſibly can be { 
much as tollerably fit for a publick Im 
ployment or Truſt. And that they ma 
likewiſe be ſuch as fundamentaly, a 
leaſt underſtand Arithmertick and A. 
compts; and who have an Inclinatior 
and genius, for the knowledge and ſtu 
dy of matters relating to Trade, and im 
provements and who are unwearicd ii 
their induſtry and application. 

7 That, any ſix of the Council o 
Trade, together with their Preſident 
may make a Quorum or that Eight « 
the Council may make a Quorum with 
out him: Wherein they {hall proceed b 
majority of Votes,and the Preſident ſhal 
only have a caſting Vote. 

8 That the Preſident, and Councellor 
of Trade, nor any of them tor the time 
they are ſuch may be capable of holding 
any place of Profite or Truſt in the Go- 
vernment; nor of receiving any Penſion, 
Gift, 


ah. dl a 
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(5) 
Gift, or Honour off His Majeſty ; but 
that their time and thoughts may be 
wholly imployed and taken up as Coun- 
cellors of I rade ; without having or be- 
ing cap«ble of any other office, place 
or dependance whatſoever. 

9 I hatthe Preſident and Council of 
Trade, may be Accountable for their 
Receipts, Paymentsand all their other 
proceedings from time to time, to His 
Majeſty and the Eſtates of Parliament; 
wherein if they or any of them ſhall be 
found guilty of wilful Injuſtice, Fraud, 
or apparent breach of Truſt, or of wil 
ful Imbezling Miſapplying or Divert- 
ing any part of the Moneys or Natio- 
nal Fund, intruſted with them ; That 
the Offender or Offenders therein, my 
Forefeit Triple the Sum or Sums ſo miſ- 
applyed or diverted, and become for 
ever after Incapable of proſecuting any 
ſuit of Law, or of being Tutor or Cu- 
rator to any Child; or an Executor or 
Adminiſtrator, or to receive any Le- 
4 gacy or Gift, or to make any Diſpoſi- 
tion, laſt will or Teſtament, or to hold 
any office or place of truſt or profite, in 
this Kingdom: And that his 9 

0 


| (6) 
will be pleaſed graciouſly, to conde- 
ſcend, and conſent, that no part of this 
puniſhment may be pardoned, or re- 
mitted by his Majeſty, his heirs or ſuc- 
ceflors, without advice and conſent o 
Parliament, 


10. That before they enter upon 
their reſpective truſts or Adminiſtrati- 


on, the Preſident and Councellors of Trade, 


P,Opoſil 2. 
of the Fund 
of theCoun 
eil of Trade. 


\ 


oo 


Article 


may be oblieged to take the Oath of 
Allegiance, and a Solemn Oath for the 
juſt, due, dilligent and faithful Diſ- 
charge, of their reſpective duties and 
Truſts. 

2. The more effectually to enable the 
Council of Trade to recover, retrieve, 
promote and carry on the Home and 
Forreign Trade of this Kingdom. 

* duty of one Fortieth part 
of the value of all Lands, Rents, Hou- 


ſes, Money goods or effects whatſoever, 


that any one ſhall ſucceed unto by Law, 
proviſion, Teſtament or otherwiſe, 
Lands and Rents, to be reckoned at 


Twenty Years purchaſe, Houſes and 


other things in proportion to the repairs, 


riſques damages by Fire and other de- 


falcations, may be granted to the faid 


Council 
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( 
Council of Trade, or and dureing the 
Terme of Twenty Years. 

2. That there be likewiſe granted to 
the ſaid Council of Trade, one Fortieth 
part of the price or value of all Lands, 
Rents, Houſes, or Ships, fold or ahe- 
nated; And.likewiſe of all other effets 
that ſhall be ſold by publick Roupe in 
this Kingdom for the faid term of 
x | 1 wenty Years. | { 
e 3- That there be alſo a duty of one 
- Fortieth part of the value of all Manufa- 
4 Aures to be made in this Kingdom; As 

likewiſe ofall Fiſh ſalted or Cured payed 
e ¶ to the ſaid Council of Trace in conſidera- 
e, tion of their Mark, Seal or other appro- 
d bation to the goodneſs and ſufficiency 

thereof, for and dureing the ſaid Term 
rt of Twenty Lears. 
i- | 4. That the late Biſhops Lands, 
r, Rents and incomes, the General Poſt- 
y, | Office, the Waſt Lands and caſual reve- 
2, nues ofthe Crown, together withall 
it Fines, Forefeitures and penalties, ac- 
d cruing to his Majeſty his heirs and Suc- 
s, Jceſſors, be alſo granted to the ſaid 
e- ¶ Council of Trade for the ſaid Term of 
d Twenty Years. | x 2] 

: | 7. That 


(8) 

5. That one Twentieth part of the 
grounds of, or Sumes ſued for in all Pro- Þ 
ceſſes or Suites of Law; or the value 
where the ſame {hall not be in Money 
be, by the party or parties who {hall be 
found lyable in expences, payed to 
the ſaid Council of Trade for the ſaid 
Term of Twenty Years. 
6. That all Gifts, Charities, and 
Morrtifications already given, or to be 
given, and appropriated to the Poor, 
or for Charitable uſes, be for ever here- 
after received, {uperviſed, ordered and 
applyed by the Council of Trade. 

7. That one Tenth part of all Wheat, 
Rye, Peaſe, Barley, Bear, Malt, and 
Oats conſumed within this Kingdom, 
be likewiſe allowed to the ſaid Council 
of Trade, for the Term of Twenty 
Years ; But that it be alwayes at the 
Election of the parties concerned, to 
give and pay the ſaid Tenths in good 
and ſufficient Corn of the ſeveral ſorts 
Reſpectively, or as an equivalent to pay 
the following Rates in Money. That 
is to ſay, Wheat at the rate of Thirty IL 
pence ſterling per Boll, Rye and Peaſe if 
at Ejghteen, Barley, Bear and Malt at U 
11 Fifteen, 
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teen, and Oats at Jen pexce ſterling per 
Boll. | 
8. That the faid Duties on Corn 
nay be Collected at the Reſpective Kills 
nd Mills of this Kingdom, at the Ele- 
tion of the Councilof Trade, and that all 
perſons may be obliged to bring their 
orn. that is to be made in Meal or Malt 
o the publick Kills and Mills, or other- 
ayes compound for having the ſame 
ground at home by Hand-Mills or other- 
vays at the Diſcretion of the faid Coun- 
il of Irade; and that Deduftion or Al- 
owance for this Tenth Share or Duty, 
ay be made to all perſons, who are o- 
bliged to pay Corn, after the ſame ſhall 
be mae into Meal or Malt by former 
Ontract. 
9. That over and above the ſaid Du- 
ies, Impoſitions, Gifts and Incomes, 
the Ward-holdings belonging to His 
Majeſty, may be veſted in the ſaid 
Council of Trade, to be by them, Sold to 
the beſt advantage, and the Sums raiſed 
thereby added to the before mentioned 
Durys, provided always, that che Re- 
ſpective vaſſals may have the præemp- 
tlon. 
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10. That a Sum not exceeding the 
Sum of Ten Hundred Thouſand Pound. 
ſterling, may, by way of Anticipation, 
be taken up and borrowed by the ſaid 
Council of Trade, upon the Credit and 
Security of the ſaid ſeveral Funds. 

11. That this Fund, or any Obliga 
tions, Aſſignements or Anticipations 
rhereupon, may not be lyable to any 
Confiſcation, Seizure, Forfeiture, At 
tachment, Arreſt Reſtraint or Prohi- 
bition for or by reaſon of any Imbargoe, 
breach of the Peace, Letters of Mark, 
or Reprizal, or Declaration of War 
with any Forreign Prince, Potentat or 
State, or upon any other account or pre. 
tence Whatſoever. | 


—_— 


That the faid Fund to be granted 
to the Council of Trade be ordered and 
applyed in the following manner. 

/t. That the Sum of Four Hun- 
dred Thouſand Pounds Sterling part 
of the ſaid Fund be given, allowed 
and appropriated, to promote and carry 
on the Forreign Trade of this King- 
dom, in the following manner. That 
in the firſt place, So much thereof, as 


E 
be given and applyed to repay the Pr 
Prietors of the Indian and African-Compa- 
„ the Sum they have Advanced, Loft 
and Expended in proſecuting their De- 
igns of Forreign Trade, and that the 
emainder of the ſaid Sum of Four Hun- 
dred Thouſand Pounds Sterling be ad- 
ded, and put in to the Joynt-Stock and 
apital Fund of the ſaid African and In- 
Fiu, Company for the uſe, and at the Diſ- 
poſal of the Council of Trade, but under 
he Management and Direction of the 
ourt of Directors, and the care and in- 
ſpection of the Council- General of the 
ſaid Company. | 
2. That the Proprietors of the ſaid In- 
dian and African Company,or any of them. 
from a Day to be appointed, have Liber- 
ty on demand, to withdraw or receive 
back their principal Money, out of the 
ſaid Joynt - Stock upon their Aſſignment, 
or Transferring their Right to the Ceun- 
ct! of Trade, or their Appointment ; So 
Mas the principal Money payed in by 
particular Proprietors in the Capital 
Fund of the ſaid Company, may from 
tbenceforeward be at, and upon the 
nue of the 4 And only _ 
2 0 
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of the Intereſt or forbearance at that of 
the particuler Proprietors thereof ; But 
ſo as it be alwayes underſtood, that the 
Stock which ſhall once belong unto, or 
be Transferred to the Council of I rade, 
may not from thenceforeward be Re- 
transferred, or alienated tothe firſt Pro. 
prietors, or any other: But remain as 
part of the National Fund veſted in the 
{aid Cauncil of Trade, as the Truſtees 
thereof. 

3. That a Sum of Four Thouſand 
two hundred Pounds ſterl. per annam 
other part of the {aid Fund, in the hand 
and management of the Council of Trade, 
be fer apart and appropriated for Sal. 
larys tothe Preſident, and rhe reſt of the 
Members of the ſaid Council of Trade, 
at the rate of Six Hundred Pounds ter. 
ling per annum, for the Preſident, and 
Three Hundred Pound fterling per Man 
for the reſt of the Councellors, over and 
above their Travelling Charges, Poſtage 

of Letters, and ſuch like Expences; But 
that the ſame be only allowed them in 
proportion to their attendance, and the 
part of the Sallarys belonging to the Ab- 
ſentees to be alwayes divided _— 
thoſe 
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thoſe who ſhall be ſins and attend- 
ing. Provided nevertheleſs that the 
Council! of Trade may from time to time 
Fine, or otherwayes proceed againſt 
any of their Members for Non-atten- 
dance as they ſhall ſee Cauſe, over and 
above the ftoping and dividing his or 
their Sallarys for every default. 

4. That the Council of Trade may lik- 
wayes, out ofthe Fund in their Hands, 
pay the Expences of the Reſpective 
Electors of the ſaid Council, at their ſe- 
veral yearly Meetings, for that purpoſe, 
at the rate of Twelve pence ſterl. per 
Mile, foreward, and backward, from 
and tothe places of their abode, to all 
ſuch of them as ſhall have their dwell- 
ings above T weary Miles from the City 
of Edinburgh, or place of Meeting; and 
likewiſe Ten Shillings ſterling per Man 
per Day, to every one of the Electors 
for not above Six Dayes to be allowed 
for any one Election. 

13 the Sum of Two T 3 

unds ſterli Aunum ma „ by 
5 — * Indian — African 
Company, beſtowed upon Allowances 
for the Attendanc of their Caurts of Di- 


rectors 


( 14 ) 

Direftors, Council- General and Commit- 
tees, over and above their Travelling 
Charges, Poſtage of Letters, and ſuch 
like Expences: And that ſuch atten- 
dance may be the more regular, and 
the Company the better, and the more 
diligently ſerved; The Council General 
of the ſaid Company ſhall, and may re- 
duce the preſent number of the Court 
of Directors to that of Twenty ; But 
the number of the Members of the Coun- 
cil General, may ſtill remain at that of 
Forty to be Choſen equally by the Per- 
ſons or Parties concerned in the Fund; 
In which the Council of Trade to Chuſe 
in proportion to the National Stock 
they repreſent from time to time, and 
that one in every Four of the Directors 
may be left out Learly, and others cho- 
ſen in their place, and ſtead by the ſaid 
Council. General. And that the Court of 
Directors, or Council. General be like- 
wayes Impowered to Fine, or other- 
wayes proceed againſt any of their 
Members, beſides the ſtoping and di- 
viding their Reſpective Allowances in 
proportion. totheir Non-attendance. 

6. That tlie remainder of the _ 
C thnñat 
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that ſhall or may ariſe by the ſaid: 
ſeveral Funds, whether the {ame ſhall 
come by Anticipation or otherwiſe, 


be applyed and employed by the Coun- 


the 
1ſt. That the ſaid Council by the 


cl 4 Trade agreeable and purſuant to g , 
ollowing Powers and Inſtructions. Cen 


powers and 
| 


ntttuctions 


name of the Council of Trade of the _ 


King dom olScotland, may have the 
Powers, Immunities and Priviledges of 
a Body Politique and Corporat with 
perpetual ſucceſſion, have a common 
Seal, and for and on half of this King- 
dom, power to purchaſe and alienate 
Lands, Tenements, and other Goods 
or Effects whatſoever to Adminiſter 
Oaths, and to do and execute every thing 
that to a Body Politique or Corporat, 
doth or ought to belong. And likewiſe 
to have and Execute all the Powers of 
Admirality, and ofa Court-Merchant of 
this Kingdom, and by themſelves or o- 
thers deputed by them, to hear and deter- 
mine all Cauſes and Things relating to 
Trade, or of the Sea, between the Kings 
Majeſty,HisHeirs andSucceflors,and the 
Marchants or Mariners, and alſo be- 
tween or relating to Merchants or Mari- 

ners 


Council of 
Trade. 


Atticle 1ſt. 
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ners; And to Judge therein by the 


Law-Merchant, and that of the Sea, as 
known and practiſed in the moſt con i 


fiderable Trading-Countreys, and Citys iſ 


of Chriſtendom; And that no other Court 
or Council of this Nation may for the 


Future, have power to Judge or take fi 


Cogniſcance of Matters of or relating to 
Trade, or of the Sea. 

2. To have power,under their Seal to 
delegat and appoint fuch other Per- 
ſon or Perſons as they ſee meet to 
Judge and determine in matters and 
things of or relating to Trade, and the 
Sea in any of the ports or places in this 
Kingdom, provided alwayes that an 

Appeal may lye to the ſaid Council of 
Trade, or Court-Merchant in all Cau- 
ſes, where the matter in queſtion ſhall 
be of the value of One Hundred Pounds 
Ferling or — To appoint, re- 
gulat, and ſettle the Fees of Ad vocats, 
Clerks, or other Officers belonging to 
things in their Jurisdiftion, and gene- 
rally to have all the Priviledges and 
Powers of a Court of Judicature and 
Record of this Kingdom. 

3. That the Council of Trade may be 
- Impow- 
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Impowred to purchaſe or build Work: 
houſes; And likewiſe to purchaſe 2nd 
procure all other Means and Materials 
tor Imploying,Releiving and Maintain- 
ng the Poor, and for Encouraging, pro- 
oting and encreaſing the Manufacto- 
ries and Fiſheries of this Kingdom, to 
Build and Ere& Granarys for the well- 
keeping Stores and Quantities of Corn 
in all ſuch places of this Kingdom, as 
hey ſhall Judge neceſſary; And from 
ime to time to buy up, and keepat a re- 
gular rate, the ſeveral growths and Ma- 
nufactures of this Kingdom, ſo as the 
Poor in particular may not be impoſed 
upon nor oppreſt by extream Cheap- 
neſs, or want of Money for their Work 
on the one Hand, nor the Nation in ge- 
neral by extream Dearth on the other. 
4. To have power to add unto or 
allow Ten per cent, or {uch other pro- 
portion as they ſhall ſee juſt and need- 
ful to the Joynt-Stocks of all Companys 
or Societies for Manufactures, and to 
all Ships, Equipages and Veſſels im- 
ployed or to be imployed in the Fiſh · 
ings of this Kingdom without expeQa- 
tion of Intereſt * dividend; * to 
| have 


r 

have ſecurity for repayment of the = 
cipal Money, when the Reſpective 
Parties concerned ſhall divide or with- 
draw ſuch Joynt-Stocks,or ſhall ceaſe ani 
more to employ ſuchShrp or Ships Veſſe 
or Veſſels in the Fiſheries, & generally, to 
give and grant fuch other Encourage 
ments Gratuitys, and Rewards, as they 
ſhall think requiſite for,and towards the 
promoting or enlarging the 'Trade and 
Induſtry of this Kingdom. 

5. That the faid Council of Trade, 
may not only be the General Receivers, 
and Applyers of the Charity of this 
Kingdom, but that they may alfo give, 
grant and beftow ſuch Charitable Gift ii 
and Allowances, as they ſhall ſee needfulſſa 
from time to time. That they may ber 
impowered to correct and repreſs Nu- 
ſances to make, Erect, Regulat, Mend, 
Repair or maintain High- ways, Streets, 
Bridges, Harbours, Docks and Wharf 
for Shipping, Boats, or Veſſels, or any 
other Publick Works or Conveniences 
whatſoever. 

6 That it be declared, That the Cr: 
minal Judges have power to change the 
puniſhment of Death in cafes of Theſt, 


10 


| (a 
in · o the payment of Fourfold, one half 
Veto the party injured,and the other to the 


th Nouncil of Trade, and to be condemn» 
ny d to hard Labour for the ſpace of Three 
ſſe 


ears; or other ways, if he, ſhe or they 
ave not to ſatiſfie for the Theft, that 
hen and in proportion, to the nature 
pf the Crime or Damage done, ſuch 
hief or Thieves may be further con- 
lemned to hard Labour for any time 
ot exceeding Six Yearsmore, and dur- 
ing either or both theſe Termes to be 
nder the direction, and at the diſpoſal 
f the Council of Trade. | 

7. That all Bribery, Cheating or de- 
ſigned Cheating wilfull Banckrupſie, 
lfulfand fraud may be Tryed, Judged, and 
be Determined by the Council of Trade, 
Ju: and by them be puniſhed as Theft ; But 


mons, or demand a Debtor, {hall juſt- 
ly and faithfully deliver and affign over 
NY Ito the uſe of his, or her Creditor, or 
ces I Creditors, all his or her Eſtate, Goods, 
Effects, Books, Papers and Accompts, 
r and that if it does appear, that ſuch De- 
the I bitor, hath or doth deſign to be Juſt 
it, ¶ nd Honeſt to the beſt of his or her pow - 
to C. 2 an, - 


that contrarywiſe, if upon Legal Sum- 
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er, ſuch Debtor may AR the Council 
of Trade, be from thence foreward diſ- 
charged from Impriſonment, or other 

Perſonal Confinement. | 
8. That the Council of Trade may 
likewiſe have power, to ſeize and com- 
pell, all ſuch perſons as ſhall be found 
Begging, and under the Age of Twen. 
ty Years, to Work until they ſhall come 
to be of the Age of Twenty Three 
Years, and all ſuch as ſhall be of the 
Age of Twenty Years or upwards, for 
the ſpace of Three Years, and all ſorts 
of Vagabonds, or Idle Perſons for 
reaſonable proportion of time,according 
tothe nature of their ſeveral offences; 
and thatall ſuch perſons as ſhall ſtand 
condemned or compelled to Work at 
the publick Works, may by the Coun 
cil of Trade be imployed at Home or A 
broad, by Sea or by Land, or their per 
ſons and Services may be transferred 
Aſſigned or Diſpoſed of to others, at the 
diſcretion of the ſaid Council of Trade 
9. That they may be ſpecially im 
powered to regulat and reduce to an E. 
quality, all Weights and Meaſures; And 
likewiſe to puniſh all Frauds and 
Cheats 
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Cheats therein, or 10 making up, 
or Vending the Grow ths, Manufactures, 
or Fiſhings of this Kingdom : And like- 
wayes to oblige the parties concerned, 
to pay the Fortieth part of the value 


for Regulation, and if need be to take 


the Councils Mark or Seal upon ſuch 


en Goods and Commodities, upon Forfei- 


ture of ſuch Commodities, and the va- 
lue thereof, the one half to the Infor- 
mer; and the other to the Council of 
Trade; and that they alſo may be im- 
powered to allow a ſhare of not ex- 
ceeding one Moity, of the Fines, For- 
feitures and Penall ys, to all other In- 


formers in any caſe or caſes whatſoe- 


ver. 

10. That the ſaid Council of Trade 
may have full power to take off, and 
publickly diſpence with all ſuch re- 
ſtraints and prohibitions, Monopolys, 
Præemptions or Excluſions, whether 
made, impoſed or granted by Act of Par- 
liament or otherwiſe, as they ſhall from 
time to time judge prejudicial to the im- 
provement or progreſs of the Trade 
or Induſtry of this Kingdom, alwayes 
giving juſt and reaſonable ſatisfaction 

to 


(£875). 

to the perſons or Societies intereſted or 
concerned as the caſe ſhall require. 
11. To have power to lay on, impo- 
{e, collect and receive ſuch Datys and 

ſitions, as they ſhall fee meet, upon 
all ſuch forreign Fiſhing Ships, Boats 
or Veſſels, as ſhall from time to time, 
come to an Anchor in any of the Creeks, 
Bays, Harbours or places in this King 
dom, or the Iſlands thereunto belong- 
ing. 
i . To be Impowered to nominate 
and appoint Conſuls, Reſidents, or A. 
gents, to reſide in any ſuch Forreign Ci- 
tys or Nations, as they may judge meet 
and convenient: And that by the Ad- 
vice, and at the Requeſt of the ſaid 
Council of Trade, His Majeſty, His 
Heirs and Succeſlors, will from time to 
time be pleaſed graciouſly to grant ſute- 
able Commiſſions and Inſtructions, to 
ſuch Conſuls, Reſidents, or Agents: 
And that they may have all the Powers, 
Priveledges, and Advantages, which are 
uſually allowed to Conſuls, Reſidents, 
or Agents, of other Nations. 
.- 'I3. That all Forreigners who are 
Proteſtants, and all Merchants or o- 
V1 thers 
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thers of the Jewiſh-Nation, who ſhall 
come to inhabite in this Kingdom, u- 
pon their taking the Oath of Allegi- 
ance; or up on Scruple of taking oſ 
Oaths, their making an equivalent 
Declaration, to be true and faithful to 
His Majeſty His Heirs and Succeſſors 
before the Council of Trade, or ſuch as 
ſhall be deputed by them; and their 
Payment ofthe Sum of Twenty Shillings 
Sterling, to have the fame recorded ; 
may have Liberty to purchaſe Lands, 
Rents, or Hereditaments, and enjoy all 
other Priveledges, of His Majeſties na- 
tural born Subjects: And hkewiſe for 
their further Encouragement, that they 
may befree, of all all manner of Taxes, 
for the firſt ſeven Years of their abode 
in this Nation: And that the Council 
of Trade may be Impowered to grant 
and allow reafonable and - convenient 
Stipends to all fuch foreign Proteſtant 
Minifters, as ſhall come to have a Con- 
gregation, to which Twenty or more 


Adult Perſons {hall or may belong; 


provided nevertheleſs, that none of the 
faid Forreigners ſo naturalized, may 
ſettle to inhabite in any of the —_ 

ut 
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but only upon the main Continent of 
this Kingdom, without expreſs licence 
and Permiſſion of the Council of Trade. 

14. That the Coy nage of Gold and 
Silver, at His Majeſties Mint, may for 
the future be free, and without any, 
maner of abatement Expence or al- 
lowance by, or from the Proprietors 
thereof: And that all ſuch Moneys as 
are now current, and in weight, fine- 
neſs or both under the Standard of this 
Kingdom, may be called in and recoyn- 
ed; and that no moneys may from 
henceforward be current in this Kin * 
dom; but as correſpondent to the oy x 
ard thereof, in weight and fineneſs; If 
and that the weight fineneſs or Deno- Ti 

minations, of the Money of this J 
Kingdom may not hereafter be al- I x 
tered without advice and Conſent of 
Parliament: And that the General Di- 
rection and Inſpection of the Mint, 
may be committed to the Council of 

Trade. 
15. That no Mine or Mineral in this 
Kingdom, may be accounted a royal 1 
Mine unleſs there be plainly a much 
greater value of Gold or Silver to be 
ex- 
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xtracted therfrom, then of any 
other metal, and that only a Tenth 
part of the Royal Mines, may for 
he future, go to and belong to 
His Majeſty, His Heirs and Succeſſors, 
and the reſt ro belong and remain to 
the Proprietor or Proprietors, of the 
oil, and that the Improvement of the 
lines and Minerals of this Kingdom 
be in a particular manner recommended 
to the care and inſpection of the Coun- 
t- Wcil of Trade. 
ny 16. That the Council of Trade may 
have power to take intotheir Service, 
and pay all ſuch Officers and Servants,as 
' they ſhall, and may from time to time 
Judge needful, and to make and execute 
all neceſſary Rules Orders and Or- 
p dinances, for the better ordering 
and management of all ſuch Perſons 
and things as {hall be in, or ſubject to 
„their Service, Pay, Care, Truſt or Di- 
f | reQtion. 

17. That they may from time to 
time think, and conſider of all ſuch 
Laws, Cuſtoms, Orders and Uſages, 
as they may judge prejudicial to the 
to the Trade and Induſtry of this Nati- 
p D .-- 
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on : Together with ſuch Propoſals and 
Regulations, as they ſhall think may 
be advantageous thereunto, and Report 
the ſame, as well as their other proceed- 
ings, and progreſs to His Majeſty, and 
the Eſtates of this Kingdom, as their 
Conſtituents at every Meeting of Par- 
lament. 

And ſince in order to the making way 
for the growth of Trade and the pro- 
greſs of the Induſtry of this Kingdom, 

Propoſa ; It will be abſolutely neceſſary, that the 

oicutoms weight of the preſent Duties and Im- 

tions en Poſitions on Forreign Trade, ſhould be 

Tad partly removed, and partly other wiſe 
diſpoſed and regulated. In order to 
Which it is Propoſed. 

Anicle ff. That all manner of Duties or Im- 
poſitions on Growths, Products, Goods 
or other Merchandizes to be exported 
from any the ports or places of this King- 
dom, may be taken off, excepting one 
per cent. of the value, by the name 0 
Entry-Money only. 

2. That all ſuch growths and pro- 
ducts of other Countrys as are and ſhall 
be proper to be Manufactured or Milior- 
ated in this Kingdom, may be _ 

Ms 
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Imported without paying any duty, ex- 
cepting only one per cent of the value by 
the name of entry-Money. 

3. Thatthe preſent dutys and Impo- 
ſitions on all manner of Forreign Li- 
quors and Commodities not fit to be 
Manufactured or Meliorated inthisKing- 
dom, among which Sugar and Tobacco 
o be reckoned, may be doubled; But 
in order to lay the ſame as much as po- 
ſible by way of Exciſe or upon the 
onſumption, and as litle upon the Meer- 
hant and Navigation as may be that 
nere may be a term of Twelve Moneths 
it leaſt given to the Merchants or other 
Importers, who ſtall give ſecurity for the 
aymentofthe duty or the Exportation 

ereof within the limited Term, al- 

ayes allowing and paying on per cent 
the value by the name of entry-Mo- 
ley. | 
4 That a diſcompt at the rate of Ten 
cent per annum may be allowed tothe 
erchants or other Importers who ſhall 
ay in the duty for goods Imported be- 
bre it ſhall become due deducting, al- 
vays one per cent of the value by the 
me oſentry. Money ; 
=| D 2 5. That 


( 28) 


5. That, excepting only the afore. 


ſaid dutys, the Trade, Navigation, Ship 


ing and Fiſhings of this Nation, may be 


diſcharged of, and be for ever free of al 
manner of dutys and Impoſitions due 
and payable to his Majeſty, his heirs and 
Succeſſors or any other whatſoever; pro 
vided always that the Council of Trad 
may from time to time, ſettle regulate 
and appoint all ſuch rates as Ships 0 


veſſels ſhall pay for light Houſes and 


pilotage; And likewiſe appoint and 
ſettle all fuch rates as ſhall be payed for 
wharfage or otherShoar-dues in the ſe- 


veral places of this Kingdom. 


Propoſil 6. 
on the Pto- 
tection, of 
Foria gn 
Trade. 


6. That the preſent Farm or Tack 
of the Cuſtoms be broken, and that the 
{aid Impoſitions of Forreign Exciſc 
and entry-Money ; may never herafter 
be leaſed out, or let to Farm; Without 
the advice and conſent of Parliament, 

And wheras it has ever been the 
practice of the beſt regnlated and moſt 
conſiderable Trading Nations to grant 
the dutys upon Exportations and Im- 


portations, Shiping and Navigation, 


only in Conſideration and towards the 
protection of Forreign "Trade. And 
5 ſince 


(9) 
ſince by this Unica-of the Crowns, and 
therwith the removal of the Imperial 
ſeat of the Government, this Kingdom, 
hath been, and ſtill continues to be, de- 
prived of it's ſtrength at Sea, and other 
ordinary means of protecting and ſup- 
porting the trade and navigation therof. 
Wherefore and for the more effectual ſe- 
curing of the Trade and Induſtry of this 
Nation from prejudices and diſcourage- 
ments from Forreigners and Forreign in- 
fluence in time to come, it is propoſed 
that the foreſaid Forreign Exciſe or 
duties upon Exportation, Importation 
and entry-Money, may by Parliament be 
Eſtabliſned and from hence fore ward 
underſtood to be a Fund of ſecurity for 
the Forreign Trade of this Kingdom in 
the following manner and to the pur- 
poſes after mentioned. 4 
1/7. That his Majeſty will be graci- 
ouſly pleaſed,to declare and conſent in 
Parliament, that all Embaſſadors, En- 
voys, Reſidents. Conſuls or Agents of 
his Majeſty, his heirs or Succeſſors, ſhall 


Article 


from hence foreward own, countinance 


and forward the juſt and lawful Treaties 
or deſignes of Trade, of the Indian and 
| African 


( 30 ) 
African Company, or of any particular So- 


ciety, Merchant or Perſon of or belong. 
ing tothis Kingdom; And that if, con- 
trary to all juſt and reaſonable expeRati- 
on, any ſuch Embaſſadors, Envoys, Re- 
ſidents, Conſuls or Agents: ſhall upon 
or under pretence of order or warrant 
from his Majeſty his heirs or ſucceſſors, 
ſecretly or avowedly preſume to let 
or any wiſe diſcountenance or impede, 
the Trade, treaties of Trade, or commerce 
of the Indian and African-Company, or 
of any Society, Merchant or other Perſon 
of or belonging to this Kingdom ;That 
then and in every ſuch caſe, upon due 
proof thereof to the Council of Trade, the 
Sums of Five Hundred Pound Sterling 
beſides full coſts, charges and damnages, 
may be recovered, out of the ſaid fund 
of ſecurity for Forreign Trade by the 

party or partys injared reſpectively. 
2. In caſe any Commander or Com- 
manders, of Ship, or Ships, belonging 
unto or Commiſſionated by his Majeſty 
his heirs or ſucceſſors, as Kings or 
Queens of England, ſhall from hence 
forward, come forceibly to take any 
goods, Merchandizes or Perſons from 
on 


I 
on Board of * Ship or Ships of or 
belonging to this Kingdom whether at 
Sea or in any Bay, Harbour or Creek) 
excepting only ſuch Bays, Harbours or 
reeks as doth or may belong to the 
Kingdom of England or the Dominions 
herof) or ſhall Stop or hinder any ſuch 
hip or Ships Veſſel or Veſſels from 
proceeding on her or their voyage by 
he ſpace of Twenty Four-Hours or 
more, that then. the Party or Partys, 
Owners of ſuch Ship or Ships, Veſſel or 
Veſſels his, her or their Appointment 
may recover the Sum of five Hundred 
Pound Sterling, beſide all expences, 
Charges and Damages. And that 
* Wlikewiſe every perſon preſt, or fotceibly 
| taken, and detained our of any ſuch 
Ship by the ſpace of one whole Week 
" Nor more, his, her, or their Appoint- 
ment may recover the Sum of One hun- 
I dred pounds ſterling, beſides all Expen- 
ces Damages 2nd Coſts of Suit all to 
be payed out of the ſaid Fund of 
ſecurity for Forreign Trade. 
| 3. If any Commander of Ship or 
| IShips belonging unto or Commiſſionat- 
led by his Majeſty, his heirs or Succeſlors 


as 


| ( 2 ) 
as Kings or 3 of England ſhall 
hereafter preſume to preſs or forcebly to 
take away any Scots Sea-Man out of any 
Scots Ship, or out of theſe of any other 
nation ( excepting only thoſe belonging 
to England and the Dominions therof) 
whether at Sea in Harbour or in Forreign 
parts; every ſuch Perſon ſo preſt his 
Executors, Adminiſtrators or Aſſignes 
may recover and receive the Sum of one 
Hundred Pound ſterling out of the ſaid 
Fund for Security of Forreign Trade, be- 
ſides all damages, expences and coſts of 

ſuit. | 
4. If any Commander or Cmmand- 
ers of Ship, Veſlels or Perſons by or un- 
der pretext of Commiſſion or warrant 
from his Majeſty, his heirs or Suceſſ. 
ors as Kings or Queens of England, ſhall 
come herafter to attack ſtop detain or 
uſe any violence to any Ship or Ships, 
or Veſſels upon the Coaſts, and bound 
to or from, or in any of the Creeks. 
Harbours or places of this Kingdom, or 
to take or ſeze any of the goods, Effects 
or Perſons therein imbarked: or ſhall 
forcebly take or detain any goods Effects 
or Perſons from the Shoar. That then and 
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in every ſuch caſe the ſeveral party or 


Partys injured, may from timeto time 
receive full Coſts, charges damages and 
expences, of ſuit together with the Sum 
of one Hundred Pounds Sterling out of 
the {aid fund, for Security of Forreign 
Trade. 

5. That the ſaid ſeveral Sums, Coſts, 
Damages and expences, may from time 
to time, be recoveredby the Partys injured 
Joer their appointment, upon due proof 
made therotto the Council of Trade, and 
chat upon the certification of the decrees 

of the Council thereupon, the ſaid re- 
1. | ſpective Sums be payed and allowed out 
of the ſaid Fund for ſecurity of Forreign 
Trade by the Lord high Treaſurer or 
l. the Lords Commiſſioner. of his Maje- 
111 | fries Treaſurey of this Kingdom. And 
that it may be further provided that the 
ſaid Forreign Exciſe and entry Money, 
d may in this manner be and remain a 
* Fund of ſecurity for the Forreign Trade 
and induſtry of this Kingdom, as often 
and as long as the ſame ſhall be continu- 
=_ the heirs and ſucceſſors of his Ma- 
Jetty. 
6. Thathis Majefty, and the _—_ 
E 0 
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(34) 


of Parliament as the general and ſup- 
ream Guardians of the Trade and Induſt- 
try of this Kingdom, may conſent and for 
the future become ingaged to cauſe fatis- 
faction to be made to the Indian and 
African. Compam); thoſe who are or may 
be aſſociated with, Commiſſionated or 
permitted by them and to any» other 
Merchants ofor belonging to this King- I o 
dom, in caſe they or any of them ſhall I ir 
from henceforward happen to be wrong || tl 
ed or injured by any Princes, States or In 
Potentates in amity with his Majeſty: Ip 


And that inquiry may be made of all v 


ſuch damages and injurys in order to In 
repair the ſeveral Loſſes of the Party or if c: 
Partys concerned; and therupon to ſtate Ia 
demand and procure National SatisfaQti« I d 
on at every meeting and fitting of Parlia- 
ment. | ( 
7. When any matter of dovbt ſhall It 
happen to be, between his Majeſty and Ih 
and the Indian and African Company, or IF 
any Merchants or Mariners, of or be- It 


longing to to this Kingdom; That the 1 


Council of Trade may explain every Ne 
thing beneficially and favourably for the v 
{aid Company Merchants and Mari- Iv 
ners. 8. That 


45 ; 5 2 
- 8. That all Acts of Parliament, Cy= - 


t. ftoms, Uſages, or Orders of this King- 
r dom; In ſo far as they, or any of them 
S- Ware or ſhall be found contrary, or not 
di conſonant to all or any of the before go- 
y Ning Propoſals or Articles, may be Re- 
r I pealed, Annulled and declared void. 
r But (ſince it may be objected on behalf 920% 7 
„Jof His Majeſty, that ſome of the forgo- ices: 
ll Ying Propoſals may tend to the leſſening 
Z- the hereditary and Temporary Reve- 
r nues of the Crown, I ſhall in the firſt 
': place endeavour to clear ſome points 
wherein the ſtreſs of ſuch Objections 
0 | may ſeem moſt to lye, and afterward pro- 
r ceed to the propoſing an expedient car - 
te able of ſolving whatever may ſeem 
1- doubtful in this matter. 
·Altho' the propoſed alterations in the 
Cuſtoms or Forreign Exciſe, may, in 
che beginning, and before things be ful- 
d ly ſettled, come ſomewhat to leſſen that 
r Revenue; Yet certainly the doubling 
- | the Impoſitions on ſuch Forreign 
e | Growths and Manufactures as ſhall be 
conſumed in this Nation: Together 
with the increaſe of Shiping and Na- 
vigation, which it's hoped will be the 
E 2 eftect 
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effect of theſe "HE "ol AR may noton- 
ly be capable of compenſating fuch firſt 
loſs, if any there be, but of raiſing this 
Revenue in a very few years to near, 
if not quite double what it yeilds at this 
Day: Nor can the ſeveral Incumb- 
ranees laid upon this Fund for the pro- 
tection, and ſecurity of Forreign Trade, 
be look't upon as any conſiderable 1impe- 
diment to this increaſe; Sinceit wonld 
be hardly juſt or reaſonable to ſuppoſe 
that any ſuch infractions as are me 
againſt, ſhould be made at all, or at 
left above once in an Age. And thus 
as in the firſt deſign thereof: Theſe 
Incumbrances will doubtleſs rather 
prove a reaſonable and fteady Securi- 
ty to his Subjects, than any very real 
or ſenſible loſs to his Majeſty. 

Were things to continue upon the 
preſent foot, the duty propoſed to be 
laid on malt, might probably be ſome 
altho* but a very ſmall Diſadvantage 
to His Majeſties Revenue, of Home or 
Inland Exciſe. But as the Matter is 
deſigned this Revenue, in ſtead of re- 
ceiving any manner of prejudice, will 
hereby have a very fair and reaſonable 


proſpect, 
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proſpect of * in a few years im- 
proved to one full fourth, if not to one 
third part more than what it now 
yeilds. Since by the Erection of Gra- 
narys or Stores of Corn, and Funds of 
Money, thoſe pernicious Extremities 
of Dearth and Chespneſs, will be e- 
qually prevented in the time to come; 
By which not only the Malt, but the 
other Sorts of Grain will naturally re- 
ceive a much greater Benefit than 
what they are to give in the Tax, or 
Contribution propoſed. And ſince by 
the Effects thereof, and the other parts 
of this Deſign; the value of the Indu- 
ſtry, and in Conſequence the Con- 
ſumption of this Kingdom, may in a 
ſmall time be raiſed to at leaſt one 
fifth part more, than they amount to 
at preſent. 

Thus upon the whole, His Majeſties 
Revenue will be ſo far from receiving 
any manner of prejudice by theſe pro- 
poſals, that the Improvements of the 
two great Branches of Home and For- 
eign Exciſe, will in the end be much 
much more than capable of compen- 
ating the {mall Diminution thereof, 15 

the 


The Alrer- 


n 
the propoſed A e But how- 
ever in order to the removing or ſol. 
ving of any Doubt, which may but 
ſeem to remain after what hath been 
ſaid, the following Alternative is pro- 
poſed. 

That The Council of Trade may, for 
the ſaid Term of Twenty years, be con- 
ſtituted general Receivers of His Maje- 
ſties Revenue of Home and Foreign 
Exciſe, Feuand blench Duties and the 
Crown-Rents on the following Con- 
ditions. 

Thatthey become obliged to pay or 
cauſe be payed into the Receipt of His 
Majeſtys Exchequer by equal quarterly 
payments,a yearlySum equivalent to the 
Medium of what His Majeſties whole or- 
dinary Revenue has produced, during 
the laſt Six Years; The one half as He- 
reditary, to be payed during the whole 
Twenty Years, and the other as 
Temporary to be payed, only for the 
ſaid Twenty Years, if His Majeſty 
(whom God Almighty preſerve) ſhall fo 
long live. On Condition. 

That all ſuch other Sum or Sums as 


ſhall or may remain, over and above the 
ſaid 
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ſaid Medium of His Majefties Revenues, 
may by the Council of Trade be detain- 
ed, and added to the Fund, under their 
direction Management and Truſt. 

Thus upon the whole, *tis hoped 
the Propoſal at leaſt this Alternative, 
with relation to His Majeſties Revenue, 
will appear reaſonable beyond all excep- 
tion; when it ſhall be conſidered, that 
if the Propoſal be admitted, then the 
advantages, which this Regulation 
will naturally bring to the main Body 
of His Majeſties Revenue, may be cap- 
able of much more, than Compenſating 
the propoſed Appropriation of theſe in- 
conſiderable Branches thereof, and that 
on the other hand, ſhould the Alterna- 
tive be taken, it may juſtly be expected, 
that by the prudent and ſteady man- 
nagement of the Council of Trade, the 
overplus ofthe whole will not be leſs ad- 
vantageous, than theſe ſmaller Branch- 
es propoſed. 

And that whatſoever ſhall be pro- 
duced either way, not one penny there- 
of can go to particular or private profit, 
but only be as an addition to a Fund 
which will by much, be the moſt N 0 

tiona 


(49) | 
tional, that ever was eſtabliſhed « 
thought on in this Kiagdom; And 

which among many other great and E. 
minent Advantages, may in a few year 

be capable of ming and freeing this Na 

tion of all ſorts of extraordinary Taxes 
for ever hereafter. 
And inthe laſt place, ſince His Ma. 
jeſties Revenue may not only be hereby 
inſured, but rendred currant, and {© 
conſequently at leaſt Ten or Twelve 
per cent., better to the Government than 
hitherro;and yet a Sum near, if not quite 
equivalent ro the Loſſes of our Compi 
ny in their late attempts of Forreign 

Trade may be therby added tothis Na. 
tional Fund, which upon this accalion 

would be no leſs ſatisfactory to his Sub. 

jects of this Kingdom, than Glorious 90 

His Majeſtx. 0 

Thus having concluded theſe Props- 
ſals. Let us now proceed to the Reaſons, 
or Obſervations, on ſuch of the ſeveral 
Articles thereof, as may want Expla. 

nation, or wherein there may appca! 

any Doubt. | 
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For the forgoing 


Propoſals & Articles. 


| HE vaſt Currents of Treaſure, 
which have flowed from theſe pow :. 
| umparalelled Sources of the de 16. 
Nem.- World, within this laſt Two hun- 
dred Years, have fo altered the Mea- 
ſures of War, ſhaken the Maximes of 
Peace; And otherwiſe confounded as 
well as amazed the Old: That all think- 
ing Men are now become þighly ſen- 
fible, how ad vantageous it is for a People 
. | to promote and pport their Trade, 
Navigation and Induſtry, and how 
dangerous it is to neglett it. | | 
But in matters of Trade, The Intereſt 
al of enk en nd chat of weir Cbun. 
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trys, is ſo far from being always the ſame, 


that they are oftimes directly oppoſite to 


one another; tis the true Intereſt of 2 
Country, that the many ſhould rather 
get every one a little, than a few ſhould 


get much, becauſe the more defuſive 


and univerſal the Gain, the more it wil 
naturally contribute to the growth and 
progreſs of Induſtry; whereas on the 
contrary, the more tis limited and re. 
ſtrained, the more it tends to the clogin 
and cramping thereof: *tis for the mo 
part the Intereſt and Inclination of par: 
ticular Men, rather to get Twenty per 
cent, by dealing for One Hundred 
Pounds, than only Five per cent. by deal 
ing for Five Hundred: Altho* by the 
latter, the Nation would not only gain a 
Fifth part more, but for the moſt part 
above three times as much. And doubt. 
leſs, *tis nothing elſs. but this ſeparat 
Intereſt of particular Men, from that 
of the publick, which hath begot fo 
many pernicious Reſtraints, Prohibiti- 
ons, Monopolys, Excluſions and præ- 
emptions, as we find now' in the 
World. 0. 


tWeen 


But not only by this difference be- 
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me, 
to 


can) 
ween the particular Intereſts of: Men, 


ind that of the publick, but by other ac- 

idents; the Trade, Induſtry and Im- 
provements of this Kingdomare but too 
plainly and viſibly reduced to ſuch cir- 

umſtances, as that it will be found al- 
ogether Irretrievable, but by a Natio- 
nal Council of Trade, and a National 
Fund of Money for the carrying on and 
promoting the following, and ſuch like 
particulars. 1/t. The imploying and 
relieving the Poor, and the repreſſing 
of Idleneſs and Sloath. 24ly. Erecting 
of National Granarys and Stores of 
Corn, ſo as that the Induſtry of this 
Kingdom, may not, as hitherto be at 
any time clogged by extream cheapneſs, 
nor cruſht by the extream dearth of 
Grain. 34h. 'The Improvement of the 
Mines, Minerals, and other ordinary and 
extraordinary Products of this Kingdom. 
40. The improving and advancement of 
our Manufactures, both in quantity and 
quality. 54. The ſetting on foot, pro- 
moting and carrying on that great 
Work, of making Salt upon Salt, or 
Refined Salt, and therwith the Fiſhe- 


| ries of this Kingdom. 69. The reduce- 
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ing the Intereſt of Money to Three pr 
cent. per Annum or leſs, not by force ot 
reſtraint, but by eaſy and effectua 
means, and which can never be done, 
but by ſuch a conſtitution as a Council 
of Trade ought to be. 7/y. The effe 
Atual carrying on, Countenanceing, 


8 and ſupporting the Forreign 
rade. | | 
And as theſe, and the like National 
Improvements can never be effectually 
begun, carryed on or ſupported, but by 
a National Council of Trade, and a 
publick Fund of Money, ſuitable to the 
weight atid conſequence of the Work; 
So theſe to be appointed for the Execu- | 
tion, will have the moſt weighty and 
difficult Task of any Company. or 
Council that is, or ever was in this 
Kingdom; And the qualifications re- 
quiſit to, and expectations of, thoſe 
who ſhall compoſe this Council, will 
be ſuch, that the whole collective Wiſ⸗ 
dom, and experience of Men in the 
Kingdom, will be but little enough to 
chuſe and continue the ſucceſſion of 
Yerſons, fit for o weighty a manage- 
ment and Trult ; It is therefor propoſed, 
That 


( 45 ) 
That the King ſhould have the Annu- 
al Nomination of the Preſident, and 
that the Eftates of Nobility, Barons, and 
Burroughs, with the Repreſentatives of 
the Indian and African Company, may 
ually have the choice of the Coun- 
8,8 cellorsas the beſt method, not only for 
gu giving and continuing the greater Na- 

tional Satisfaction, but for the prevent- 
al ing Trade, or the deſignes thereof, 
from being made uſe of as Popular, Hand- 
by Y les, either to amuſe, or Imbroile the 
2 State; Since by this Annual Nominati- 
he on of the Preſident, the more direct 
c; and eaſy acceſs will not only be had to 
u- His Majeſty, but the Credit and Glory 
1d | of Succeſſes, will in the perſon of this 
or | his Repreſentative as to their Centre, 
1s naturally redound to him; whereas 
e- | on the contrary, according to the 
ſe policy of all Monarchical Govern- 
ill ments, whether Regular or Abſo- 
i{- lute, the Odiar Mif-carriages, 
1e | or Misfortunes, when they happen, 
o will intirely fall upon Subjects; And 
of | therby in ſtead of Leſſening the juſt Au- 
r | thority, or due reſpect of the Prince, 
, as they otherwiſe might; will only con- 
it tribute 


Article 4 


Atticle 5. 
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tribute the more to the ftrengthening 
his Hands 1n the matters of Redreſs, or 
Supream Controle from time to time. 

For the better preſerving and cul- 
tivating of Integrity and Juſtice, and 
preventing the prevalency of Affection 
and Compliment, in a matter of ſo vaſt 
a Conſequence, as that of Electing of 
Councellors of Trade. It is propoſed, 
that none of the Claſſes or Colledges of 
Election may chuſe of their own Num- 
ber, unleſs Two Thirds at leaſt of the 
Electors do concurr in the Choiſe ; And 
likewiſe that the Votes may be taken 
by Scroll and Scrutiny. 
is alſo highly reaſonable, that 
no Preſident ſhould continue longer than 
a Year, and that one in every three of 
the Councellors ſhould be Annually left 
Olit, and others choſen in their place, 
Becauſe, that hereby, a greater number 
of fit perſons, will not only be bred to 
the buſineſs; but ſuch as may prove 
otherwiſe than expected, may be more 
eaſily and quietly. laid aſide: And yet, 
neither the thing it felf, nor thoſe, who 
ſhall ſignalize themſelves therein, will 
be any thing near ſo precarious or un- 
certain 


HE \E - Þ 
certain, as by an Annual Election of the 


whole. 

Thoſe who will be at the pains to 
conſider the weight and conſequence of Anicle 7 
this Truſt, will eaſily perceive, how 
juſt and reaſonable it is; not only 
to excuſe, but even toexclude the Preſi- 
dent, and Councellors of Trade, from 
all other offices and dependencies 
whatfoever. 

As the Puniſhments of ſuch of the anicte 5 
Council of Trade, as may come to be 
guilty of wilful Injuſtice, Fraud or | 
Breach of Truſt, ought not to be ſo y 
wild looſe and Extravagant, as moſt of 1 
our Laws in the like Caſes have been, 
ſo they ought to be ſuch as are juſt and it 
adequat to the Crime, certain in the 
Execution and durable in the Examples 
and Terror thereof. On royo: 

This Fortieth Penm of all Deſcents ,* = . 
where ever practiſed, is found to be 
one ofthe molt eaſy, inſenſible and equal 
Dutys, that poſſibly can be impoſed. 
Since no man is ever obliged to pay this 
one until at the ſame time, he comes to 
receive the Thirty Nine. Was this Im- 
poſition to be for ever payed as a meer 
| | Charity, 
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Charity, it would be exceeding eaſy; for 
we find Jacob dedicated to this purpoſe 
a full Tenth part. not only of what fell 
to him by accident, or the Mears of 
other People, but even of what he 
gained by his own Induſtry; But ſince 
this is propoſed to be contributed to a 
Fund, where Charity and Induſtry are 
united, and are togo Hand in Hand, it 


cannot properly, nor ought to be conſi- 


Article 2d. 


Article 3d, 


dered as a Tax, but only as a good and 
neceſſary Regulation; Where by the 
Contribution of this Fortieth part, the 
other Thirty Nine may be made much 
more conſiderable, than the whole could 
be without it. 

This Fortieth part of the values in 
Alienations, is alſo very rea ſonable and 
eaſy, nor can there poſſibly be any ma- 
terial objection, unleſs in matter of 


2 or Wodſets, as they are 
— 


called, wherein indeed there ought to 
be {ome exception or conſiderable caſe. 
This Duty willbe moſt naturally and 
ealily payed by the Purchaſſers. 

This Fortieth part of the value of 
all Manufactures, ought not to be conſi- 
dered as a Duty, or an Impoſition, _ 

F- only 
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only for the Reaſons mentioned on the 
| __ of re th But becauſe the 
Ends for which this is propoſed, being 
ell and duely Executed, will add at 
leaſt, four times the value to thegoodneſs, 
ſufficiency and currency of the Manu- 
actures, and Commodities of this 
Kingdom This or the like Kinds of 
Dutys have been, and is ſtill payed in 
ſeveral Trading-places of Chriſtendom, 
and deſigned for the aforeſaid Ends; as in 
theGilds of the Hanſe-Towns of Germany, 
the Halls in Flanders; And by the Duty 
called the Auluage in England. But the 
Execution of theſe "Truſts, having been 
only committed to private perſons, the 
Dutyes have been rather applyed to the 
advantage of thoſe concerned, then to 
that of the Commodities they were 
deligned for : But this as now propoſed 
cannot fail of being quite other wiſe, 
whenin the hands of a National Con- 
ſtitution; whole buſineſs and intereſt 
will alwayes be to promote the advan- 
tage of the whole, and not thet of any 
particulars. | 


An Impoſition of one Twentieth part ,.;,.,. - 


of the Sums or Values ſued for 1nallAQi- 
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ons, and ſuites where de party ſhall be 
found lyable in Expences, will be a rea 
National benefit; and yet, but a very 
moderat and eaſy reproof to thoſe Lit: 
gious and turbulent Neighbours. 

The Couuci of Trade, who are to be] 
the Guardians of the Induſtry, will C 
doubtleſs be the moſt Natural Receiv.to 
ers and Controlers of the Charity; IIr 
Since in all well ordered Conntrys theſein 
two ought to be united into one Deſign, a" 
and alwayes to go hand in hand. Fel 

But when it ſhall be granted, that the I tł 
foregoing Impoſitions are not only pro- I e. 
poſed to be the moſt uſeful and beſt ap: S 
plyed, but the moſt equal and eaſy that} it 
can poſſibly be raiſed in this Kingdom; h 
yet perhaps this Tenth part of all ſorts v 
of Grain conſumed, or an equivalent in © 
Money, may ſeem heavy and grievous] ! 
to thoſe who have not duely conſiderediſ . 
or fully weighed the caſe. For the bet 
ter and clearer underſtanding whereof, If 
we ſhall ſay ſomewhat. 1/f. With Re. a 
lation to Taxes and Impoſitions in ge-: 
neral. 24h. Of this upon Corn in par- 

l 
a 


ticular. And 340. Of the Advantages 
and Benefits that will ariſe by the Fund 
in general. | Taxes 


bell Taxes are 6 0 raiſed for the 
efence and ſecurity, ſometimes for the 
Ornament, ſometimes for Improve- 
ment, and but too often for, or towards 
the hurt, or ruine of a Country. 
be] Taxing as well as all manner ofother 
il Charges and Impoſitions hath a two 
iv fold effect, a Poſitive and a Negative, 
In the firſt caſe, ſo much as is raiſed, how 
{cYinſenſibly fo ever, is certainly taken 
n,flaway from, and loſt to the perſon or 
eircum ſtances obliged to pay. And in 
he the ſecond Caſe, It leaves a diſſability 
o- equal, and in proportion to its weight; 
p. Since not only the neat Sum, but the 
at improvement and advantage that might 
n;} have ariſen from ſuch a value, is like- 
is wiſe loſt toſuch Perfon or Circumſtan. 
inf}ce: And therefore it is, that the diffe- 
us rent wayes of Taxing, altho' for the 
d, fl ſame Sums, are ſo vaſtly eaſy or uneaſy 
t · with reſpe& to one another, and have 
ff fo very different effects: that Reaſonable 
e and moderat Duties on the conſumption 
- are oftimes ſo far from being hurtful to 
-a Country in general; that they natu- 
rally incourage Frugality in the Rich, 
d and Induſtry in the Poor; wheras thoſe 
5 G 2 raiſed 
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raiſed on the Induſtry or Increaſe, have: 
clear contrary effect, in ſo muchthat be. 
ſides the inequality which muft always 
be much greater in Taxes raiſed on 
gaining then on ſpending, the differ. 
ence, of the weight in the general i; 
uſually, as one to Four; So that a Peopk 
in Feb, may be ſaid to be at leaſt as 
eaſy in their Taxes, when they pay 
Four on their Confumption then, when 
but one upon their Increaſe or Indaftry. 

Io illuſtrate this, it ought to be conl+ 
dered that the conſumption of this 
Kingdom may amount to about 3, 400, 
ooo lib. ſterl. per annum, altho? the In- 
creaſe does not amount to quite ſo much, 
Becauſe the Nation is upon the decaying 
hand; And that althoꝰ the real Num- 
ber may be ſomewhat more, yet there 
are good Grounds to think, that the beſt 

litical number of the People of this 

ingdom will be 600, ooo and that 
probably one Fourth part of theſe People 
do conſume above one half or x, 800, 
ooo dib. of the beforementioned Sum; 
or to avoid Fractions, not at all neceſſa- 
ry in theſe kind of computations, about 
4 ji. 8. d. ſterl. per Week, per Head: 


Where- 
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Whereas the ada; Thbes Fourths of this 
Maſs of Mankind do not perhaps alto- 
gether ſpend one half of the before- 
mentioned Sum, or not above 1, 600, 
ooo lib. per annum, or at the rate of 
about 16 4. iterling per Week per Head. 
Now ſuppoſe a Tax could be equally 
laid upon the Conſumption of all this 
Maſs of Mankind, of the value of 
Three pence per Week on the Rich, and 
one Penny ſterling per Week on the Poor- 
er ſort, if the ſeveral weights were no 
greater then propoſed; there are Rea- 
{ons to perſwade, that this Tax would 
bring down the conſumption of the one 
to about 4 fh. and 2.4. per Week, and 
raiſe the Induftry of the other, towards 
Eighteen pence per week in the whole, or 
Two pence per Week more than now, 
that is to ſay, the one Peum towards 
payment of the Tax, and the other to- 
wards Living better than they now do. 
And thus doubtleſs a very conſiderable 
Tax might be raiſed without being 
hurtful. But rather beneficial to the 
Nation. | 
But fince many of the Taxes that 
could be impoſed upon the conſump- 
| tion 
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tion would be 10 2 and ex- 

nſive in the Collection, as that they 
could not be eaſily rendered practicable, 
for which and ſeveral Reaſons that ſhall 
be given hereafter, I his Impoſition on 
Corn is propoſed, and will doubtleſs be 
found to be the moſt juſt, eaſy and rea- 
ſonable Exciſe, that can poſſibly be pro- 
poſed in this Kingdom. 
For altho' thoſe who are not diſpoſed 
to take much pains in any thing may 
poſſibly be ſtill for continuing our or- 
dinary wayes of Taxing either as think. 
ing them the readieſt, or becauſe they 
neither do, nor perhaps are willing to 
know any better; Yet certainly the Ceſs, 
Pole - Money, Hearth- Money, and ſuch 
like do not only lye on the Increaſe in 
Read of the Conſumption : But ſince the 
Land Rents of this Kingdom, do not at 
this day much, if at all exceed 1, 200, 
.obo lib. fterling per annum, and that the 
Conſumption of the Nation, is near 
three times as much, by compareing the 


Inequality of theſe Things, it may be 


reaſonably ſuppoſed, that every pen- 
ny raiſed by theſe wayes are N aki 
Peaking as uneaſy to the Nation, as Five 


Peace 
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Pence laid on the Conſumption. And 
in like manner, ſince the Foreign Trade 
of this Kingdom, that is to ſay, the Impor- 
tation and Exportation thereof, is not to 
the other Induſtry, as above One to Ten 
at the moſt: Therefore doubtleſs all that 
part of the Cuſtoms, or Forreign Exciſe, 
which lyes on this particular part ot the 
Induſtry, may perhaps be near Ten times 
as uneaſy tothe Kingdom, as ſo much 
would be when raiſed on the general 1 
Conſumption : But ſince *tis the main '\n 
deſign of the Fifth Propoſal, to take off = | 
all that part of the Cuſtoms, that does or oh 
but ſeems to ly on Induſtry, Shipping or 
Navigation, and to lay the ſame on the 
Conſumption, it needs only be mention- 
ed in this place. 1 
Of the great Advantage and Benefit 1 
that may ariſe toa Country, by eaſy and 1 
equal Taxing, the Dutch are Living li | 
Examples; whoin proportion to their ity 
intrinſick value, pay the greateſt Taxes | 
in the known World, and yet are not 
only the moſt caſy and Induſtrious 
People, but there is no Country in 
Chriſtendom, where the Rich are 
more frugal, the Middleing and Indu- 
ſtrious 


(59) : 
ſtrious ſort of People live better, or the 
Poor any thing near ſo well. 

2. But to come this Tax or Impoſiti- 
on on Corn in particular, as at preſent 
propoſed, beſides the forgoing and the 
like Reaſons, that may be given for Ex- 
ciſes in general, and ſor that one Corn 
as being one of the moſt eaſy equal and 
eaſily collected, there are weighty Rea- 
ſons for this, and this ſort of Impoſition 
on Corn in the preſent caſe, very par- 
particular tothis Kingdom: And which 
will make it plain, that this Impoſition 
as deſigned, will rather be a good advan- 
tageous and neceſſary Regulation, than 
a Tax; Since in the ſirſt place, the Al- 
ternative in Money, and the National 
Granarys and Stores of Corn, which are 
propoſed hereby to be Erected, will not 
only give all ſorts of Grain, a Natural 
Currency, but with good direction may 
raiſe the value thereof, to at leaſt one 
Fifth part more than what it has hitherto 
been, and yet alwayes prevent its riſing 
as well as falling to any great extremitys, 
for example, ſuppoſe that the years in 


this Nation, ſhould one with anothsr 


continue to be any thing like, what — | 
have 
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have 'been for 852200 Ceaturys paſt: 
And that the modera: price of Corn in 
a Medium were now reckoned at Ten 
ſhillings ſterling per Boll; by this means 
it may be kept between Twelve and 
Fourteen, and yer never be ſuffered 
to riſe to the extremity of Twenty, or 
fall to that of Seven or Eight; So that 
by the means of this Tenth, Corn may 
not only be made and kept alwayes a 
current Commodity in time to come. 
Wichout being in danger of running to 
Extremities; but be made at leaſt one 
Fifth part better to the Owners of 
Land, and Raiſers of Corn than hither- 
to: the which good eff:4s, how ever 
-otherwile intended could never ſo na- 
turally and eaſily follow, if the Tax or 
'Tmpolition hereby propoſed or the like 
Sums of Money; were any otherwiſe 
'Ratffed than thus directly on Corn. 
Since there is hardly any Country in 
Chriſtendom, more ſubject to uncertain 
Seaſons, than this Kingdom; Tis very 
ſtrange, that ſome of the many Straits 
and neceſſities this Nation hath 
been under, have not produced ſome 
ſuch National Care and Oeconomy long 
ors H Cre 
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e're this. Tis been great and un- 
wieldy Societies of Men, as conſiderable 
Kingdoms or States, eſpecially when 
made up of ſo diffærent, unequal, and un- 
due mixtures as this, ſeldom ever made 
any good or Fundamental Reform, but 
by Accident or Neceſſity - But altho' 
we have not hitherto been Bleſt by the 
Accident of a Capable and ſucceſsful 
Perſon or Genius in the Fundamental 
Matters of Trade and Improvement, 
yet it ſeems ſtrange, that none of the 
many and diſtructive Famines, this 
Nation hath been expoſed unto have 
not cer this ſtirred up, and awakened 
the very Maſs of Mankind, to ſome ſuch 
National Care and Oeconomy as is here- 
by propoſed : For example, Conſidering 
the Price Corn has been at, within tkis 
laſt Five Years, and what quantities 
muſt needs be conſumed in this King- 
dom; there cannot be leſs than a Sum 
of 400, ooo lib. ſterling or the value ex- 
pended by the Nation for Corn; beſides 
little leſs than double that Sum in the 
loſs of People and other Damage. 
Now, what ought the Nation to give, 


were it neceſſary to be inſured 2 
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ſuck Accidents for the Future ? 'But 
more eſpecially, when they may not 


only be put in a way to have ſuſſicient 


Stores of Corn for themſelves; but like- 
wiſe conſiderable quantitys toward ſup- 
plying their Neighbours in ſuch misfor- 
tunate Seaſons. 

Wiſe and Prudent States will look 
far and lay in Stores for the Winter 
of Years, as well as for the Winter of 
Dayes, Joſeph of Old, by laying up one 
Fifth part of the Corn, of the Seven 
plentiful Years, was enabled, not only 
to ſupply the Land of Egyer, during 
the Seven Years of Famine, Burt like- 
wiſe moſt of all the Neighbouring 
Countreys. And we fee the Dutch at 
this Day, who altho* they have little 
Corn of their own growth in compari- 
{on of their Conſumption, and who are 
forced to pay dear Freights, and Ware- 
Houſe-Room, for what they ger from 
Abroad, and beſides all this, conſidering 
the Alternative, do pay morethan three 
times the Duty here propoſed, and this 
not for National Improvement, but for 
National Expence: And yet after all, as 
hath been ſaid, their Midling ſort of 

1 People 
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People live as well, and their Poor much 
better than any in Exrope, beſides which 
they have for this laſt Century never 
been in any ſueh National Straits, as 
moſt of their Neighbouring Counrrys; 
But on the contrary have been able, to 
their great profit, to export vaſt quan- 
ties of Cotn, to ſupply the wants: of 
other Nations. 

There is no doubt but extream plenty 
and cheapneſs, contributes exceedingly 
to extream Dearth and want, and that 
like other Extremities, they produce 
one another ; It was obſerved, rhat for 
feveral Years, before the laſt Five, Corn 
was extream Cheap and Low, even {0 
as to discourage both the Raifer and He- 
retor, and to indulge the Poor in Idle- 
neſs to an inſufferable degree: And 
this habit of Idleneſs and Sloath con- 
tracted by plenty, concurring with the 
unaccountable neglect of the State in 
not laying up ſome of the abundance 
againſt the time of Dearth, and unfa- 
vourableneſs of theSeaſon: was doubtleſs 
none of the leaſt Cauſes of the late 
greivous Famine. | 

To 
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To eonclude this Reaſoning om the 
benefit of Granarys and Stores of Corn 
conſidering it's Situation in the Sea, 
and the Command this Nation may 
bave of the Fiſhings, by which they 
may be able among other Wealth to 
procure vaſt Quantities of Corn fitter 
for Stores than that of this Kingdom : 
And that altho' our le be not 
generally fo bountiful as that of ſome of 
our neighbours, yet fince *ris capable of 
much greater Improvements than hi- 
therto. Certainly our Country with 
reaſonable Vationa-Care and Oecono- 
my, may be made not only Capable of 
Supplying it ſelf ar all times, ſu 
the Seafons to. continue any thing like 
what they have been {or ſeveral Ages 
paſt, but may be eaſily brought into a 
Condition of being one of the greateft 
Store-Houſes for Grain of all the Coun- 
trys in the Vorthren- World. Now from 
what hath been ſaid or what may be na- 
turely deduced therefrom, tis juſtly 
hoped, that both the Raiſers and Con- 
ſumers of Corn, and all others who 
may think themſelves concerned, will 
{ce their Accompts ſo advantagioutly 
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ballanced in the good Conſequences and 
Improvements propoſed, as not to re- 

main in any further doubt with Rela- 
tion to the Contributing their reſpe- 
ctive Shares to the foreſaid Fund. 

But altho* the Benefit that would 
naturally accrue to this Nation in the 
Matter and with relation to Corn alone 
be not only more than capable of Bal- 
lanceing this Tenth Share, but even of 

all the reſt of the Branches propoſed: to 
this Fund; Yet there are ſeveral other I , 
advantages not leſs conſiderable in them- 
ſelves, or with relation to this King- 
dom, than this: And ſince People and 
their Induſtry are the trueſt and moſt 
ſolid Riches of a Country, in ſo much 
that in reſpect to them, all other things 
are but imaginary. We ſhall in the 
next place ſpeak of the Imployment of 
the Poor: And by way of Introducti- 
on ſhall here in the following Scheme, 
not only give the amount of the contri- 
butions of the City of Edinburgh towards 
Relief of the Poor for the laſt Lear, be- 
ing 1699, but from thence our conje- 
cure what the ſame might have a- 


mounted to in the whole Kingdom. 
| | The 


. 


The Contributions towards Main- 
tenance of the Poor of the City of Edin 
burgh excluſive of Leith, and the Cannon 
gate, and other out-parts of the Town, 
and of all Hoſpitals, Appropriations and 
Mortifications, as they are called: As 
alſoof Corporation Charitys, And all 
manner of voluntary or concealedChari- 
tys. Which cannot be brought to ac- 
count, for the laſt year being 1699 a- 
mounted to no leſs than the Sum ol. 
4552 lib. 1. ſb. 8. d. Hering. 18 
Now fince tis ſaid Leith, the Canon- 

gite and other out- parts are accounted 
as 75, is to 205. In the common Va- 
luations, we ſhall in this caſe conſider 
them altogether to be only, as One is to 
Three, with reſpe& to Edinburgh. And 
ſuppoſe that their Contributions to the 
poor for the year 1699. might have 
been about 1517 lib. 7. ſbil. oo. 
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It us lilkewite ſup- 
pole that the Holpitals' 
and-all other Appropia- 
tions to Charitable uſes 
and Corporation Chari 
4ys in the City, and out- 
eee to 2000 O 00 
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Do in the whole amount 
to - - - =- - = 10759 04 11 


Now by the beſt accounts that can 
at prelent be recovered, the City of Imp 
Edinburgh and out parts, are in value Io il 
really not above one EE fifth par Ind 


( 65.) 
of the whole, or as one is to Twenty 
Four; nor in People above one Twen- 
tieth part, or as one is to Nineteen 
with reſpe& to the reſt of the Nation. 
So that if we ſhould ſuppoſe the whole 
Nation in their Contributions, to pay 
in proportion to this part, the yearly Sum 
payed towards relief of the Poor, would 
be 268, 981, J. 2: h. 17: d. But ſince there 
are Reaſons to think, that the Ton of 
Edinburgh in proportion to its value, 
doth contribute much more towards re- 
lief of the Poor than the reſt of the King - 
dom: We ſhall therefore ſuppoſe, the 
ame to be about one half over. rated in 
this matter: and ſo as the whole King - 
dom may in Money, or Moneys worth, 
pay about 135, ooo lib. per Annum. 
Notwithſtanding which great Sums 
thus expended, it is very well known 
that the poor of this Kingdom; if it may 
be ſo expreſt, do not halt live. Where- 
as by this Propoſal, the Poor may not on- 
ly be decently and conveniently main- 
tained and perpetually and profitably 
Imployed in ſtead of being as hitherto, 
o inſupportable a weight upon both the 
tUInduſtry and Morality of this Natioh ; 
f 1 But 
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But in about Four years time or leſs, the 
Kingdom may be for ever caſed of at 
leaſt three Fourths of this expence ; that 
is of the whole, excepting the voluntary 


Charitys, which doubtleſs one way and 


other amounts to above One Hundred 
Thouſand Pounds ſterling per Annum, 
and is much more than all the other 
Dutys propoſed to this Fund. 

So that was the aforeſaid Fund and 
Anticipations thereupon,propoſed to no 
other end, but the erecting of National 
Granarys, or the Maintaining of the Poor, 
it would be exceeding well and profit- 
ably given by the Nation, but how 
much better then muſt it needs be be- 
ſtowed? When not only upon the one, 
but to anſwer rhe Ends of both: And lik- 
wiſe of ſeveral other National Improv- 
ments of no leſs weight and conſequence, 
and which all of them have a certain 


natural connection, dependance upon, 


and Relation to one another. | 
The Herring and White- Fiſhing wo 
in the next place come under our conſi- 
deration, and certainly there are none 
who have taken any tolerable pains to 
inform themſelves in this matter, but 
| are 


— 
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are convinced, that this Nation is much 
better, and more conveniently ſituated 
for the Fiſheries, than any other in the 
known World ; which makes the ne- 


gle& thereof hitherto altogether inex- 


cuſable as well as unaccountable in the 
Inhabitants thereof. | 
Upon the firſt, and more ſuperficial 
Inquiries, the Vulgar Sentiments with 
relation to this matter, ſeem to be, that 
altho' it be confeſt, the Herring, Mhite- 
Fiſbwith no ſmall quantities of others are 
much more Complaiſant to the People 
of this Kingdom, than to any other we 
know of on Earth, in not only ſojour- 
ning ſometimes near us: but in a man- 
ner taking up their abode at our very 
Doors, and in the very boſom of our 
Country; hen in the mean time, they 


are courted by others from far, and that 


ourGoverment for ſooth in return oftheſe 
unparalelled Civilities of the Fiſh, have 
from time to time made the beſt Laws 
and given the greateſt Encouragement 
for Fiſhing that is poſſible; but the miſ- 
chief of all is, that by ſome occult qua- 
lity in, or inchantment upon the People 
they are by no 1 fit for the Fiſhe- 

N 2 ries 


pA 


| 668) 
ries, altho the Fiſheries be ſoĩincom- 
parably tit for them. ate. 

But when, in order to diſcover this in- 
chantment we look upon the People, we 
find they are juſt f:ch another Maſs of 
Mankind, as any ſuch number of Men 

might be expected to be, when ſo bred 

educated, uſed, and under {uch circum- || , 

ſtances, as they have hitherto been, 

there ſeems not any material difference 
only if what is affirmed be true, they 
are very misfortunat, that good Laws 
will not have the ſame kind of good et- 
fects with them, they uſe to have in 

other Nations. 8 8 

Now fince as it hath been ſaid, tis 
not all perceivable, that the People have 
any material difference from others 

in their circumſtances, and that *tis only 
from the good effects ot Laws, and from 
no other property whatſoever, that they 
can be properly ealled Good, Let us 
venture to inquire into theſe good Laws 
they ſpeak of, and ſee whether the in- | 
chaniment, or any part thereof, for all! 
theſe fine words may not lie lurking in 
them. | aL $4 
The firft Act of Parliament we find 
| relat- 
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„relating to Fiſhing, is the 49. of the 
Sixt Parliament of King James 3d. Anno 
1474. Whereby tis Ordained, T hat for 
the good of the Realm, and the great In- 
creaſe of Riches to be brought from other 
Countrys, certain Lerds Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Buroughs ſhould order 
great Ships, Baſſes, and other great Pink- 
Boats, with Nets and other Utenſels and 
Accoutrements for Fiſhing to be made. 

The ſecond is the 49. Act of the 
Fourth Parliament of King James rhe 
4th. 1493. which mentions, The great 
n | and innumerable Riches (as tis there ex- 
preſt) that were loit to this ing dom for 
want of convenient Ships and Buſſes to be 
imployed in Fiſhing ; Wherefore, for the 
great advantage, that might be thereby had, 
and to cauſe Idle Men, and F agabonas to la- 
bour for their Livings, and for eſchewing 
of Vice aud Idleneſs, And the common 
profit, and univerſal welfare of the Realm, 
His Majeſty and Eftates of Parliament, 
Appoints, that Fiſhing Ships and Buſſes 
of Twenty T uns burthen and upward be 
made in all Buroughs, and Towns of the 
Realm in proportion to the Ability, and 
d | ſubſtance of each Town. * 
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The Third is theg8 AR of the Se. 


venth Parliament of King James the 5:h 
Anno 1540. Whereby among other 
things it is Enacted, That no Man Mer- 
chants or others ſhould ſend any White- 
Fiſh out of the Realm, but permits Stran- 
them off Merchants, 
or Free Men of Buroughs with ready Gold 
or Silver, or Bartering of ſufficient Mer- 
chandize for the neceſſary uſe of their 
Houſes only. | 

To paſs over ſome others of leſs mo- 
ment, asthey ſtand in the Statute Book, 


We ſhall come in the Fourth place to the 


Goth. Act of the Fourth Parliament of 


King James the 6h, Anno 1573. Where 


by it is declared, That forasmuch as it 


was heavily complained, how that the whole 


Slayers of all kind of Fiſhes within the 


Realm, not regarding the Ats made by 


Our Soveraign Lords deareſt Predeceſſors, 
which are that, when Herring and White 


Fiſh are ſlain, they ought to be brought to 


the next adjacent Buroughs or 'T owns, 
where the Slayers thereof do * the effect 
that the Leiges may be firit ſerved; And 
that if abundance hath occurred, they may 


be ſalted and tranſported by free Burge 


— . PY 
by the neglect whereof Our Sovereign 
Lord ts greatly defrauded of His Cuſtoms, 
and the good Subjects of this Kjngdom 
wants the Fruits of the Sea appointed by 
GOD, for their Nouriſhment : And the 
Bargeſſes,and Free- men of Buroughs diſap- 
pointed of their Trafique and Commoditie. 

Therefore Our Sovereign Lord with 
Advice and Conſent of His Regents 
Grace, And the Eſtates of Parliament : 
— T wy 2 Fiſbers, and others 
whatſoever, who happen to 
Herring, or White-Fiſh, ra /. 3 
to free Ports, there to be ſold, firſt com- 
monly to all the Subjects, and afterwards 
the Remainder to Free- men, under pain 
Confiſcation, not only of the Fiſh, but of 
the Ships, and of all the Moveables of the 
Offenders. | 

Thus we have here a brief view of 
the Ancient Laws, relating to the Fi- 
ſheries, as much in their ſenſe and man- 
ner ofexpreſſion, as the property of our 
_ way of ſpeaking will allow, and 

ſides which there are likewiſe other 
Acts of the ſaid King James the Sixth, 
to the ſame or like purpoſe. 

By the ſirſt two of theſes Acts we 

| plainly 
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| plainly fee, that our Anceſtors very fin. 
cerely endeavoured to begin and carry 
on the Fiſheries, & that the recommend- 
ing the ſame to the great Men and Bur- 
oughs, was the beſt method they could 
light upon in theſe raw and early times. 
And altho' this was but a very weak, 
looſe and p ecarious Foundation, yet it 
ſeems the Encouragement and Advan- 
tage was ſuch, that in leſs than Seven- 
ty Years after, the Fiſheries were 
become a tempting Morſel for a Sett 
of avaricious Huckſters, and Mono- 
liſts, who under ſpecious pretexts of 
the good of the Kingdom in general, and 
of the Buroughs in particular. Firft, 
by the Act of 1540, and afterwards 
by that fatal one of 1573. and thoſe 
which followed, inhaunced the whole 
to themſelves, which doubtleſs, like 
Monopolys, Exc]uſions, præemptions, 
Reſtraints and Prohibitions in other 1 
Caſes: Firſt, Inſenſibly ſtopt the Fu- 
ther progreſs and improvement, and 
afterward by degrees Dwarffed and 
Cruſht the Fiſheries of this Kiagdom to 
ſuch a degree, that in ſtead of Exporta- 
tions worth any mention, the * 


bath not for a 1 "Io a cond!» 
ton ro furniſh it felf, one half of what 
" | Fiſh might be reafonably conſumed 
” | therein; nor is what we have common- 
| Fly half ſo good, and wholefom, as by 
National Care and Induftry ir might 


» | otherwiſe be. | 
As on the one hand, we cannot nor 
. ht not in reaſon or juſtice to ſup- 


I poſe, that Their then Reſpective Maje- 
© | fties and Eſtates of Parliament deſigned 
t Jany thing by theſe two laſt mentioned 
" LAtts, but the good of the Kingdom in 
general, and of the Fiſheries thereof in 
a particular So it muſt needs ſeem ſtrange 
to thoſe who have any thing deeply and 
ripely confidered this matter, to think 
how, and by what means poffible the 
Parhaments could be moved to pafs ſuch 
As, as not only by their fatal conſe- 
quences, but even by the plain and 
r apparent ſenſe and meaning thereof are 
© [| fopernicious and deſtructwe, not only 
1 | tothe encreaſe and Improvment, bur to 
Icke very nature, and being of the Fi- 
0 | ſheries, to load them with Excluſions 
ind præemptions, which all things con- 
1 | fidered, were not leſs but rather more 
1 heavy and burthenſom than One 3 
K e 
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dred per cent. Im 1 could have 
been without them, in ſo much that in 
ſtead of Incouragements as was preten- 
ded, had they conſidered, not only 
Dayes, but many Years, they could 
hardly have thought of a more gradual 
and inſenſible, and conſequently a more 
certain, effectual and miſchievous way 
to cruſh and ruin the Fiſheries of this 
Kingdom. | 

But with relation to this, we need 
not doubt but the Monopoliſts and 
Huckſters of that age had every whit 
as ſeeming fair and ſpecious pretences 
as ſome of the ſame Kidney and Brood 


have in this, we may be ſure they repre- 


ſented to the Parliaments and People in 
theſe times, that. altho? indeed the far 
greateſt part of the ſoy le of this Country 
was none of the beſt, yet fully to com- 


penſat this defect, it had pleaſed A. 


mighty God, to give unto the Inhabi- 
tants thereof, no leſs than the abund- 
ance of the Sea, the inexhauſtable and 
unvaluable Fiſheries for their nouriſh- 
ment and ſupport, that theſe Fiſheries 
were {o naturally inherent to and inſe- 
parable from this Kingdom as left no 

| room 
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e room to fear, or reaſonable ground of 
in apprehenſion that the Induſtry of Stran- 
gers herein could ever come to interfere 
ly || er cope with that of ours, ſince they had 
14 in the ſirſt place long Expenſive and dan- 
1a] | gercus Voyages to make before they 
re | could come at the Fiſh. And in the ſe- 
ay cond place, they could Fiſh but for ſome 
1; | few Moneths in the Summer; and both 

they and their Veſſels muſt ly Idle for 
ed All, or at leaſt moſt part of the reſt of 
14 | the Lear: Whereas on the other 
nit hand, our Coaſts were not only inviro- 
ned and ſurrounded - with Fiſh; but 
our many and ſpacious Inland lakes and 
ſounds were in a manner filled there- 
with, ſo as the Inhabitants of this King- 
dom, could not only Fiſh with inconſi- 
derable Expence and Danger; but in 
one ſort. of profitable Fiſh or other, 
during the whole Year, without Inter- 
ruption: Say they, theſe things conſide- 
red, we need not be at the Expence, 
Trouble or Danger of carrying our Fiſh 
to Strangers, if they will have any, they 
ſhall fetch them themſelves, Nay, not 
only ſo, but the Ignorance and preſum- 
option of theſe Monopoliſts was riſen to 
mi- | K 2 {uch 


ſuch a height, that they would needs 
have the parliament to take meaſures for 
preventing the people from being cheat. 
ed by ſelling their Fiſh to Strangers on 
credite, for a bad Commodity or inſuffi- 
cient Wares: And therefote get them 
to enact that for the future Men ſhould 
take nothing but ready Gold, Silver, 
or and current Commodities e- 
quivalent in Exchange for their Fiſh: 
And tkait notwithſtanding all this, ig- 
norant Fiſher- men or other ſuch like 
people ſhould fell their Fiſh for half no- 
thing, or too cheap to Foreigners; 
therefore after all none but free Burgeſs- 
es 0ughtto be intruſted with the Diſ- 
poſition of theſe national Jewels. But 
on the other hand, che better to gain 
the Affection and Countenance of the 
giddy and unthiaking multitude, to all 
this Sophiſtry they flatreved them 
witha pretended Præemption, which 
was but meerly imaginary to-the poor 
people, but real and effectual to the 
Monopoliſts. For we may be ſure that 
however low and drugiſh the price of 
Fiſh might be at the very firſt, till 
moſt of the beſt Fiſhers and Sca - Men 
[LoL Were 


SUL oOong STR ST =& © 


League with the Huckſters, happened 


| OI 
were by that means forced abroad to 


Foreign Countries, and driven from 
the 


iſhing at home; Yet that in a 
ſhort time after theſe Excluſions and 
Præemptions, ſuch of the Fiſhers and 
Seamen as remained and were not in 


1 a 2 meet with 3 
ary Markets for their Fiſh, w 

or n for re | his of 
As the Monopoliſts had their proper 
and particular N Hooks, or Nooſes 
for their ſeveral and various ſorts of 
Fiſh, we need not doubt but they had 
them likewiſe for the different degrees, 
and Capacities of Men: with the Com- 
mons. This pretended and ſham præ- 
emption, went doubtleſs very well 
n, and the Nobility and Gentry, 
might likewiſe acquieſce as knowing 
little or nothing of the nature of the 
thing, but the cheif and moſt ſenſible 
motives of the Kings and Parliaments 
ſeems to have been that ſince the Bur- 
oughs by reaſon of the Fiſhing, and the 
many good conſequences thereof, were 
become Rich and able to Contribute 
very conſiderably to the publick Duties 


and 
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and Impoſitions, that therefore partly 
as they thought to caſe themſelves; and 
partly becauſe ſome of them might poſ- 
libly be invious or repine at the Proſ- 
perity of the Succeſsful Traders, ſome 
Tax or Impoſition might, by Inſtiga- 
tion and Conſent of the Nobility and 
Gentry, be laid on the Fiſhing: As 
likewiſe on the Buroughs for their 
Trade, which by the Monopoliſts, we 
need not doubt, would be afterwards 
uſed as a handle, and that under pre- 
tence of gaining theſe Monopolies for 
the Buroughs, who they might pretend 
were therefore Taxed, they realy. got 
them for themſelves. For in all ſuch 
like pretences as theſe, tho? the good of 
ſome publick thing or other appears 
uppermoſt; Yet private Intereſt; and 
Perſonal reguards, is always at the-bot- 
tom. But however it was, we neednot 
doubt but they as much perſwaded the 
Parliaments and People of theſe: times, 
that by the meer means or wayes of 
Monopoly, præemption and excluſion, 
they could hedge in the Herring, Code 
and other ſorts of Fiſh, as ſome. of the 
| fame ſtamp have, not a few of our Neigh- 


bours 
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bours in England, that they can thus not 
only hedge in their Wool, but hinder it 
or any thing like it to grow elſewhere): 
Or that they can heap up wealth by 
hedging out the 1riſþ Cattle, the Flanders 
Manufactures or ſuch like. And that al- 
tho* this matter be plain to us now, 
when is has had its full effect, yet cer- 
tainly it could not beſo to them, or we 
may be ſure, our Anceſtors would 
ſooner have conſented to ſell the Mo- 
nopoliſts to Tarihy, than to grant them 
ſo deſtructive and fatal Præemptions 
and Excluſions, as theſe with relation 
to the Fiſheries have been. 

So that upon the whole we may ſaſe- 
ly conclude, that it hath not been by 
the bad obſervation of good Laws, as is 
. - x wag pretended by ſome; but ra- 
ther by the good obſervation of bad 
Laws, that the Fiſheries of this King- 
dom have been cruſht and ruined. And 
that nothing leſs pernicious to Trade 
and Induſtry, than the before mention- 
cd monopolys and excluſions gained un- 
der the Glorious and Specious pretence 
of the good of the Publick, and 1n par- 
ticular of the Royal Buroughs: But 

in 
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capable People. We {hall here inſert 
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| in reality only deſigned and applyed to 


gratify the Intereſt, Avarice and Hum- 
ours of a very few privat Men, could fo 
Totally have effectuated this matter. 
In order to rife happily, Nations and 
reat Societies, as well as particular per- 
ons, ought in the firſt place to conſider 
well, how and from whence theyiare 
fallen. Wherefore uatill fome further 
and more ample Account, can be had 
of the matter, this breif view of the 
moſt open and Apparent Cauſes, firſt 
of the diſcouragement and decay, and 


afterwards of the Total lofs of the Fiſh- 


cries of this Kingdom, may be of uſe 

at leaſt to put ſuch as are curious, in the 

way of informing themſelves more fully 
clearly herein. : 

But ſince ſome who have had their 
thoughts on this matter, ſeem to be of 
opinion, that whatever might be the 
firſt Cauſe of the diſcouragement and 
loſs of our Fiſheries; Yet the 39 Act of 
the firft Parliament of King Charles the 
ſecond Auno 166 f. gave ſufficient encou- 


ragement for retrieving thereof, had the 


ſame been but ſeconded by a willing and 


the 
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the ſubſtance of that Act. and conclude 

this head of the Fiſheries with ſome ob- 

ſervations thereupon. 85 

The Tenor and principal Subſtance 
whereof is to the following purpoſe. 

Hi, Majeſty and Eft ates. of Parliament, 
Conſidering the many Benefits and great 
Advantages which may accrue. to him and 
this his Antient Ring dom by the improv- 
ment and promoting the Fiſherjes thereof, 
as that it will not only be a nurſery for 
Sea-fareing Men, and 4 ſpeedy occaſion 
Building of Ships, as well for the uſe of his 
Majeſty as that of his Subjects both in 
Peace and War, but likewiſe be a means of 
e || ſetting many Poor and Idle perſons on work 
y and furniſhing the Materials of 4 great 

Native Export for the Inriching his Ma. 
ir | eſties Rindoms, by a ſure Foundation of 
of | Trade and Commerce. 

For which end his Majeſty, and the ſaid 
Eſtates of Parliament, Ereits and Eſta- 
bliſhes particular Societies or Companies of 
ſuch 0 his Majeities Natural born, or 
N ataralized Subjects and their & ucceſſors 
as ſhall put in the Sum of five huvare 
Merks Scots or more into the Joint Stocks 
of ſuch Societies or Companies, into a Body 

5 L. Poli- 
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Politique and Corporat, to have 4 Joint 
Stock and Power to Fiſh in all and every the 
Seas, Channels, Rivers, Floods and Lakes 
of this King dom, and Iſlands therunto be- 
longing, and to bring in and Disbarthen 
Such Herrings and other Fiſh, to all Ports, 
Harbours and Shoars, aud to lay the ſame 
on Land, to pickle them with Salt, and to 
ary and Load the ſame in Barrels and Pun- 
cheons, to Build Houſes or little Cottages 
and other things neceſſary for the uſe of the 
Said Fiſhing Trade, in all places convenient, 
for and upon the Payment of Twelve pence 


ſterl. ſor each Laſt of Fiſh, and no more di- 


rettly or indereciih, unto the Lord or owner of 
ſuchGround, as likewiſe toSell uſe and diſpoſe 


Such Herrings or other Fiſh to the Inhabi- 
tants, or carry, or Tranſpert the ſame to 
Foreign parts, to ſell and diſpoſe thereof 
to ſuch as ſhall be in Amity with his Ma- 
jeſfy. 


they think fit for the making of Laws, 
Rales and Statutes, for the better regulat- 
ing carrying on, and management of the 
Fiſheries; ſuch Laws being alwayes allowed 
and approved by the Council of Trade; 
To which Laws and Rules, all the Perſons 


and 


To chooſe ſuch of their own number as 


( 83 ) 
and Parties eat ſhall be ſubject and 
ſubmit themſelves, 

The ſaid Fifhing s and all manner of Ma- 
terials Utenſils or neee ſſaries belong ing 
thereunto or — therein, not only de- 

1 


clared free of Homs and Impoſitions ; 
but the Ships, Boats, Veſſels or Perſons, 
attually belonging unto, or imployed in the 
ſame Fiſheries, no way lyable to be Preſt- 
for publick Service, or Arreſted by any. 
Creditor, | 

That the Fiſhers, Mafters and Servants, 
their Materials and Inſtruments of Fiſhing 
be not conveenable before any Judge or Ju- 
dicature: Or table to any Civil Actions, 
Proſecutions, Arreſt or Attachment, for 
and during the whole ſeaſon or time of Fiſh- 
ing and their imployment therein. 

None to have liberty to Export Herring 
or other Fiſh, nor to have or uſe the above- 
writtes Priviledges; excepting only thoſe 
who ſhall enter themſelves by a day left in 
blank or otherwiſe, afterward to be declared 
free of one or other of the ſaid Companys or 
Societies by the Council of Trade. 

Thus we have here inſerted the 
moſt material Subſtance of this Act, 


which altho' it be a Monopoly, and 
L 2 the 


"t 
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the Act it ſelf app 2 ſomewhat con- 


fuſed; yet there is no ground to doubt but 
the Original promoters thereof both in- 
tended and have in effect actually there- 
by doneService to theit Country, but cer- 
tainly not in any proportion to what they 


feem to have deſigned, and altho' as hach 


been ſaid this Att be a Monopoly as ap- 
pears both by the import and the practice 


thereof after wards; Yet was it incompar- 
_- ably more ſoft and eaſy, then theſe Barba- 


rous Monopolies of the Kings, James the 


8th and 64%, and had it been made at any 


time during the firſt Twenty or Thir- 
ty Years, aer that Fatal Act of the 
year 1540. Whilſt there was yet ſome 
life, and conſequently hope, in the 
then ſinkin FE therice, it might have 
revived and perhaps in fome part 
continued them to us to this day, but 
not being thought of, till above one hun- 


dred and Tweaty Jo had paſt, when 


doubtleſs all the old Fiſhers and Mater- 
ials of the Fiſheries were not only gone, 
but long ſince quite extinct, and in a 
manner utterly forgotten; in ſuch a 
caſe as this, it was morally impoſſible 
this Act could recover the Filhing. 

, . 


RV 
We only ſay, had this Act been 
wade in time, as it would doubtlefs 
have given ſome eaſe for the preſent; 
So it might perhaps have tranſmitted the 
Fiſheries at leaſt in ſome part to this pre- 
{ent Age, and but perhaps neither, for 


What this young eafy and ſmooth Mos 


nopoly might have turned to in time 
is not caſy to gueſs, fince Monopolies 


and Exclufions like Avarics it ſelf, il 


ſtead of decreafing, Eke moſt other 
things, do commonly gather ſtrength 
with their Age: And the older they 
grow they are ſtill the more pernicious. 
It was only by the Inchantment of 
Monopohes and Excluſions; that the 
Hanſe-T owns made a ſhift in a little more 
than two hundred years to conjure away 
the greateſt and bett part of the Trade 
of this {ide ot the World, which there 
are good reaſon to be given they 
might otherwiſe have had to this day, 
all which they loſt and afterwards the 
greateſt part of themſelves (to uſe the 
word that had it's derivation from 
thence) by Inhaunceing che price, of 
what they had, or did too much. And 
not only the Hanſe-Towns, have _ 


(36) 

thus, as it were, inſenſibly and conſe- 
quently the more effectually ruined; 
but by this means within this laſt two 
Ages, Spain and Portugal, have been 
able, it not to exhauſt, at leaſt in the 
greateſt part to Bankrupt away the 
very Indies, having already brought 
things to ſuch a paſs, that moſt other 
Nations are not only able'to do things 
by Sea or Land, a third or fourth part 
Cheaper; but in many caſes three or 
four times as Cheap as they. 

Perhaps there 1s not any one part or 
piece of Tradein the World, but might 
and would proſper better without than 
ina Monopoly, unleſs it be in a very a 
few and ſingular Cafes, and never but 
where the Monopoly 1s qualified with 
an eaſy and reaſonable permiſſion, but 
the very nature of the Fiſheries, and all 
other ſorts of bulky and diffuſive Trades, 


is utterly oppoſite to a Monopoly or a- 


ny ſort of Reſtraint ; and ought to be 
free to all the Inhabitants or thoſe who 
will come to be Inhabitants ofa Coun- 
try as the Air they breath in: For al- 
tho* by reaſon of the great Advan- 
tage this Nation hath in that _—_— a- 
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bove others, and the common advan. 
tage there is of Thirty, Forty cr more 
per cent, above the current price hy o- 
vertaking the firſt and flower of the for- 
eign Markets for Herrings, which in the 
whole never amount to many hun- 
dred, not to ſpeak of Thouſand Laſts 
in a year: Some {mall or inconſiderable 
part thereof, might be carryed on by 
Monopoliſts, at leaſt for a time, and 
untill they ſhould come gradually to 
inhaunce their preſumption and prices, 
and leſſen their Induſtry, to an Exhor- 
birancy Yet can it never come to an 
thing like that Perfection, or even ſo 
as to make one Tenth part of the pro- 

eſs, which may be juſtly expected 
roma national Oeconomy and Care 
herein. 

And for clearer light in this Matter, 
let us take a brief view of the preſent 
ſtate of the Fiſheries, and therein con- 
ſider the Difficulties we are like to meet 
with, in our proſecuting thereof, as 
well as the Encouragemnts we have, 


notwithſtanding to perſevere in caſe the 
beſt ways, and moſt reaſonable Me- 
thods be propoſed and followed for the 


pro- 


T1 
promoting . on of this De- 
61. the taking of which view, we 
ſhall find that ſome of our neighbours, 
eſpecially the Hollanders are not only 
bred up, experienced and in a manner 
naturalized, and hardened in, and to all 


the parts of Navigation, eſpecially to 


the Fiſhings; But they have all Trades 


and Manufactures relating therennto, 


in the greateſt perfection among them- 
ſelves: They have a vaſt native con- 
ſumption which not only gives their 
Fiſh always a living price at home, but 
enables them to keep 1 Srocks and 
quantities to ſupply the Markets and 


Countrys abtoad: Their being known 


and practiſed in the Trade, gives not 
only their Fiſh a currency in foreign 
parts, but their vaſt demands of Corn 
and other Commodities produced by 
the Northern and Eaſtern Countrys, 


Which they take in Returns, puts them 


in a manner out of hazard of traniport- 
ing their Fiſh only upon the proſpect 
of a ſingle or out ward freight. Their 
Country is not only more free from 
Reſtraints, Prohibitions, Monopolys, 
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Przemprions and Excluſions than any in 
Europe,but the intereſt or price of Mo- 
ney which commands all things tbey 


have exceeding low even at the Rate of 


two, or two and an half per cent per an- 
num, And they have a free and favour- 
able Government to Trade. 
On the other hand, as the matter 
now ſtands, we want both Breedin 
up to- and Experience in the Fiſh- 
ings, and Navigation, and are in a 
manner wholly deftitute of the 
Trades, Tradi-Men and Manufa- 
cures fit for or relating thereunto. We 
not only want a native Conſumption to 
give Support and uphold the Currency, 
but alſo a Reputation in foreign Mar- 
kets for our Fiſn: And as things are 
now ſtated, the Commodities of the 
Northern and Eaſtern Countrys on- the 
Continent, uſually taken off by the Hol- 
landersas Returns for their Fiſh, are by 
no means fit for this Country, inſomuch 
as we are almoſt always lyable to the 
hazard of exporting them on ſingle 
Freight. The Intereſt or price of Mo- 
ney with us, reckoning one thing with 
another is nearer treble than double 
M what 
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what it is with the Dutch, We are not 
only {til} clogged, peſtered and inchant- 


ed with Reſtraints, Prohibitiogs, Pre- 
emptions and Excluſions; but very late 
as well as former Experience hath ſuffi. 
ciently taught us, that our Government 


hath hitherto, been far enough from be- 
ing eitherfavourably conſtituted, or even 


inclined” to Trade and Improvements. 


*T is true the Diſficulties we labour un- 


der are generally Adventitious and arti- 


ficial, and therefore, ſuch as may be re- 
moved, yet thegreatelt part of this Re- 
move or Reform can never be madetbut 
at the Expence of much Money, Care, 

Pains and Time. | 1 
For altho* by rhe Eſtabliſhment of a 
Council of Trade as is propoſed, and o- 
ther gracious Conceſhcns of His Majeſty 
in this Seſſion of Parliament, both the 
Conſtitution and Inclination of our Go- 
vernment with relation to Trade, may 
come to be quite altered for the better; 
Yet doubtleſs the other Obſtacles will 
not be removed but gradually and with 
time. The very rawneſs and inexperi- 
ence of onr People, abſtracted trom the 
reſt of the difficulties we lye under, if 
* _ +» * compared 
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compared with with other things of this 


nature, cannot reaſonably be reckon- 
ed at leſs, than one third part or fifty 
per cent diſad vantage, and perhaps alone 
s capable of out- ballancing all the natu- 
ral advantages we have in this matter, 
and doubtleſs the value or weight of the 
1 | other difficulties we have at preſent to 
- | ftrugle with in reſpect of ſome of our 
- F neighbours. 1s little leſs confiderable. 
- Thus, altho* by reaſon of the vaſt 
numbers of Herring and White-Fiſh in 
all our Channels, Inletts and Lakes, 
it che beſt and greateſt Banks or Sholes of 
e, | White-Fiſh among our Weſtern and 
Northern lands any where found, the 
2 JF oreateſt and principal Scholes of Herring 
o- not only never above ten or twelve 
ty || Leagues from our Shores, but ſeldom 
he more from ſome good and convenient 
0- Harbour during the whole Seaſon. 
ay This Nation hath for the home Conſum- 
; ¶ ption more than half, and near if not quite 
m F one third part or fifty per cent natural 
th Advantage for the Exportation oftheſe 
rl- kinds of Fiſh above any other in Chri- 
I ſtendom, yet the forgoing particulars, 
together with -paſt Experience, may 
2 M 2 ſerve 
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ſerve to convince us, that theſe natural 
advantages of ours are not only equalled 
but ſo far over-ballanced by the artifici- 
al and adventitious Difficulties we la- 
bour under, that inall probability the 
National Fiſheries cannot, or at leaſt, 
is never like to be recovered by the In- 
duſtry of privat Men, meerly and ſimp- 
ly conſidered as ſuch: And if it be im- 
poſſible at leaſt not probable that the 
Fiſheries can be recovered by privat 
Men, they can certainly much leſs by 
Monopolies or great and unwieldly So- 
cieties. Since great Societies iii matters of 
Trade, have not only naturally a much 
more unwieldly looſe uncertain and 
conſequently leſs thrifty and induſtri- 

ous Managemeat then leſſer Companys 
and particular Partnerſhips of Men; 
But if ſuch Societies have the Monopo- 
ly for any thing it is ſtill much worſe, 
ſince we may be ſure this will not only 
heightten their preſumption, but ſlacken 
their Induſtry the more. 

But that we may be the better able 
to diſtinguiſh between the Intereſts of 
particular Men, whither Monopoliſts 
or other wiſe, and that of the Nation 5 

this 


n 
this matter of the Fiſheries. Let us con- 
ſider, that could we (as we hope in 
time) once come to have ſufficient 
quantities of refined Salt made for the 
Fiſheries and other uſes here at home, 
as things are now ſtated, and according 
to the preſent value and Denominations 
of Money. A Laſt of ready cured and 
packt Herring or White-Fiſh would 
poſſibly in foreign Materials and Work- 
manſhip, not ſtand the Nation in quite 
fourty ſhillings; Whereas ſuch a Laſt 
of Fiſh might ſtand privat Men, but e- 
ſpecially unwieldly Societies or Mono- 
poliſts, at leaſt vine or ten Pound Sterl. 
per Laſt in a foreign Market. Now 
in ſuch a caſe tis viſibly the Intereſt of 
particular Men, whether concerned 
in a Joynt-Stock or otherwiſe, rather 
to ſell 100 Laſt for Twelve Pounds per 
Laſt, whereby they might get about 
Twenty per cent. for their Money; than 
to ſell Ten Thouſand Laſt at Ten 
Pounds per Laſt, where they could 
get nothing but Labour for their pains. 
But on the other hand by the Hundred 
Laſt at Twelve Pounds per Laſt, the 
Nation could only get One Thouſand 
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Pounds, besen TIM the Ten Thou- 


ſand Laſt at Ten Pownds per Laſt, the 
Gain thereof would be no leſs than 
| 80000 lib. or 80 times as much, 

Tis not only a received Main! in 
Trade; that the fall of the price of any 
current Commodity heightens or raiſes 

the . Conſumption proportionable; at 
leaſt toſome- — degree, which i ic 
| y_— naturally paſs ,: And that con- 
uently the Riſe of the Price will 
2 the Conſumption in the like pro- 
ion; But in this particular caſe of 
Fiſh, it hath been and is the Opinion 
of many conſiderable Merchants, and 
expexienced perſons herein, that. if the 
the price of Herring and other Salted or 
Cured Fiſh were ſunk one Fourth, or 
perhaps but one Fifth part lower than 
in a Medium, (taking Peace and War 


together) it bath been for the laſt Forty 


Years, and if a little. more care were 
taken in the curing and packing there- 


of then uſually there is, all which could 


with care and Induſtry be very well 
done allowed, and Born both by the Datch 
and us, that this would creat a demand 

0 more chen double the Salted or 3 
5 Fi 
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conſequently Imployment for at leaſt 

double the People therein, Beſides we | | 

need not doubt, but were there two of =, "mf 

three ſorts 6f Sellers, inſtead of one 8 
chat even that er naturally. give | 
much more Life and Support, both to 
induſtry, and the Currency of the 
Commodity. 

Now in ſuch a * as this, and that 
this Kingdom, for inſtance, had a de- 
mand of Ten Thouſand Laſt of Fiſh 
yearly fram Foreign parts, it would 
doubtleſs; be their Intereſt to have the 
price of their Fiſh ſunk from Ten to 
Eight or one Fifth part, if they could 
be aſſured that in ſtead of Ten 
Thouſand Laſt at Ten, they. ſhould 
now by this means: have a demand of 
double that quantity, or Twenty 
Thouſand . La per Annum at Eight; 
Becauſe. thereby. a Nation, in lead 
of gaining only: Eighty. ag 
Pounds per annum would: now get one 
Hundred and Twenty Thouſand, or a 
third part mort, beſiches the proportion 
in their Confump tion at home, But in 
ſuch a caſe, erde Men, een 
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ſuch as had the Monopoly, would ra. 


ther be for advancing the price than I; 


lowering thereof, they would rather be 
for ſelling, if it were but one half, or 
Fifty Lafts, inſtead of a Hundred, at a 
Fifth part more, then double, or treble 
for any thing conſiderable of a leſſer 

price. | 
Buy theſe and the like inſtances that 
might be given, It may plainly appear 
how impoſſible it is for the National 
Fiſheries to be any thing like effectually 
retrieved by privat or particular Men, 
either out of, or much leſs in a Mono- 
ly, or indeed any other way, 
ut by National Care and Expence: 
Not for the Prohibiting or Exclud- 
ing any; but towards the Support and 
Encouragement of all particular Under: 
takers whatſoever, and indeed who are 
ſo much concerned to be at the Ex- 
pence and trouble of the recovery of, 
and the Learning and Breeding the Na- 
tion to the Fiſheries, as the Nation it 
ſelf. Since where any particular Man 
can poſſibly get a peny by the Fiſhe- 
ries, the Kingdom in general conſider- 
ed as ſuch, will atleaſt get Eight, = 
N What 
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what would it be Bris Nation, orany 
in their citeumſtances, in ſuch a caſe 
3s this is, if need were to expend, and 
even fink Two or Three Hundred 
Thouſand Pounds Herling, or were it 
much*more, to gain ar leaſt ſo much per 
Aunum for all time to come. 

But by the method propoſed, this 
t Ineeds not be, for inſtead of Lofts or Ha- 
r Bzard, the Nation may be plentifully 
al YGainers in, and by every ſtep they take, 
y Hiace if things be taken by the right 
a, handle, all theſe National Improvments; 
0- Buch as imploying the Poor, conſtitut- 
y, fling of Granarys, lowering the Intereſt 
e: for price of Money, carrying on the Fi- 
d- Fiſheries, Manufactures and Foreign 
d Trade, have ſuch an eaſy connection, 

r- and are ſo naturally linkt together, that 
re Iin ſtead of being a hinderance, every 
x- Jone helps to carry on the other, in ſo 
much as it may be ſafely affirmed, that 
a the doing the whole together may be 
it much more ſecure, Cheap and eaty to 
an the Kingdom, than to leave any part 
e- thereof behind, which in ſuch a caſe, 
r- could not fail to lye as a Dead weight 


id ¶ and Diſcouragement upon the reſt. 
at 3 The 
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The conſtituting of Granarys will 
not only open a Door for a great deal of 
good and profitable Work, but exceed. 
ingly contribute to the Maintenance of 
the Poor, and this conſiderable conſum- 
ption of Grain by the Poor. will not 


only greatly contribute to the, keeping 


up and Maintaining the Granarys, and 
help to give the Corn a natural curren- 
cy at Home, but very much to the more 
eafy and profitableVent thereof Abroad, 
For it ought to be conſidered, that if 
this Conſtitution was ſetled, one of the 
greateſt and moſt profitable Trades to 
this Kingdom might be driven in Corn, 
but we may be ſure this can never be by 
Exporting it, or even giving Money 
towards the Exporting thereof, when 
at the loweſt ebb ot Cheapneſs, and 


Buying it back again, when at two or 


EZ 


Three Prices as hitherto, but on the] 


contrary, by laying up, or Importing 
when Cheap, and not Exporting but 


when Dear, or at leaſt when it yields 2 


good and living Price in the Markets 
—— 

By the neareſt Computations we are 

at preſent able to make, this Erecting 

| ol 


8 Ys wank 18 5 loying the Poor, 
might in 248 ſpace of Five or Six Years 
time be capable of increaling the con- 
Tipe of Grain in this Kingdom to 
zbout one Fourth part more than it now 

or to an Increaſe of about Twenty 


9 Ol Laſts per Aunum, Reckon- 
Quarters Fad liſh, or Twenty of 
115 8018 to the Lc 'and?tis left to eve- 


ry one to conſider what Life, Vigour 


and Improvment, this would give to 


the Husbandry, and. conſequently to 
the Lands and Rents of this Nation. 
And certainly were the Husbandry once 
under ſo happy an Influence and In- 
couragement as this conſtitution would 
naturally yield : "This Kingdom would 
be eaſily capable of raiſing this, or if 
need 'were, much morethan this, ' over 
and above the quantities now raiſed. 
The carryin g on of the Fiſheries, toge- 
ther with the ManufaQures depending 
thereon, may alfo not only be capable 
of yielding Imploy ment, but likewiſe 
ſubſiſtance for vaſt Numbers of People, 
ſince there is reaſon to think that tc- 
wards the ſufficient Maintenance of 
the Poor, when they ſhall come to be 
188 N 2 5 
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mand and cur $A at home 1 will in af 
p! robability aan make Way for the 

xportation and Foreigu Vent of at 
leaſt ſo much mog, ſince. tis in a great 
meaſure from aud in propartion. to the 
demand and currency of. Commodities 


at Home, that ban; are, or can 


be enabled to furniſh themfelves Wi 
Stocks and quantifics, for Foreign 12 
or Exportation, to Markets d. 
"The Granarysand | the Etſherics will 
likewiſc have yery ſingular connection 
with, and relation ta que, another; 
For. by reaſon, of; their. Grabarys,... the 
Count! of Trade will be be capable of giv- 
ing particular Lafe and Encouragemem 
tothe F tſheries; Since by them they Wil 
be capable of receiving Corn in the 
Baſt-Countrys, as a current C modi 
ty in f̃eturu for their Fiſh; and of laying 
the ſame up from time to time as occali- 
on ſhall ofler, and as a ſpeaking 
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a of he National (aranarios, 
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Manufactures, eſpecially to thaſebelong- 


08;the; Fiſhettes and ther furtso 
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gfgata acmay © reduii> 
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Ad if to, Whit: harh: been. Haid, we 
ald che lowering the price of forbear- 
ange, or uſe jof Money, which can ne- 
ver, be ſo naturallj or eaſihy done as by 
lach a Fund and National Council of 
Trade, and the puting the Nation in a 
way of making ſufficient quantities of 
Os Salt here at Home, which in all 


ap- 


* 
* 


a GE Soca 

nceian hardy ond, Wr at 
Icaſt fowelland: proftab ye done, 45 by 
Auch a conſtitution : It din eker ſy And 
plainly a 5 how uch mere natu- 
rally bene ally and defbſtwly this Na 
tional Conſtitution will -bepatle 'of 
aber ment mga Fon 


then an octher wayes u Hitter: 
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hus having made ex brief dedu- 
Bion and wien 4 ſhore>vieW: of the paſt 
and preſent tate of the proper Fiſherys 
afthis Kingdom, tis hoped that others 
may hereby he moved to enlarge their 
thaughts cherrupon, as being a matter 
of that conſequence, as not onlyt0/de- 
tetve the pains and Scrutiny of every 
good Country-man, but of the cleareſt 
Heads, and beſt prepared breaſts in 
Chriſtendom, for and in order to the put- 
ing tliereof in a true light. And not 
only: the protection and Countenanice 
of a King of Scotland ſtrictly conſider- 
ed: But all the Protection Countenance 
and ſupport that a King of Brit ain can 
give; as being capable in the moſt na- 
tural, eaſy, ſecure and advantagious 
* hitherto diſcovered, ina very few 

Years, 
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Years, to increaſę the Mariners, Ships 
and Navigaron of this. whole lande 
at leaſt one third part more than they 
a n ,me g ei gone in 
1.00 nd upon the whole, it may be juſt»: 
ly affirmed, that this is not only capable 
of being the moſt conſiderable thing 
that doth or perhaps can poſſibly belong 
to this Kingdom, meerly conſidered; as 
ſuch, ſince greater Wealth may be here 
by gained out of the Sea, than our Land 
at preſent doth, or it may be is capable of 
yielding ; but conſidering all the good 
conſequences thereof, every peny 
gained by the Fiſhings, may be at leaſt 
as good as three gained by any other 
Home · Improvement: And that were it 
impoſſible for the Fiſhings only to be 
effectually retrieved, without giving 
treble the before mentioned Funds, the 
Nation ought readily and cheerfully to 
comply therewirh, and how much more 
then in ſo natural eaſy and advantageous 
a way as is propoſed. | 

By what hath been ſaid with rela- 
tion to the Fiſheries, we would by no 
means be underſtood to mean any pre- 
judice, or to intertain other then _ 

an 
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thoughts of our Neigh- 


add reſpecfd 
bours ehe PDNrders, "yer kllere any 
juſt cauſe of jealbuly" or Utmbrage int this 


matter. Since here is much motethan 


room enough in thte Fiſketies for us 2nd 


them. And certainly*were there three 


times as many cbncernedias now, there 


would at ſeaſt be three times the Buſi- 
neſs, and yer ſtill upon the Improving 
hand. For Trade is and will be cap- 
able of increaſing Trade, Money, of be- 
| y 2nd one Improvmem of 
making way for another to the end of 
the World. And as the Dutch, for more 
then an Age have been, they will doubt- 
leſs ſtill continue to be confiderable in 
the Fiſheries and Foreign Trade at leaſt 
10 long and in fo far as they ſhall re- 
member, and Act as if they remember- 
ed, that it has not been by Monopolies 
and Excluſions, but by the Generous 
Principles of Eaſe, Freedom and Secu- 
ry, which they have prudently op- 
poſed to the heavy Impolitions, Re- 
frraints and Prohibitions of others, that 
they have been enabled to raiſe them- 
ſelves. *Tis true if quite contrary to all 
this, they who of all Men living 3 
mo 
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moſt: known by experience, that 
Trade, is a o Miſtreſs, and will not 
be hectored but Courted. If even they 
ſhall begin to take umbrage at the In- 
duſtry of others, if they ſhall be for 
forſaking their Old and Virtuous Prin- 
ciples, and way of Courting Trade by 
Induſtry; Frugality and Ingenuity; 
and betake themſelves to Force and Vi- 
olence, which has ruined ſo many 
others before, this indeed would look 

but too like a ſign of their declenſion? 
However;it- would ſeem, the Datch 
are not quite out of danger, of being 
taken by this Inchantment of Reſtraints 
and Prohibitions, the Placaets of the 
States-General of April 1669. and of 
July 1673. With ſome other of their 
late proceedings with relation to the 
Fiſheries and Foreign Trade, look” but 
too much like ſymptoms of this. But 
as there are no true Friends to Religion 
and Liberty, and particularly that have 
had any tolerable knowledge of that 
Proteſtant - Republick: Or acquain- 
tance with: thar Induſtrious People, 
but ought: to be ſorry to ſee or hear 
of any thing that ſhall but look like 
O their 


C2006.) 

their decline, So in this Caſe, we may 
venture to tell them from experience 
that when ever they ſhall begin to fore- 
ſake or conſiderably to ſlaken their In- 
duſtry, by having recourſe to the mean 
and inefectual ſhifts of Reſtraints and 
Prohibitions, they will find to the coſt 
of their Country, that by theſe methods 
they are at leaſt as incapable of hedging 
inthe Herring ,white, and other ſorts of 
Fiſh, as our Anceſtors have been : And 
that we are ſo far from being uneaſy 
with their Rivalſhip in this matter, 
that we wiſh they may gain by our 
Experience, and not ſtay till it ſhall be 
confirmed by that of their own. 

To end this digreſſion, whatever dif- 
ferent humors or popular Animoſities 
may ſuggeſt *ris certainly not the Inter. 
eſt of Britain and Holland to differ: And 
were there even juſt grounds, for 2 
miſunderſtanding, as there really is not 
the common Care and Concern of Re- 
ligion and Liberty, ought ſufficiently to 
incline both parties to an Accomodation. 
Since 'tis certainly our mutual Intereſts 
and Security, as matters are now ſtated, 
not only that neither ſhould decline; 

5. Four 
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but that both ſhould Profper and 
Thrive: Since we are like to have 
but too much to do with all our joint 
Induſtry and Improvements, to with- 
ſtand that dreadfull Storm, which is ſo 
openly and viſibly ariſing againſt the 
Proteſtant N and Liberties of 
Europe: All their progreſs and ours 
united, is like to be little enough 
to Ballance that growing greatneſs of 
the Popiſh World; which at this day 
ſtands ſo Formidably Ranged under 
the Banners of the Houſe of Bourbon; 
Or it may be to avoid even our own 
ſhares of theſe Gallique Chains, which 
are in ſo great a meaſure already pre- 
pared for Chriſtendom, 

As in the Courſe of our Obſervations 
on the National Granarys, the Imploy- 
ment of the Poor, and the Fiſheries, 
ſome hints have been given of the Con- 
nection and relation thoſe things have to 
one another, ſo upon due Conſideration 
we ſhall find the ſame Connection and 
Relation ſtill continue, between theſe 
and the Manufactures. Since as the 
Fiſheries and Navigation, are capable 
of being the Principal aud Chiefeſt 


O 2 Springs 
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Springs of our Manufactures, and In- 
duftry at home; 80 theſe again 
of being the trueſt and moſt folid 
Fund and Baſis of the other, for what- 
ſoever ſudden and floating motions may 
be made, or accidental flights may be 
taken and continued for a time, vet 
certainly it can only be jointly with 
and in proportion to the growth and 
inereaſs of our Manufactures and In- 
duſtry at home, that our -Fiſherics 
and Navagation can make any ſolid 
or ſteady progreſs in the World. We 
ſee the Spaniards, who at this day have 
the greateſt Scope for profitable Navi- 
ation of any people on Earth, or per- 
many all things conſid-red, then the 
whole World beſides ; Yet for want of 
home Induftry, their Fleets are ſo far 
from being ſuch as can cope with thoſe 
of Princes, that they have much ado to 
_ withſtand a few Pirats whenever they 
happen to Muſter againſt them. And 
altho* they ftill make a taint and ſorry 
ſhift to draw fome Gold and Silver from 
their Indian Mines, yet tis not for them- 
ſelves but for Strangers ; So that inſtead 
of being Maſters as they otherwiſe 
might, they are now become no _—_ 
then 
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then Slaves -to others: And herein 
ſutable to that Excellent Saying of Salo- 
mon, We eminently ſee, the hand of the 
Diligent bearing Rule, but the flothful 
under Tribute. 

The advantage this Nation hath in 
the Situation for the Fiſheries and Na- 


vigation, doth not only exceedingly 


contribute to its fitneſs for Manufa- 
ctures, but the People thereof are, or at 
leaſt are capable of being, as caſy in 
their Taxes and of Living as Cheap as 
thoſe of any Trading Nation in-Chrift- 
endom, —_— —_— A 
home conſiderable quantities of good 
and convenient Materials for this pur- 
poſe, ſuch as Wool, Hemp, Flax, Lead, 
and other Native product; But altho 
ſeveral Manufactures of theſe are al- 
ready on foot; Yet it muſt be oonfeſt 
not in any tolerable degree of Per- 
fection, and of the many Trades de- 
pending directly on the Fiſheries and 
Navigation, We have as yet but few, 
and theſe likewiſe far —_— be- 
ing in an Improving and Flouriſhing | 
— All which Leſects — 
proceed from the Rawneſs and Inex- 


perience 
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perience of our people, many whereof 
ſeem not only to want the knowledge, 
but even the will to Induſtry ; Nor are 
they at all ſingular in this matter, but, 
as hath been already ſaid juſt like ſuch 
another Maſs of Mankind in their cir- 
cumſtances, for how vaſt a difference is 
there naturally between an Induſtrious 
and an Idle man, to ſee with what Eaſe, 
Exactneſs, and even delight and fatis- 
faction, one whois Maſter of his Work, 
goes about his Buſineſs, and performs 
his Task, whereas on the contrary, he 
who wants knowledge, and experience, 
or even but the uſe and practice, altho 
he have other equal natural qualificati- 
ons can for the moſt part, neither do half 
the quantity, nor any thing near ſo well, 
tho* with much more Trouble and 
. Fatigue, both of Body and Mind. 
Now if, as in the caſe of the Fiſhe- 
ries, it ſhould be askt, at whoſe pairs and 
expence ought the * of this King- 
dom, be broken off, from this habit of 
Idleneſs, or in many caſes perhaps un- 


profitable Work, and learned and train- 


ed up to Induſtry, will Monopoliſts or 
private Men, not rather chuſe at all 
=} times 


— - —_—— — 
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times to deal, but for One Hundred 


pounds? Or to ſet only One Hundred 


Men to Work, where they can get 
Ten per cent. for their Money, then to 
deal for a Thouſand pounds, or to ſet a 
Thouſand Men at Work, where only 
Five per cent. can be gained. The 
Reaſon whereof is plain, that fince 
they can make Five or Six per cent. 
of their Money at Intereſt, or upon a 
purchaſe, they will never be at the 
pains,or run the Riſque of puting it into 
Trade, without a much greater pro- 
ſpect of advantage, whereas quite 
contrary to all this *tis not ſeldom the 
Intereſt of the Nation, rather even to loſe 
Five or more per cent. by their proper Mo- 
ney, to have double the people imploy- 
ed, or Work done, ſince for the moſt 
part the Nation conſidered as ſuch, 
may gain at leaſt on half, nay ſometimes 
above Three Fourths of the produce by 
profitable Manufactures. 1 

Tis true we find it the cuſtom of not 
a few Trading Nations as an Encou- 
ragement to Trade and Induſtry to 


grant Monopolys of any new invention 


or to thoſe concerned in the firſt intro- 
| duceing 
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duceing of ManufaQures to a Country, 
but-in this we may likewiſe obſerve 
that theſe Monopolys are commonly 
granted, but for Fourteen, Fifteen, or 
hardly exceeding Twenty Years: And 
altho” theſe ſort of Young Monopolys, 
as hath been ſaid; be not ſo pernicious 
as-others, and that this be indeed one 
way of Learning of Arts unto, and ot be- 
getting Induſtry in a Nation, yet ſurely 
tis ſo far from being the beſt, that it 
 wereoften, nay for the moſt part, much 
better fer a Prince or State, to give 
double or treble the Sum gained by the 
Monopoly, as a reward to the Inven- 
tor or Introducer, ſince it not only, for 
the time ap leaft, poſſibly, hinders Four 
or Five; but it may be Eight or Ten 
times the people from going into the 
matter; but not ſeldom proves ſo bad a 

pratrve, as in a, great meaſure to 
baulk the further growth and progreſs 
thereof, even wen the Monopoly is at 


agawend. 


Beſides ſeveral Monopolys that have 
been granted for, or at leaſt in order to 
the Introduceingʒ and for the Incourage- 
ment of the Manufactures of this 3 

om, 


e 
dom; great things have been, and ſtill 
are propoſed to be done in that matter 
by the Prohibiting the Exportation of 
Wool, but this is either done by 
ſome, who, whither it be or not, at 
leaſt think it to be their private Intereſt; 
or by others who are not uſed,or it may 
be not willing to look far into conſe- 

uences, and are therfore apt toconfound 
the Cauſes of things with the Effects, and 
the Effects with the Cauſes, and to draw 
Concluſions from Accidents, without 
ever conſulting, whither they have 
any fort of correſpondence with, or 
relation to the Caſe ; but if theſe Gentle- 
men would take but any reaſonable 
ins in this matter, they might be eaſi- 
convinced, that this old and thred bare 
ff of prohibiting the Exportation of 
Wool, is not only in its nature ineffectu- 
al for the ends propoſedʒſince when ever 
it yields a price worth runing the riſque, 

it ſhall and will alwayes be Export 
Abroad, nay even it inſtead of Re- 
ſtraints and prohibitions, we ſhould ſet 
Guards and Garriſons to keep it in, but 
that to this Kingdom it is, and can beof 
pernicious I ſince it * al. 
y 


( 114 ) 
ly diſcourages both the Raiſing and Im- 
porting of Wool, as to the Railer we 
may be ſure, no Man will lay out him- 
ſelf, or it may put his poſterity upon 
laying out themſelves to cultivat, Im- 
prove and raiſe greater quantities of a 
Commodity, which he knows muſt af. 
ter all be at the diſpoſal of other 
people, and that it muſt be they, and not 
he,who pretend to ſet the price. The Im- 
porter hath doubtleſs the ſame reaſon 
not to bring, or ſend his Effects no more 
then he would his perſon to a priſon, but 
eſpecially to a Country, which is ſo far 
from having Stores of this Commodity, 
that perhaps the value of Five Thou- 
ſand Pounds ſterling, or leſs in Fine 
Wool extraordinary at a time is capable 
to ſink the price, at leaſt on Third part 
or Fifty per cent. whereas was this mat- 
ter on a juſt foot, this Nation might al- 
wayes have a Stock of not leſs then One 
Hundred Thouſand pounds FHerling 
worth of fine Wool; more then they 
hitherto uſe to have; which indeed 
might be capable of keeping Wool, 
like Corn, from flying from one Extre- 
mity to another, as it uſually does in 
this Country. 5 In 


. | 

In all Countreys like this, where 
Husbandry and Paſturage are the prin- 
cipal ſupports: And where there is 
neither conſiderable Stocks, nor Impor- 
tations, there is no doubt but Corn and 
Wool will in a great meaſure always 
not only increaſe and decreaſe, but riſe 
and fall together; or otherwiſe, cer- 
tainly, thoſe who are concerned in raiſ- 
ing of Wool muſt be ſtarved or in a ve 
bad condition, ſince, if theit Wool can- 
not yield them two or three prices as 
Corn does to the Husband-man, they 
muſt go without one half, or perhaps 
two thirds of their ſubſiſtance, and 
doubtleſs this was the principal occaſion 
of the late Riſe of Wool, and not the 
Exportations, as ſome among the un- 
thinking Crowd are apt to imagine:For 
certainly had there been One Hundred 
Thouſand Laſt of Corn, and a quantity of 
One Hundred Thouſand pounds value in 
fine Wool more in this Nation Five 
Years ago, then there was; Neither 
the one or other could have riſen to ſuch 


Extremities, and yet perhaps the Na- 


tion ſhould be at leaſt Three Millions 


Sterling Richer then it is at — 28 
wy Fi at- 
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Whatever effect Reſtraint on the 
Exportation may have upon the price 
of Wool, in making it worth little or 
nothing for a few Moneths, or it may 
be for ſome Years; yet when by this 
both the Raiſer and Importer are ſen- 
ſibly diſcouraged, tliere is no doubt, 
bur that Extremity will as naturally pro- 
duce another inthe matter of Wool, as 
it does in that of Corn: And ſo at this 
rate, one Extremity may produce ano- 
ther tothe end of the World, and thele 
extravagant fitsand ſtarts may diſable 
the Nation for ever, from making any 
ſolid or ſteady progreſs in this part of 
their Induſtry. 
Me ſee our Neighbours the Hallau. 
ders, whom we have frequently men- 
tioned on other occalions, who having 
little Wool of their own, are therefore 
forced to fetch it from Poland, Bohemia, 
Sileſia, ſeveral other places of Germazy, 
Eug land, Ireland, and other places of 
Chriſtendom, and notwithſtanding all 
this, and that the People of this Nati - 
on are generally able to work, at leaſt 
Fifteen or Twenty per cent. cheaper 
then they: Let what a progreſs we 
| they 
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they made and do they ſtill make in 


the Woollen Manufactures, and all this 
without the help of Reſtraints; which 
when ever they ſhould come to try, 
they would doubtleſs fird that there» 
by the Importation inſtead of the 
Exportation of Wool ſhould be diſcou- 
raged, as they but lately prety ſeverely 
felt, in their but beginning ro practiſe 
upon that of Corn. 

Were things of this nature rightly 
proſecuted and promoted here with us, 
as now they are quite otherwiſe, there 
is no doubt, but we could work as 
Cheap in the Woollen Manufactures, 
and conſequently give as good a price 
for Wool, as any People in Europe, and 
be capable of working up much more 
fine Wool, then this Nation either 
does, or can be able to raiſe: And yet 
if the raiſers ſhall be encouraged, in- 
ſtead of being oppreſt and Cruſht by 
Reſtraints and Prohibitions, they may 
eaſily be brought to raiſe double if not 
Treble, the Fine Wool they now do, 
beſides that confidering the Advanta- 
geous Returns thereof, we may have 
from the Eaſt - Countreies, and elſe- 


where 
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where for our Fiſh, and the door that's 
naturally opened to us, by theſe vio- 
lent Reftraints on Exportations of Wool 
in our Neighbour Countries: this Na- 
tion might be made one of the beſt 


Fiap Ports for Wool in Europe; And 


y that means the riſing and falling of 
the price thereof would be prevent- 
ed in a more ſolid effectual and durable 
way then is even pretended to, by thoſe 
who are ſo Fond of this Prohibition, 
who, if all things be duely conſidered, 


will be found to have much leſs Reaſon, 


to preſume, they can this way hedge 
in our Wool and Woollen Manufactures, 
then our Anceſtors had for hedging in the 
Fiſh,fince they had not only much great- 
er natural Advantages on their ſide, but 
hardly the leaſt proſpect of any ſuch Po- 
tent Rivals,as we have many at this day 
in the matter of Wool and Woolen Ma- 
nufactures. 

But fince there is ſome what much 
nicer in this queſtion of Exportation of 
Wool at this Juncture then all what 


hath been ſaid, and which will befitter 


for the conſideration of a Council of 
Trade, when eſtabliſhed then to be ex- 
pro- 
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poſed in theſe papers: And fince tis 
propoſed as one of their principal pow- 
ers toDiſpence with Reſtraints and Pro- 
hibitions, when they ſhall find them 
prejudicial to Trade, they only will be 
moſt capable, not only to underſtand 
but to put this and ſuch like things as 
this in a true light; and to do what is 
requiſit therin. 

And to conclude this Head, general- 
ly ſpeaking the Manufactures of this 
Nation are in ſo very great diſorder, 
that were there noother reaſon for con- 
ſtituting ſuch a Council of Trade, this 
were ſufficient; Since it may be juſtly 
preſumed, ſuch a Council in a few 
Years may not only be capable of Im- 
proving the Manufactures of this King- 
dom to double or treble the. Advantage 
they now make, but thereby to bring 
the Poor, who at. this day, are the 
greateſt weight and burden upon the 
Induſtry and Morality of the Nation, to 
be the trueſt and firmeſt ſupports of both. 

Next tothe Manufactues and Artifi- 
cial Products, the Mines, Minerals and 
other Natural Products of this King- 
dom, deſerve our conſideration, not 

| only 
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only, becauſe that 2. the Materials 
as well as the Workmanſhip is, and 
would be our own, but becauſe there 
are good Reaſons to think that great and 
conſiderable Advantage and Improve. 
ments, might be made in thoſe,ty a Na- 
tional Conſtitution, the which can ne- 
ver be expected from the pains, Care 
or Expence of private Men. 
The lowering and ſinking the Inte- 
reſt of Money, not by force or Coertion, 
but by gradual and natural ſteps and 
means, would be none of the leaſt Ad- 
vantages of this Conſtitution, ſince it 
may be reaſonably expected that they 
may bring the rate of Intereſt down to 
Three per cent. or under, in the ſpace of 
Four or Five Years, and altho? it muſt 
be acknowledged, that other methods 
for lowering the Intereſt of Money 
might be propoſed ; Yet there isreafon 
tothink, that none will, or can be ſo na- 
turally eaſy, or indeed fo effectual as this, 
or ſuch a National Conſtiturion and 
Fund as this would be. 

For the truer ſenſe, and better under- 


ſtanding, of how great a National Bene- | 


fitthis would prove,it ought to be confi- 
dered 
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ſuch Induſtry ever -come . 
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is the ſtandard 82 
Kings: are valued 5 bare 4 Trad: 
l and. Lhe the pg — 
god cen for e lo as hath 
inſtanced in our obſervations on 
equal Taxing, it hach ad double, a Pali 
tive and a Negative. ] Which in 
this particulac 
thus; As it hath, op AA lajd, that 
the Conſumption of ation may 
amount to FRA 409,900 A Let us now 
bal o. the preſent value of the 
may amount tO 3, 300, 099 
ſeerlh ing per Aunum, and 
wn 1 5 of Intereſt of Money Wi 
us to be at 6 er gent. in ſuch a caſe, 
it may be reaſonably inferred, that therę 
is hardly any Man will be inclinable 
$0 1mplpy his Money in Trade or Buli- 
f Without the hope and proſpect af 
1 e the ordinary MY or the rate 
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of Twelve per cem. J Annum.. But a- 
gain ſuppoſing this Rate of Six per cent. 
could by natural and reaſonable means 
be brought down to Three, there is no 
doubt, but thoſe ho before would not 
put their Money into Trade, under a 
proſpe& of Ten or Twelve per cent. per 
Annum, would now as readily do it for 
Six, becauſe by the ſecond they double 
the Intereſt of their Money, and by the 
the firſt they did no more; And ſince 
every one who has been concerned in, II 
or ſeen the Practiſe in Countrys, . where I { 
there is conſiderable difference in the Ii 
Intereſt of Money, do know this to be I { 
true, we may juftly conclude, that by 
ſuch an' alteration as this, the Induſtry 
'of this Kingdom would be eaſed of a 
Weight or Impoſition of Six per cent. 
per annum, and which in the whole may 
amount to a Sum of 198, ooo, or to 
come to an even number, of about 200, 
000 lib. ſterling Yearly. . oo 
This Eaſe, and conſequently Im. 
provement of the Induſtry, would 
chiefly andprincipally fall on the Lands 


by two ſeveral ways. Firſt, The fall 
of Intereſt one half, would naturally I m 
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leaſt one Third, of Fifty per ce. i 
purchaſe. And: 1 che ſecond place, it 
would faiſe even the Rents ot Value of 
the incomes about one Sixth part. Since 
ſu the Rents of the Lands of this 
Kingdom to be, às hath already been 

ſaid, about 1, 200, 000. lib. ſterling, ; 
This Two Huudred "Thouſand Pounds 


ropoſed to be lowered in 
Intereſt, or this way taken off from the 
Induſtry y;wou a graduallyand in 2 rea- 
ſonable — time come to Centre 
in and be added to the Land, and con- 


ſequently to its value; as to the moſt 


Natural Fund, and Baſſis thereof. 


But as there can hard ly a publick good 
be propoſed, but ſome private Intereſt, 
or — or other will of cout 
be for making oppoſition. -*Tispoſſible 
tocthis it may be objected, by {ome of 
theſe few, who altdgether, or for the 
moſt part are ſubſiſted by uſury. That 
this lowering of Iatereſt, may not 
only be a prejudice to chem, but to ſe= 
veral Widows, Orphans, and other 
weak people, who live only, or for the 
_ part on their Money; But to this it 


Q 2 may 


may be Aptwer Tenn thoſe who 
ae 5 and abiæ in Body And, Mind, 
for Opel, Qymeat of @ther, 
tis WY uppoſed, hat no State, who 
oe 9 ſhare of Wiſdom or Pru- 
dence will incouragę ſuch a ſort of Idle 
Teople 3. N. When perhaps in 
this Nation, they are not one in two 
hundred to the roft of Mankind; And 
o unaccountable would it be for a 
atrx, Either eee or keep up 
Laws to rage and indulge one in 
de re e rag 
live Idle . themſelves, but by the influ- 
25 of their Uſurys and Extortion as 
well as Example; Bend the Induſtry 
of othersʒabove Ten times as muchas the 
value of their whole neceſſary Expences 
amounts uno; Tis true the Widows 
and Orphans, who live on their Money 
may 2875 double xhe number oftheſe 
FM re a ble Dronxs; hut yet even theſe 
not inthis Cutty perhaps e- 

to One per cent. ol the hole People, And 
= it ndt more reaſonable theſefew ſhould 
live at ſo much leſs Expence, ox betake 
themſelves to ſome ſort of boneſt Indu- 
hk then that the whole Nation — 
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Materials for Manufacture or Intereſt 
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ſuffed on their 2 
at ought to be conſiders 
ed that by the falb of the Intereſt, the 
ways of gaining would be {© -multiply- 
cd, and ach. comfortable and credit 
rows — rſe be — 
upports w of cou prov 
for auch as really could 8 
more cof compenſating tlie 
real loſs of any whom ſuch a caſe could 
in the ſeaſt, deſerve oo ome care or 
commiſeration. N in 
As tis only by our Home Induftry, 
that we can be beſt enabled to raiſe 
Ships, Veſſels, Materials for Navigati- 
on and proper Commodities for Foreign 
and that the eaſy and cheapper- 


PR 


Vent; | 
formance of all thismuſt proceed from 
the due and orderly Imployment of the 


Poor, the moderat and regular Rates of 
Corn and other Proviſions; s alſo of 


of Money: So tis only our Navigation 
that can be the moſt direct and beneũ- 
cial Conveyancers of thoſe — es and 
ManufaQturesto Foreign Markets, or of 
m Seamen — 

ons 
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perſons capable of the Management 
of Foreign Trade: inſomuch, that 
what hath been already ſaid with rela- 
tion tothe Fiſheries will likewiſe hold 
in all other parts of the Navigation, 
'T 2 that, Nationally ſpeak - 
ing, and all things conſidered, every 
ny gotten by the Kingdom in Foreign 
Trade, may juſtly be reckoned worth 
Three by any other Home Improve - 
ment: And that commonly where any 
particular Man can get a peny, the Na- 
tion in general may get Seven or Eight: 
Since beſides the influence the Increaſe 
ofour Foreign Trade, muſt needs have 
on all our Home Induſtry, theſe vaſt 
Importations of Gold and Silver with- 
in the laſt two Ages hath already 
brought things to ſuch a paſs, that 
even where Husbandry and Paſtu- 
rage is in greater perfection, and upon 
a much more beneficial foot then in this 
Kingdom, the Labour and Induſtry of 
Two Men imployed in Husbandry is in 
direct value for the moſt part worth 
but that of one imployed in Manufa- 
Cures: As Three in Manufactures are 
worth but TWO imployed in Navigation. 
200119, Certainly 
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_,, Certainly . theſe and the like cons 
fiderations ought to be: ſufficient Mo- 
tives for. inclining and <ngag ing this 
KOO to promote and ſupport its 
Foreign Trade (if need were) by all 
the juſt wayes and means that are or 
can be in its power, but how much 
more, when this càn be done, in ſo na- 
tural, eaſy ſecure and advantagious a 
method as is here propoſed, hen by 
but a. ſmall and inconſiderable part, 
not of the preſent product but only 
of the Improvement of our Home 
Induſtry, ſo very conſiderable Sums 
may be raiſed to carry on our Forei 
Trade: Since it may be reaſonably pre- 
ſumed, that by this conſtitution in Five 
or Six Years ſpace, the value of the In- 
duſtry of this Kingdom may be advanc- 
ed to near, if not quite to one Fourth 
part, or to about the value of Eight 
Hundred Thouſand Pound ſterling year · 
p more than it now is, and yet may be 
ill upon the Improveing hand, and fo 
as in a reaſonable courſe of time to bring 
it to a much greater um. 
Doubtleſs, from hence it may be de- 


manded, why this Inftitution was not 


a 
* - 
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introduced "in the ver pain 
Since if things be a$the 
ſented,” tlie Nation might theteb: 
been ii #econdition to — 98 Anda 
contributed” more conſiderable Sums 
then all what the Subſcribers have ad. 
vanced during the ſpace of Five Years 
ether, a 1 — f ele you all 

the Coun aps 
ba beben Million rin Fa her, 
its at this day : And 155 Hot only 
this, but Ricks ina then this mig 
dave been done, had theſe been Years of 
asgreatPlenty, as they have been of 
Scarcity. 180 3:0 
But well as may beinclined to ac this 
on Hltewiſe to obſerve, 
— rnd can — be carry by a 1 
er, andparticuhrh by fayi this 
Mad been done, bit Five or 855 FO 
before theſe laſt Years of Scarcity 
Council A7 rade might have ſo xr Flag 
- as to have rendered that very 
e. as Beneficnl as it harh been 
ious to this Kingdom: But 
N ſince {ſuch a Conſtitution was not 
then. ſo much as thought on, much leſs 
eſtabliſhed; we have only every _ 
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ind an! no Body to blame. 
Thoſe who were principally concern- 


ed in promoting the Eſtabliſhment and 
deſignes of the Company, might poſſi- 
bly then be much unacquainted with the 
Affairs of this Kingdom, both as to Men 
and things, but eſpecially in that of Na- 
tional Improvements, which for any 
thing we know, have hardly ever yet 
been made the buſineſs or general ſtudy 
of any capable perſon, either at Home or 
Abroad, perhaps they might be doubt- 
ful, whether they were capable of bring 
ing the Nation to engage in a matter of 
this conſequence all at once, and ra- 
ther judge it adviſable to begin with a 
part, and ſo incline them to the whole uy 
degrees. Tis poſſible they might be 10 
very intent upon getting the firſt poſ- 
ſeſſion, and tooting in ſo valuable a 
Settlement as was intended, as to poſt- 
pone the thoughts of * thing elſe: 
And as not in the leaſt ſuſpecting the 
unaccountable Treatment and Oppoſi- 
tion at Hamburoh and cliewhere, might 
have the greateſt part of their depen- 
dance on a Foreiga Stock of Money, 
which at that time might appear to 

R them 
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them the readieſt and eaſieſt way of 
bringing the Foreign Trade, and toge- 
ther with that, all other National De- 
ſignes abo ur. 15 

But to leave all theſe more remote 
Conjectures, let us ſuppoſe, that as there 
are things to be known to Morrow, 
which are not revealed to Day, and as 
Men at beſt do, but know in part, and 
can only come to the underſtanding of 
things by degrees: So altho' this Scheme 
be doubtleſs very imperfect, in reſpect 
to what it may be brought to in time, 
Yet *tis likly that even this did not all 
preſent it ſelf to the thoughts of any 
one or more Men at once, poſſibly they 
ſaw but darkly into theſe things at firſt, 
they might not be ſo much perſwaded 
of the weight 2nd conſequence of the 
particulars, of the whole together, of 
their Connection with and Relation to 
one another, or of the way and means 
of putting them in Execution, as they 
might be afterward And upon fur- 
ther conſideration, *tis likly, theſe were 


not only the thoughts of ſome Hours or 


Dayes, but of not a few Moneths, and 
this after the experience and difficultics 
« « ' 23 48 4 0 
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of many Years. Nay it may be, the riſc 


and progreſs of ſome of theſe thoughts 
are in no {mall meaſure due to the very 
nature weight and variety of our preſent 
Difficulties and Diſappointments; per- 
haps nothing leſs then the many repeat- 
ed and various diſappointments of our- 
Company, the ſad effects of the late 
greivous Dearth, the Miſerable condi- 
tion of our Poor, and in a word the 
great and general diſorders in all our 
National Affairs, could have taken fo 
deep an Impreſſion, or at this time have 
occaſioned ſo narrow a earch, or 10 
exact a Scrutiny, as has already been 
made into ſome of the matters contain- 
ed in theſe Propoſals: And after all 
nothing leſs then the repeated Gracious 
Aſſurances given by His Majeſty to 
concur in every thing that can be rea- 
ſonably fallen upon for retrieving the 
Company, and therewith the Nation ; 
And for ſettleing our Trade on {ure 
Foundations: Together with the Hope 
and Aſſurance of a Parliament frankly 
and generouſly inclined to all this; could 
have given the needful Life, Encou- 
ragement and Support to any thing 
ag — . 2 lik 
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like a due proſecution of thoughts of 
this nature. ' 

Beſides the Advantages, this Fund 
and Conſtitution may be capable of 
yielding in the beforementioned parti- 
culars of Granarys, Imploying and re- 
lieving the Poor, 1 on and pro- 
moting the Fiſheries, the Manufacto- 
ries, Cultivating and Improving the 
Native Products, Lowering the Inte- 


reſt of Money; and promoting and 


ſupporting the Foreign Trade of this 
Kingdom: There are two others, 
which altho? but conſequential to theſc; 
Yet are they of ſuch weight and conſe- 
quence, that were there no other or 
greater benefit to be expected from this 
Conſtitution, they might be ſufficient 

Motives for the Eſtabliſhment thereof. 
The firſt of theſe is the augmentation 
and Increaſe of His Majeſties Revenue, 
which by this means will naturally fol- 
low, two manner of ways, that is to ſay, 
both ordinary and extraordinary, by 
the ordinary, the Revenue, eſpecially 
theſe greater Branches of Home and 
Foreign Exciſe, will not only improve 
in proportion to the Improvement 5 
| 0 
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the Kingdom ; but 32 to the 
vaſt difference there will naturally be, 
between the quality and nature of the 
Conſumption of the People, when the 
Nation ſhall once be brought as much 
upon the thriving or growing, as now 
it is upon the declining hand. As to 
the extraordinary, when this Conſtitu- 
tion ſhall come to be fixed and ſettled, 
as it may very well be in Five or Six 
Years: or with good and careful manag- 
ment in little more then halt the time, 
it will from the very Improvement be 
capable of caſing the Nation of all extra- 
ordinary Taxes as Ceſs, Pole, Hearth- 
Money, and ſuch like grievous and un- 
equal Dutys for ever after, at leaſt, as far 
as a Sum of not exceeding Fiſty Thou- 


ſand pounds ſterling Yearly will go: 


And not only ſo, but likewiſe upon 
more than ordinary emergencys, where 
much greater Sums might be required, 
this Conſtitution would not only be cap- 
able of rendering the Moneys to beraiſ- 
ed by Anticipation, much more ready 
and current ; but even of rendering 
Taxing it ſelf much more eaſy and 
equal then it otherwiſe could rollte 


3 1 
be. Since by this means the com- 
mon objectious againſt Exciſes, as that 
on the one hand, they are not eaſily 
brought to bear, as being for the molt 
part ſeveral Years before they can be 
lettled and made effeftual : So on the 
other being of an eaſy and inſen- 
ſible nature, when once afoot, renders 
them hard to be laid aſide, and conſe- 
quently dangerous to Liberty in a regu- 
lar Monarchy, will be naturally and 


Trade: Since as being the National 
Truſtees, ſuch Funds may from time 
to time be committed to their Admini- 
ſtration, and by them the Money may 
be advanced to the Government by 
Anticipation or otherwiſe. 

Thus the Nation may hereby not 
only be eaſed of its preſent uneaſy 
and unequal wayes of Taxing, but the 
King, as he is moſt of all concerned in 
the Kingdom, will naturally reap the 
far greateſt ſhare of the benefit. Since 
hereby His Majſties Kingdom, (all 
things conſidered) may be render- 
ed perhaps little leſs than three 
times as capable of giving and af- 
2 ; : tording 


effeQtually, ſolved in the Council of 
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fſording Supplys; and conſequently 
three times as valuable to him, as ithath' 
hitherto been. on $4 

The other conſiderable Advantage, 
which may be reaſonable expected from 
this Conſtitution, will be that beſides 
the hope, we juſtly have of the acceſſi- 
on of Foreigners, this will doubtleſs be 


the moſt powerful and effectual mean 


that can poſſibly be thought upon, to 
invite and draw home to their Native 
Couutry, no ſmall Numbers of theſe 
great multitudes of our Country- men 
who have been driven Abroad by the 


late Oppreſſions; and ſtill continue in 


Foreign Parts, by reaſon of our preſent 
r EE 
And now to conclude our Reaſoning 
on theſe Seventh and Eight Articles in 
particular, and on the Funds in general, 
allowing that the Funds hereby propo- 
ſed were deſigned for National Ex- 
pence, as they are quite otherwiſe, that 
is to ſay, only for National Improve- 
ments; Yet this Nation would ſtill be 
veryealy in their. ordinary payments, 
in reſpe&, -or when compared with 
ſome of their Neighbours; but 15 
| Ally 


R : 
ally the Hallanders, who Reckoning the t 
conveniency of the Alternative, do not v 
only pay above three times the value of e 
this Impoſition on Corn in particular, Þ i 
but in proportion to their Reſpective 
values, at leaſt Three times as much u 
in the general, as would be payed by h 
thie Kingdom, even after this Conſti- in 
tution ſhould be eſtabliſned: And ?tis £ 01 
hop'd ther's none who but pretend to be a 
good Countrey- men of this Nation, who Ir 
would not according to their ſeveral Nl 
Abilitys, he content to pay full as much, 
if not mofe then the Dutch to have their 
Country but half ſo flouriſhing as that of Ya 
theirs. £ 21 
But on the other hand, if theſe Dutvs 
ſhall be taken, conſidered and under: 
ſtood, not as they at firſt may ſeem; 
but as they really are not as Taxes and 
Sums raifed for National Experice ; but 
for the making and promoting of Natio- 
nal Improvements ; not as publick bur: 
dens, but as good and neceſſary Regu- 
lations, whereby every peny raiſed 
may be atleaſt worth Ten tothe King- 
dom: And conſequently in proportion 
to the parties concerned — — 
ero 
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| thereof; Tis juſfly hop'd theſe Funds 
will not only be complyed with and 
eſtabliſhed as of neceffity, but with all 
imaginable cheerfulneſs. ? | 
As Money Anſwers all things, ſo auice 10. 
without a ſufficient Fund thereof, all we 
have, or poſſibly can propoſe, would be 
ineffectual. The inſufficiency of the Fund 
or want of Money, nay the very fear or 
N apprehenſion of the want thereof, hath 
ruined and loſt many of the beſt & great- 
eſt Deſignes that ever were in the World: 
And certainly a much leis Sum then 
what is here propoſed to be anticipated, 
can never be capable of effectuating 
ſo great a Work as this. And herein it 
ought to be conſidered, that if any Sum 
I ſhould be over, it will not only be ſecure 
Jand at the Call of the Nation; but in the 
mean time may be profitably imployed, 
whereas ſhould the Fund fall ſhort or 
but ſeern in danger of falling ſhort, 
. theſe Deſignes, the ſucceſs whereof do 
u. Iſo naturally depend on one another, 
might, at leaſt in a great meaſure be in 
danger of proving ineffectual; And as 
there are none who ſhall duly conſider 
the connection of the beforementioned 
8 Deſignes 
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Deſignes of Trade and Improvement, 
and the dependance they naturally have 
upon one another, but muſt fully be 
convinced of this: Tis juſty hoped and 
expected, that every Well · wiſher to the 
Happineſs of this Kingdom, will eadea- 
vour firſt to propoſe ſomewhat in lieu 
of any part ofthis Fund or Conſtitution 
that he or they ſhall come to raiſe 
Scruples or Objections againſt ; Since 
the Retrieving the Loſſes, Reputation, 
and Relieving our Country from its pre- 
ſent Diſtreſs and Reproach, is a Sore that 
ought not only to be Skined over, but 
eftectually cured, what ever pains and 
. it coſt, and ſince without this, 
or lore ſuch Conſtitution and Fund a 
this, it may reaſonably be preſumed our 
Countrey can neither be Relieved from 
its preſent Difficulties, nor put upon a In. 
proſperous foot. ö | 

Conſidering the Scarcity of Money 
in, and the ſmalneſs of the Receipts andi 

Payments of this Nation: by the ordina- 
ry way of Anticipation, there could 
hardly be much more, than hall 
the Sum of Ten Hundred ThouſandFJi 


pound ſterling reaſonably depended on 
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from the Credit of? is Fund, within 
the propoſed Three.or Four Years; 
But altho more than this cannot rea- 
lonably be * from the ordi- 
nary way, yet if this Fund or its Equi- 
valent ſhall be ſettled and conſtituted 
as is propoſed, there are thoſe whocan, 
not only propoſe a ſure and certain Me- 
: chod of railing the ſaid whok Sum of 
Ten Hundred Thouſand Pounds in pro- 
portionable Payments, within the firſt 
Four Years, but likewiſe in a very ad- 
vantagious way to the Nation. | 

TtusKingdom is highly obliged both 9» Propo- 
in l ny oy Refund and Auel 13. 
„Support the [zazaz rican Com 
upon this occaſion, in Honour, Nanu 
the Nation is not only the natural Guar- 
dian thereof, and of all its Trading 
Inhabitants. ; but is eſpecially be- 
come fuch by the Act of Parlament 
eſtabliſhing, this Company: And that 
in the Qppolition they have met with, 
and which hath occa{ioned/ their Loſſes 
and Mif-forrunes, not only theigRights 
and Properties, but thoſe of the Kingdom 
in a very particular and ſenſible manner FR 
have rr and in ſuch a * | / 

2 ene 


n 
the matter of demanding and pro- 
curing National Satisfaction, for the loſs 
of Reputaton and Damage done, is not 
nor cannot be the proper Work of the 
Company, or any other Particulars, but 
only ofthe Kingdom in general. 
And as the Nation is concerned in 
Honour, ſo it is point of Intereft to Re- 
fund and Support the Company ; fince 
as hath been faid on the head of Fo- 
regin Trade, that forthe moſt part, where 
the Company can reaſonably be ſuppoſ- 
ed to get a Peny; the Nation may one 
way and other get Seven or Eight: And 
it will not only be the Kingdoms Inte- 
reſt in point of direct Advantage, but 
certainly this Refunding and Re-eſta- 
bliſhment of the Company will be one 
of the moſt politique and prudent Acti- 
ons that could be done by a Nation 
as being' capable of giving much more 
Life and Power at Home, and Reputa- 
tion and Confidence Abroad, than the 
value of ſuch a Sum can poſſibly be to 
the Kingdom. 

But beſides all this, as hath been ſaid 
on the Tenth Article of the Second Pro- 
poſal, there are thoſe, who can on 11 
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half of the Company propoſe a way for 


raiſing a Sum equivalent, if not exceed- 
ing what is hereby required; more than 
could © otherwiſe poſſibly be raiſed 
from this Fund,by the ordinary means, 
and which there is reaſon to believe 
could not, at leaſt at this time be done 
without the Intereſt and Help of thoſe 
who are concerned for the Company; 
ſo that the very doing the thing in this 
way and method, may be at leaft fo 
much if not more immediat advani 
tothe Kingdom, ' beſides all the other 
good Fruits and Conſequences that rar 
reaſonably be expected from fo juſt, 
generous and prudent an Act 2s this. 

Since as hath been already ſaid, no- anicte 2. 
thing can be more advantagious to the 
Increaſe and Succeis of the Induſtry of 
this Kingdom, then the effectual ſupport- 
ing and promoting its Foreign Trade, 
whichhath now been neglected for near, 
if not quite an Age: *Tis certainly not 
only neceſſary and reaſonable, that the 

Company be —_— and frankly 
df refunded, and that the Nation do like- 
0 wiſe add a conſiderable Stock towards 
e. the ſupport and ſtrengthening this F 5 


1 REED 


of Men and thiogs, it would be a Wile 
nnd politique Conſtitution of this Fund, 


forthe Nation, even to be at the riſque 
of the Pong Money. of that L of 
the Stock belonging to particular 
M as only the Intereſt RT 
ſhould be: Rb af the Proprietors there - 
of; That ſo by this means, thoſe who 
are not willing, or are, or may become 
unable might not be lo oppr 
raſſed as hntherto, Wh hath not only 
been a grievous oppreſſion to the parties 
concerned; but a Miſchievous Clog and 
Dead Weight on the np In all 
pecedings. 

2 — — dhis i it may be abjed 
ed, that if Liberty were given, every 
one would he for — out his Stock, 


— rpc epannh to be alone 


* 12 . i 
But to this it nſwer 
That Was this Fund! left ſo precarious 
that every. one might — their 
Stock, and have it — Baur at their 
pleaſure, at a current rate; there might 
ebam und for Sun Objcthiog, * 


eſt and har. if 
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in ſuch a caſe, there would be tigh 


ſhould- be ſucceſsful, or they and the 
Council of Trade wanted not Money, 
but upon every Emergency, and when 

the Countenance and Aſſiſtanceof privat 
Men ſhould be moſt wanted, it would 
be leaſt found: but as this'is propoſed 
che Effect would be quite otherwi 
ſinoe, when once a Man transfers hi 
Stock, he can never have it hack, but 
if he will have more, muſt buy of ano- 


ther, ſo that this-will only open a on- 


. venient door, for a few neceſſitous or 
| Idiſcontented People, either to ſell their 
| | Stocks — „or -ar/leaft get 

their Money back again in the me- 
I chod propoſed : And all this perhaps 
will hardly amount to above Ten per 
cent. ofthe whole: Stock, and as theſe 
diſcontented People have already been 
no ſmall trouble, clog and peoplexicy 
to the Company, and their ngs, 


loſs, this would be a means to con 
— and intail theſe kind of Diſoon-· 
tepts, and uneaſy People on the Com- 


pany, at leaſt — infos _—_ 
if not to after time. 
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demands of Stock, when the Company 


oH they ſhould now be feſt o ſell io 
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As this method will open a Credit- 
ableDoor, to let outDiſcontentedPeople, 
Jo it will render the remainder much 
more fixt and ſteady, then it could 
otherwiſe be, ſince every one will en- 
deavour to keep and transfer to his Po- 
. a Concern, where he has a pro- 
Mien of Gain by Trade, only from the 
e of the Intereſt or Forbearance of 

his Capital, ital, the Reputation and Conve- 
nien — — if there be an ay thing of 
. reaſonable Management,wi alwayes 
it above the principal Money: 

401 as all theſe Publick Funds, are if it 
may be ſoexpreſt, as ſo many Barriers 
to Liberty, and as ſo much ſecurity gi- 
ven by a Nation againſt a Revolution 


of 8 ſo chis _ be of that 
uality in a very particular manner; 
1 he which Prat ear will naturally 
render it one of the beſt contrived, and 
me convenient Funds of that kind, 
and quantity in Europe. 
By the Eight Article of the firſt Pro- 
The Preſident and Councellors 


are ſuch, holding any 
Rinne of Proj or Thy in — es 
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or of receiving any Penſion, Gift, or Ho- 


nour of His Majeſty, that their Time and 


Thoughts may be wholly imploy d, and ta- 
ten up 4s Councellors of Trade, without 
having, or being capable of any other Office, 
Place or Dependence whatſoever, By 
which we ſee, that they are not only 
debarred from accepting any New Ot- 
hce, Honour or Penſion, whiPft they 
are ſuch, but even thoſe who ſhall be 
poſſeſt of any place of Profit or Truſt, 
or that ſhall have any Penſion, and hap- 
pens to be choſen Councellors of Trade 
are hereby obliged to reſigne, before 
he or they can be capable of entering 

upon this Truſt. * +. | 
Conſidering which, and the great At- 
tendance and fatigue the Councellors of 
Trade will be obliged unto, and that 
reaſonably ſpeaking, no Money can be 
ſo well beſtowed as upon theſe, who 
have the chief Care and Management 
of a Buſineſs, ſince its only that, which 
may properly be ſaid to render all the 
reſt effectual; Three Hundred Pounds 
ſterling per Annum Salary, is doubtleſs 
too little, but it ought to be conſidered 
that its not only propoſed thus low, as 
ü being 
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being in the beginning of a Bulineſ,, 
but do leave room for the Bounty of His 
Majeſty, and the Eſtates upon receiy- 
ing and peruſing their Reports, at every 
Meeting of Parliament; Since ſutabęe 
and Honourable Gratuitys, upon ſuch 
occafions, will doubtleſs be thought a 
wiſe and politique inſtitution, when it 
ſhall be conſidered that the lefs or more 
Happineſs of C 
Humane Society is naturally founded in 
the due and equal diſtribution of Re. 
ward and Puniſhment, perhaps, nicely 
Ipeaking, not Puniſhment and Reward 
burReward andPunifhment, for certain- 
: Aerie the —— re 
the diſpoſinęg and placei theſe, 150 
no ſmall Segen A thofe, who 
Would incline Men to Virtue. *Ti 
Ttkely fuch kind of Gratuitys, when 
brought in uſe will hardly be worth leſs 
than 100 lib. or more than 200 lib. per 
Annum in a Medium, but whatever the 
quantity of theſe Gratuitys may be, the 
very nature of them will be capable of 
frirring up Men, more than three times 
as much, almoſt any other Way, fince 
dere will not only be peint of Profit, 


but 


3 of Government, and even of 
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but a very fingular point of Honour, in 
the caſe, by which Men wlll be natu- 
rally ſtirred up and prompted, if poſ- 
ſible to gain more reſpect, or at leaſt as 
much as others have done before them, 
yet notwithſtanding, when this Conſti · 
tution ſhall come to be fully ſettled, 
and in ſo hopful 2 way, as may be juſt- 
ly expected in Five or Six Years after the 
Eſtabliſhment thereof, it may be very 
reaſonable and neceſſary, to augment 
theſe Sallarys, it may be to near, if not 
quite double what they are propoſed to 
be at preſent, and doubtleſs were theſe 
I Sallarys doubled, they might with the 
a Gratuitys be ſufficient for Men in ſuch 
Stations, fo long as the Money {hall 
of continue to bear any thing like the 
A =_ proportion, it now does to other 
a things. 
8 Tis doubtleſs requiſit, That the E- \nide 4, 
„Etors of the Council of Trade ſhould 
«| haverheir Travelling Charges and Ex- 
ef pencesto, and at their ſeveral Yearly 
Meetings for Elections, ſince this will 
tend to the making their Meetings more 
e full, and che keeping of Things upon 
| a Right Foot and Byas, and conſe- 
N 1 quently 
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quently as hath been ſaid, towards mak- 
ing the reſt, the more effectual. 7 

Tis likewiſe highly reaſonable, that 
a Sum of Two Thouſand Pounds ſterling 
per Annum at leaſt, ſhould by Parlia- 
ment be appropriated for Allowances 
for the Attendance of the Directors, 
Members of the Coancil-General, and 
Committees, and that alſo upon the Re- 
ports from time to time, by them to be 
made, of the ftate of the Compuny's At- 
fairs and Proceedings, to His Majeſty, 
and Eſtates of Parliament, Honourable 
Gratuitys and Acknowledgements as 
the caſe may require ſhould be made and 
given as Incouragements to the Dire- 
ors, and it may likewiſe be neceſſary, 
that this Allowance for Attendance 
ſhould be doubled, fo ſoon as it ſhall 
Pleaſe G O D, That the Company's Aft- 
fairs ſhall become Proſperous and Flou- 
riſhing; Since all who underſtand ſuch 
ſort of things, muſt needs allow, that 
no part of a Company's or a Publick 
Stock can be ſo well beſtowed as upon 
reaſonable Allowances, to ſuch as at- 
tend the Management: And that al- 
tho? there is reaſon to believe, that hard- 


ly 
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ly ever any Attendance was better and 
more punctual, where Money has 
not been allowed, then thoſe of the 
Directors, Councils-General and Commit- 
tees of the Company have hitherto been; 
Yet it would not be hard to make ap- 
pear,that had the Company from the very 
beginning, allowed double the Annual 
Sum. here propoſed, as an Encourage» 
ment for Attendance, they might there- 
by have been conſiderable Gainers. 

The Reduction cf the Number of the 
Directors, to that of Twenty will allo be 
very neceſſary, that the Compam s Affairs 
may as little as poſſible, be lyable to the 
raw and giddy Influence of nominal and 
Honorary Directors, whoſe Time Tem- 
per, or Buſineſs, may not, or cannot al- 
low of their due and orderly Attend- 
ance. 

Of the tweaty Directors propoſed, 


Three may always be ſuppoſed to be of 
the Council of Trade, Five for the Commi- 


ttee of Foreign Affairs, who may conti- 
nue during the whole year, and the o- 
ther Twelve by a Rotation of Three 
quarterly, may be the ordinary Com- 


mittees in Waiting or Attendance. 


The 
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The Annual Rotation of One of Four 


of the Directors will likewiſe tend to 
the keeping up a more vigorous and 
Induſtrious Management, breed up a 
double number of Perſons to the Buli- 
neſs, keep the Controle better and more 
ſevere then it could poſſible other- 
wife be: And yet neither the Company, 
nor thoſe who ſhall ſignalize themſelves 
in their Service, will be any thing ſo 
flooting, precarious, and uncertain, as by 


an Annual Election of the whole. 


On Propo- 
fal 4. 
Article 1. 


The Powers propoſed for the Council 
of Trade are only ſuch as will be natu- 
ral, and ſutable to their Work, nor 
can they be prejudicial to, or give rea- 
ſonable Umbrage to any, unleſs ſome 


Scruples ſhould be made with Relation 


to the Power of Admiralty: But to this 
it may be Anſwered, That ſince His 
Grace the Duke of Lennox, is now He- 
reditary Lord High Admiral of this 
Kingdom. And the Right Honour- 


ble the Earl of Argyle is Admiral of a 
great part of the Weſtern Coaſt, which 
are Powers and Prerogatives, not any 
way fit for Subjects, excepring only 
ſuch as are at the ſame ** 
k Wit 
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with the immediat Care and Protection 
of Trade; So if the Coumil 1 | 
be impowered to give ſu t Equi- 
valents to theſe Partys — His 
Majeſties Prerogative does not at all 
ſeem to be leſſened thereby. 

_ + it ſhall ſtill be inſiſted on in be- 
half of Elis Majeſty, That altho” it 
be reaſonable enough to give cheſel lese 
ditary Admirals Equivalents ſor their 
Pretenfions ; Let it will not beſeem the 
Royal Mapefty, for any Subject to have 
the Right of Commanding the Naval 
Force, without direct A ppointment 
and Controle from the King, Th 
be eaſily ſolved by a Prodiſo in the | 
of Parliament Impowering rhe Council 
of Trade, to accept of, and execute the Of- 
kce of Lord High Admiral, when and 
as often, as they ſhall be thereunto ap- 
, and Commiſſionated by His 
Majeſty, His Heirs or Succeſſors, it bo- 
ing wa ſuppoſed, that the nature of 
the thing will ſufficiently incline the 
Kings and Queens of this Realm from 
time to time, to commit this power to 
the Council f Traue. 


Vnjuſt and U nequal Puniſhments do, 


not 
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14, and 97. 


* Ifa. 8,20, 


time, but from Eternity; and * hat 
— and Righteouſneſs is the Baſis of 
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not only involve all thoſe concerned in 


the Legiſlation and Execution in Guilt 


and Blood, but they are always moſt | 


ineffectual for the Ends propoſed , For 
in all Ages Countrys and Places of the | 
World, the more Cruel and Sanguinary | 
the Laws, the more barbarous and nu- I! 
merous the Rapines and Murders, and J. 
this is not at all to be wondered at, ſince It 
not only the well being, but the very II 
being of Things are altogether founded I. 
in Juſtice and Right; Since the Root It 
and Spring of this, 1s not at all from 


choval's Throne and Dominion. 
And fince theſe things are ſo plain 
not only from Reaſon but even the pra- 
ctice thereof, how ſtrange muſt it be N 
not only to find Men, ho lay Claim to Pr 
a ſhare of Common Senſe and Reaſon, | 
but even not a few of thoſe who pre- N 
tend to be Chriſtians, expecting the ſuc- 
ceſs and duration of their Laws, Con- N 
ſtitutions, andGovernments, furtker then vi 
Pry have regard to, or quadrate with 
Juſtice and Equity, and that they An- 
ſwer: * That Standard and Meaſure of 
| Righteouſneſs BY 


„ 62. - 2 ap P 
| R ihreonſmei, the Holy and Bleſſed Les 
0 8 "uy 
, & thoſe who are concerned in the 
« | making or executing of injuſt and un- 
equal Laws, would be but ſerious in a 
1. matter of ſuch weight, as Truth and Ju- 
4 ſtice is, they might eaſily be convinced of 
e the true Reaſons, not only of the weak- 
y Jneſe, but pernicious conſequences of all 
4Icheſe Laws, which have rather been 
1: {the Effects of Mens Paſſions and A ppe- 
m Itites, then of their Reaſon; and have 
it proceeded from violent Humours, and 
of Prejudices, rather then from any due re- 

ſpect to Juſtice and Right. | 

We in this Nation have had our part 
of experience, both of the weakneſs 
and pernicious conſequences of Injuſt 
and Bloody Laws, and particularly in this 
matter of the Puniſhment of Theft. For 
had the Laws with relation to this, been 
Is much founded on Reaſon and due 
onſideration, as they have been in that 
df Paſſion, Prejudice and Violence, 
hey would not only have been much 
more effectual, but the Nation had been 


7 ree of the Guilt and Blood, in which 
55 y this means 2 hath been — 
ut 
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But ſince its the K of theſeObſerva- 


tions, chiefly to inſiſt on the Temporal, or 
Political Reaſons of things; as treating 
only of matters relating to Trade and Im- 
provements in this World, e ſhall not 
here inlarge further on what is more ſpi- 
ritual in the matter of Juſtice and Right, 
then as an Introduction to what of this 
nature ſhall follow, to lay it down as a 
Fundamental Maxime, that whatever 
things, may in the times, or Intervals,of 
their flying from one extremity to another, 
ſeem to us poor weak and ſhort ſighted 
Mortals: And bowever our Hearts may 
be Hardened, or our Eyes Blinded, ſo 48 
not to ſee, or under ſtand the Nature, 
Courſe, nor the End thereof; Tet cer- 
tainly, that which is moſt juſt, in its Nu 
ture, is alſo moſt beneficial, not only in 
reſpet# of the World to come, but even in 
reſpect of this, and that of this Juſtice, 
the Bleſſed Law of GOD, is the Standars 
ana Rate. | 
| Now as the puniſhment hereby de- 
ſigned for Theft is agreeable to this Law, 
ſoit is {elf evident, that it will not only 
be very effectual, but likewiſe bene. 
* Bxod.22 ficial to the Publick, ſince the * T — 
«Iz 2, * Wi 
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- | will be hereby obliged to reſtore Fours 
r || fold, and to work at hard Labour for 
g | the ſpace of Three Years, and if he have 
n ·¶ not to ſatisfy for the Theft, then to be 
ot | condemned for any time, not exceedin 
i- Six Years more, whereby conſiderin 
t, | the Common Strength of Body of theſe 
is | kind of People, and the Work they may 

a | be imployed in, they may be capable of 
er ¶ gaining little leſs, if not more then Five 
HF hill. per Week per Head, one with another, 
er, | about Eighteen pence per Head where- 
ea of, may go to their Subſiſtance, and the 
14) © reſt to be equally divided between the 
4 Party injured and the Council of Trade, 
re, and thus in Nine Years time, a Sum of 
er- | Eighty Pounds ſterling or upwards may 
V. be gained by the Thief, or at leaſt by 
in the Maſs of them in a Medium, for or 
in towards ſatisſaction for the Theft, be- 
ice, ſides the advantage the Nation will 
ara have in having its People preſerved, 

and its Induſtry increaſt thereby. 

de- But if ſuch as are nice in the matter 
W, of the Law of GOD, ſhould object a- 
nly gainſt that part of the Punifhment, 
ne- that extends to Condemnation of 
uct the Thief, to Three Years hard La- 
vill U 2 bour 
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bour, even after- he or ſhe ſhall have 
made a Fourfold ſatisfaction for the 
Theft: To this it may be Anſwered, 
that this Condemnation to work, is 
not on account of the Party injured, 
who is ſuppoſed by the Reſtitution to 
to have full ſatisfaction; but altogether 
on the account of the ſtate, who no 
doubt is naturally obliged, and by the 
Inſtitution of this National Oeconomy, 
will only take the due and neceſſary 
care, to ſee all its ſubjects, well and 
duely imployed: Indeed, were this ſpace 
of Three Years propoſed for a much 
longer time, it might be hard, but (ince 
the time is ſo ſhort, that leſs can hardly be 
ſuppoſed ſufficient to reduce ſuch a for 
of diſolute People from their habit of {loth 
and Idleneſs, to that of Induſtry, to 
unlearn them their Trade of Thievry 
and learn them another, which inſtead o 
being deſtructive to both, is profitable t 
themſelves and the Publick, it canno 
in juſtice be thought otherwiſe ther 
very caſy, and even inclinable to the 
Right, if there be any ſide in Juſtice, 
that is to ſay, to Moderation and Mercy. 
But if on the other hand, it ſhall be 
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e objefted, that ſome * theſe Thieves 
will be ſo Stubborn, that there will be 
no breaking them with this Work. To 
sf this it may be likewiſe Anſwered, that 
di conſidering the ſeveral ſorts of hard 
ta and ſtrong Labour, the Council of Trade 
er will naturally have for many Hundr 

"0 if not for ſome Thouſands of People, 
he ſome of which Work, will be of ſuch 
a a nature, as no Man can endure for 
many Years, or perhaps Months toge- 
adi ther, we need not doubt, but they wil 
ci be ſufficiently in a Condition to tame 
and humble the Stouteſt and Wildeſt of 
acl theſe Thieves and Vagabonds. 

And thus by this Conſtitution our 
Country inſtead of being in this caſe 
otiſ cruel to her Young as hitherto, will be- 
come capable of being a Tender and 
Indulgent Mother, and inſtead of not 
only loſeng her Children, but contra- 
c ting the Guilt of their Blood, ſhe may 
no be put in a Condition of reaping good 
Fruit from their Labours; and after- 
the ward, as they return to their Duty of 
ice receiving them, with open Arms, and 
Cy. by this means, it may be juſtly hoped, 
| be that in a few Years, there will not be 
O 


one 


and thereby undermine the very foun- 


they, the more Modiſh and FaſhionableÞftror 
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one Twentieth part of the Malefactors, 
Crimes, or Criminals, of that kind to be. 
found, that there is at this day. 

Bribery, Cheating, deſigned Cheat · It 
ing, wilful Bankrupſie, and Fraud are It 
likewiſe Theft, and ſo far from being Nil 
a leſſer, or inferior degree thereof, that fi 
they are the worſt and hainouſeſt of all; Fir 
Since theſe not only break and violate the R 
publick Faith and Truſt equally with Bus 
the other; but like wiſe the more pecu · I 
liar Tyes and Obligations among Men, 


dation of Humane Society and Com- 
merce: So that it ſeems ſtrange, that 
thoſe who firſt invented the Hanging offleo 
Thieves, did not begin with this ſort Vi 
firſt, and makes, it juſtly to be ſuſpe- 
Qed, that theſe ſort of Fraudulent 
Thieves, who are not only the moſt po- on: 
litique and potent, but generally the 
moſt numerous of all, might have theo 
firſt and principal hand in this, in ali 
the Countrys, where it hath been introſtha 
duced, and might raiſe all this Duſt lift. 
againſt theſe leſſer, and more Sculking 
ing ſort of Pilferers, that by this meansequ 


Thieve 
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ep e the harder tobe diſco- 
vered, and elcapethe better in theCroud. 

However it be, ſince its certain that 
theſe ſort of Thieves are of the whole 
the greateſt Peſts of Humane Society, 
ifany deſerve harder uſage then others, 
ſurely 1t ought to be they; butthere be- 
ing no difference made by the Rule of I 
Righteouſneſs, we ſhall only ſay, That . 
45 there oug ht not to be any Reſpect of Per- ran. 15. 
ons in Judgement, where the Poor ſhould © 
not be countenanced nor pitied, becauſe 
of his Poverty, nor the Rich Reſpetied 
or Honoured, becauſe of his Wealth or 
at Power; So if a Government reſolves in 
offlgood carneſt to incourage Honefty and 
t Virtue, and diſcountenance the contra- 
e · ry by their Examples of Juſtice, as well 
tas otherwiſe, there is no doubt, but 
0 · one Example of a potent Thief, eſpeci- 
hefſplly if he be of this ſort, will contribute 
heſmore towards * the Peoples Hearing 
alf Fearing, and doing ſo no more, than : Be. in. 
rohat of a Hundred Sheep-ſtealers, Shop- 
aſt lifts and ſuch like, and generally peak 
ill ing, ſince the deſigne of the Law, is 
amgequally to hinder the great Thieves 
\bla$rom hanging the little ones, or from in- 
we Hy terceeding 
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terceeding for, or protecting one ano- i} 
ther; And fince here is no Mans Blood I, 
taken, ſince the puniſhment is fo juſt I, 
and eaſy, and that here is no ſuch . 
Bar or Tache, as either to hinder or 
diſcourage a Thief of any ſort from 
returning to his Duty. Tis hoped 
that if this Conſtitution be once ſet on 
foot, there ſhall no more Thieves 
of what ſort or quality ſoever, be ſuf. 
fered to eſcape the Puniſhment, and 
that it ſhall. become a diſcredit little leſs Þ; 
then that of the Theft it ſelf, ſo much 
as to interceed to this purpoſe. . And 
when things ſhall be thus carryed, we 
ſhall ſoon ſee, both the number of the 
Crimes and Criminals diminiſh, and 
come to be as ſeldom, as now | they 
are e found, or heard of. 
As the Hanging of Thieves, in all 
Countrys, where practiſed hath been I 
found to be a deſtructive and unſuc ;, 
ceſsful piece of Cruelty, ſo is the 
confounding the Fraudulent Debtor, 
Which is one of the worſt ſort of 
Thieves, and the Poor and Honeſt 
Debtor together: By the Law of GOD, 
Creditors are ſo fir from having 2 
& | Right 
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Right to Bury the Perſons of their 
Poor unhappy Debtors in Priſons, 
that they might not take from them 
any thing which was neceſſary for 
their Subſiſtance or Support, for thus 


/ ; b 3 . 
its Written, viz: * when then lend- „ 1. 
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n Beſt thy Brother the loan thing thou 
d . —— 20 into his ri] Ws fereh his 
n Pledge, thou ſbalt ſtand abroad, and the 
: Man to whom thou doeft lend ſhall bring the 
d 
ls 

h 


ledge abroad unto thee: And if the Man 
he poor, thou ſhalt not ſleep with his 8 
in am eaſe, thou ſhalt deliver him t 
ledge again when the Sun goeth down, 
hat he may ſleep in his own Raiment, and 
leſs thee, and it ſhall be Rigteonſneſs 
ie Into thee before the LORD thy GOD: 

d And we have not only this N egative 

n the Caſe, but likewiſe an Affirmative 

a the following Terms, * If therebe, 
mMOng you 4 Poor Max of one of thy Bre- 7. to Pg 
bren, within any of thy gates in the Land 

"Which the LORD thy GOD giveth thee 

Mu ſhalt not harden thy Heart, nor ſhut 

ine Hand from thy poor Brother; But 
ſhalt open thine Hand wide unto him, 


d ſhalt ſurely lend him ſufficient for his 
ed, in that which he wanteth. Beware 
| that 
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that there be not a thought in thy Wicked 
Heart, ſaying the Seventh Tear, the Tea 
of Releaſe is at hand, and thine Eye be 
evil againi# thy poor Brother, and thou 
giveſt him nought, and he Cry unto the 
LORD, againſt thee, and it be Sin unt 
thee: Thou ſhalt ſurely give him, ani 
thine Heart ſhall not be grieved, when thou 
grvelt unto him, becanſe that for thi; 
thing the LORD thy GOD ſhall Bleſs 
thee in all thy Works, and in all thou put- 
Feſt thine hand unto: for the Poor ſhal 
never ceaſe out MA the Land, Therefore | 
command thee, ſaying thou ſhalt open thin 
hand wide unto thy Brother, to thy Pon 
and to thy Needy, in thy Land, 

So that thoſe who Impriſon poor De. 
btors, in whom there is not found any 
Fraudulent Deſign, are guilty of break- 
ing two ſeveral Commands at one and}: 
the ſame time, and not only fo, but 
this is directly againſt one of the Funda. 
mental Petitions of the Prayer of every 
Chriſtian, and ought it not to be 
wondered at That any of thoſe who 
call themſelves Chriſtians, ſhould not 
only by their Lives, but even by 
their Laws fo ſtrangely a 
tne! 
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their Precepts and even their very 
Prayers. | 

As this practice is directly oppoſit to 
the Law of God, ſo is it of a moſt de- 
ſtructive nature in it ſelf, ſince hereby 
Honeft Men are not only made liable 
to the ſame Fate, but even put in a 
worſe Condition then the worſt ſort of 
Thieves. For the Thief often takes 
care to ſecure enough both to maintain 
his Family if he have one, and for him- 
ſelf to live plentifully in Priſon, or in the 
place of his Retirement, whereas the 
Honeſt Man and his Family, muſt 
either ſtar ve or at leaſt be in danger of 
Starving: So that one and the ſame 
procedure, opens a Door to let the Guilty 
Eſcape and to Oppreſs the Innocent. 
Beſides the miſchievous conſequence of 
this to commerce in general, by prov- 
ing a ſhelter and loop-hole for Thieves, 
and a Temptation and Diſcouragement 
to Men, who are reduced to low or 
deſperare Circumftances, from being 
juſt to their Creditors, to the beſt of 
their power: It brings a great deal of 
Blood and Guilt on a Land, and ren- 
ders a great number of People who 

X 2 might 


* 
might be both uſeful and benificial to 
the Publick, and in a hopeful way of 
doing at leaft ſome what towards Dif. 
charging their Debts, not only uſeleſs 
but an inſufferable burthen to their 

Country. _ 
This Eight Article, brings us to aff « 
Third {tort of Thieves, which is that! 
Idle and Diſſolute People called Beggars, 
for althoꝰ they be ſomewhat more Tame 
and Familiar with us; yet are they re- 
ally but another ſort of Thieves: By 
this we mean only ſuch as make Beg. 
ging the whole or any part of their 
Trade or Buſineſs, For there is no 
doubt, but one Man, not only may, but 
hath a Right to Beg or Delire a Favout 
of another, in a trait, in a difficulty, or 
upon an emergency, as appears plainly 
by the Diſcourſe on the laſt Article, 
but that any thing, of Mankind ſhould 
make this their Buſineſs, or any pa 
thereof, is not only contrary to Juſtice 
but to all good order among Men; and 
indeed its wonderful to think, that ever 
2ny thing that looks like, or pretends 
to be a Government of Men, but efj 
cially of Chriftians, who at leaſt pretend 
i 


anw_m— va a ac MMaocMM 


FF $$ ils po tc i tow << ko A: oA@Ows>o—. ow a 


„e A 


(2052); - 
to be the beſt and Wien ſort of them, 
ſhould allow ſuch a diſorder to Humane 
Society, as a profeſt Trade of Begging, 
but eſpecially ſince as we have ſaid, 
People and their Induſtry, are not only the 
Traeſt and moſt Solid Riches of a Prince 
| or State; but in reſpect of them all other 
t things are but imaginary. 
, But inſtead of ſo great Good, as the 
e World had juſt reaſon to expect, from 
= theſe Governments, commonly called 
yl Chriſtian, in the matter of due Care, and 
Good Order among Men, and even 
Improvement of Humane Society, be- 
0 yond what it could poſſibly attain to in 
u Heathendom, we are ſorry there is oc- 
ur caſion to ſay, that altho* there might be 
of ſome few of this ſort of Thieves, ſculk- 
ing up and down in all Ages, and in all 
times of the World; yet certainly this 
Trade of Begging or Beggary was ne- 
ver introduced in form, but by, and to- 
gether with the Corruption of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion; in ſome of whoſe 
Countries it's come to that height, that 
Begging is not only accounted a Credit, 
but even a piece of Devotion. 
As the Rooting out this evil, as, 
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be one of the greateſt and beft peices of 
Service, that could poſſibly be done 10 
a Country, ſo certainly it would be no 
eaſy matter; for if, as ſome have ad- 
viſed, a Law were made to reduce 
theſe diſſolute People back again to 
ſlavery. as with the Antient Heathens, 
in ſuch a Caſe, only the ſtrongeſt and ab- 
leſt of them would be taken up by par- 
ticular Men, and ſtill the weakeſt and 
moſt helpleſs, would be left to ſtarve, or 
be miſerable in themſelves, and a dead 
weight ou the Induſtry of others; So 
that the evil might thereby, be ſome- 
what leſſened and abated, but far enough 


from being Rooted out. From the Con- 
ſideration of which and even from the 
thing, as it appears in the practice in 
thoſe Countries, where one Man is 
made anothers property, it may rea- ||| *' 
ſonably be preſumed, that nothing leſs . 


then a National Conſtitution with theſe 
or the like powers and means, can ever 
Effectually Redreis this diſorder, and 
this is not only plain in the reaſon there- 
of, but likewiſe in the practice. Since 
in Holland, ſeveral of the Hanſe.-Jomns, and 
other places of Europe, it is only by Con- 
990 ſtitutions 
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able way of Rooting out Beggary and 
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ſtitutions and Funds expreſsly Adapt- 
ed and Applyed, that Nationaly ſpeak- 
ing, People are found capable of bein 
broken off, from their habits of Idleneſ 
and Sloth. 
But this is not only, the moſt prob- 


Sloth; but conſidering the Nature of 
theſe Propoſals, and the Dependance the 
things, have upon one another, this will 
be the moſt profitable method that hath 
hitherto, or perhaps can be propoſed; 
Since by this means the whole, whether 
they be more or leſs capable, will be 
equally taken care of, and Comfortably 
and Wholſomly mentained; and every 
on whois liable to do any thing of what 
nature ſoever, will here find their work 
ready provided for them. And altho? 
there 15 no manner of doubt but they 
will be a raw and untoward Crew at 
firſt, yet in time they may be brought 
into ſuch a method ; and put upon ſuch 
a train of Buſineſs, as will make it very 
eaſy to keep them in order. 

By what hath been done in the like 
caſes, elſewhere, it may reaſonably be 
expected, that in leſs then four m_ 

after 
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after the Settlment of this Conſtitu- 
tion there need not be a Beggar, or 
other Vagabond left in the Kingdom: 
And in fix or ſeven Years the work 
of the more able of theſe People may 
be brought to be very near, if not 
quite Sufficient to Subſiſt the whole 
Maſs of them, in ſomuch, that after 
this, the Voluntary Charities together 
with the Product of their own work 
may be Sufficient, if not more then en- 
ough for their Mentainance. By Volunt- 
ary Charity, we underſtand only ſuch 
as comes to be Offered or Given, by the Y;1 
Partics freely, and without being moved F*; 
thercunto, by any particular Solicita- YT 
tion, or Object of their Compaſſion. Nc 
Now for the better and more parti- I 
cular underſtanding of the benifit this Ide 
Kingdom may receive, by the Imploy- F 
ment of its Poor, and promoting and ſup- * 
porting the Induſtry of its People as 
227 ed by this Conſtitution, it may 
neceſſary to take notice, that as in 
the Obſervations on equal 'Taxing, the 
Conſumption of this Kingdom, is ſup- 
ſed to be about 3, 400, ooo, lib. 
erl. per Annum, and the Number 2 
the 
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the People to be 600, oo. That one 
Fourth Part ar about 150000. of this 
g Number, conſume above on half of this 

General Expence, or about 1, 800, ooo. 
. or near 4 ſb, 8, 4, fterl. per Week 
ter Head; That the remainder or other 
© || three fourths of this Maſs of People do 
l not ſpend above, 1, 600, ooo, per As- 
1 num or a little mare than 16, 4, = 

Week per Head. So it may be probably 
I conjectured, that one, Third or about 
I 150, 000, of theſe may ſpend about 

21, pewce (ferl. per Week and that ano- 
5 ſ[iber Third may be Subſiſted at about 


16, 4, ger Week: ag: that the laſt 
Third or Number of 150, ooo, are a 
fart of People, who we * to 
ſay do little more then half Live, and 
do not one with another ſpend above 
IT, pence per Week per Head. That the 
two midle forts by their Induſtry, do 
not only provide their own Mainten- 
ance, but likewiſe contribute the great- 
ſt ſhare of that of both the other ex- 
treames. That the People of this loweſt 
xtream, altho' as hath been ſaid, they 
little more then half Live; yet at leaſt 
ne half of this is Contributed by 
Y others 
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others, and if we might venture again 
to diſtinguiſh, theſe loweſt ſort of Peo. 
ple from one another, we ſhould ſup. 
poſe that one third or Fifty Thouſand 
of them, do not gain above two thirds 
of their Subſiſtance, the other Third 
not aboye one half: and that the 
Remainder do but gain one third of 
their Expence, ſo as the whole Defi- 
ciency may amount to the Sum of 
168, 750. 

Upon conſidering the Reaſons of 
theſe conjectures, and comparing of 
them with a * Computation, 
whereby we have ſuppoſed the Nation 
to be at an Expence of 135, ooo. ib, 
ſterl. per Annum, towards Maintenance 
of their Poor. We are inclined to be. 
lieve, that the Poor of this Kingdom, 
do not in direct Expence, ſtand the 
Nation in leſs then a Sum of 135, ooo. 
Nor perhaps in much more then this 
Sum of about 170, ooo. But it is to be 
obſerved, that in this Expence we 
reckon not only what is given in Mo- 
ney, but likewiſe what is given in any 
other Specie, ſince there is nothing can 

be Contributed to their Relief, but 


muſt Y. 
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| muſt have a value, let that value be 
more or leſs. 

Now by this Conſtitution the Na- 
tion, will not only be eaſed of all this 
Expence, excepting only the Voluntary 
Charities, which can hardly be ſuppoſ- 
ed to amount to one fifth part thereof. 
But theſe People who Live, bur at the 
Inte of Ten or Eleven Pence per Week 
or ſome at that of leſs, will be naturally 
brought in a ſmall time to live at the rate 
of Sixteen pence per Week one with 
of another. 
u, It's likewiſe to be obſerved, that al- 
A Ftho* there be here ſuppoſed to be 
0.150, ooo, People, who leſs or more are 
ce a burthen or dead weight on others 
X- | Yet there will perhaps never above a 
m, ¶ Fifth Part, if ſo many of thoſe come to be 
he liable to the Publick Works, or under 
0. the direct care of the Council of Trade; 
Since this Conſtitution will naturally 
give Liſe, Support and Encouragement 
to the Induſtry of the whole Kingdom 
which all things confidered, may be 
perſumed will be nearer T wenty then 
Ten times, what ſhall be under their 
immediate Care and Direction. 
. 12 The 
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The Wa and Support, 
that will thereby be given to the In- 
duſtry of the Natiom may with any 
thing of a Management be reaſonably 
ſuppoſed in 5 or 6 Years time, to bring 
this Maſs of 450, ooo, People to be 
able to conſume a third part more, or. 
at the rate of two ſhillings per Week one 
with another; by which time it may 
likewiſe be hoped they may begin to be 
in a condition of laying up ſomewhat 
in National Store. 3 . 
Thus by this Conſtitution the Na- 
tion may not only be caſed, of a dead 
weight of more than one Hundred 
Thouſand Pounds ſterl. Yearly of dired 
Expence; But theſe People who arc 
now the greateſt burthen to the Indu- 
fry of the Kingdom may be made its 
Principal Support: And thoſe who 
are now the Great and Principal Means 
of our Poverty, may become the Chict- 
eſt Cauſe of our Wealth. For theſe are 
the Hands that muſt put all what we 
have before ſpoken of in Motion, and 
its only in proportion to their Number 
or Capacities, that things can be under: 
taken and done, and therefore as * 
£111S 
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this Conſtitution be - it 


might properly enough be ſaid, ve have 


too many People, yer chen e ſhall b 2 


found to have too ſe ww. 
From all which, and much more 
chat might be ſaid on this: bead, it mby 
be reaſonably concluded that With Rè- 
8 lation to Society, as an Ind uſtrious Main 
is naturally the moſt beneficial C 
& | that is or can be in or tothe World; -$o 
_ ard is not only: a burden to 
imſelf, for Lazy People take alwayes 
moſt pains, — even to the Earth = 
moves on, and to Mankind in gene 
of whom he pretends to be A part, 80 an 
that in all Societies, whether great or 
e ſmall, thoſe who bear Rule, are high= 
u. ly obliged, and deep! 8 concerned, both 
its in Juſtice and Inte rovide cou. 
ho venient and ſufficient Work, and :fub3 
ns ſiſtance for thoſe committed to their 
ef. Care; and both by Example and Qor- 
are rection to oblige them to be Induſtrious. 
well The uſe and acce 
nd Silver in Ex e for other things 
was at firſt, and originally introduced 
into the World by the comtnon confent 
of Men, wherein the 8 value 
Was 


ptance of Gold amt + 
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was not conſidered, or diſtinguiſhed by 
Marks or Names, but by weight and 
fineneſs; And therefore we find when 
* Abraham bought the Field of Ephroy, 
he weighed: Foyr Hundred Shekels of 
Silver Current ey with the Mer- 

but in proceſsoftime, and when 
Trade n to extend its ſelf, through 
may and remote Countrys; to make 
the Receipts and Payments of Gold and 
Silver more eaſy, certain Marks Stamps 
or Numbers, to ſignify the weight and 
Fineneſs thereof, were deviſed to be 
: = upon the ſeveral pieces: And at 
firſt theſe Marks were put by ſome of 
the principal Moneyers or Traders 
themſelves, and had a currency at leaſt, 
ſo far as they were known, or had a 
Reputation, but ſince the Publick of a 
Country was not only better known, 
but ſuppoſed tobe leſs ſubject to Fraud; 
Therefore the putting of theſẽ Marks, or 
making theſe Certifications were natu- 
rally and of courſe referred to the Care 
and Truſt of Princes orStates: But as witli 
other ſorts of Bankrupts, ſo it is but too 
oſten with Bankrupt States, when by ill 
c. ourſes they are reduced to 2 
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Difficulties, th 2 FFI ly forſake the 
profitable as well as laudable meaſures 
of Truth and Juſtice, and berake them- 
ſelves to indirect ſhifts and little Tricks, 
among which the diminiſhing debaſing 
or altering the Denomination of the 
rrent Money hath ſometimes been 
one. ' 

This purloining Trick of - State, 
which opened a Door for depravin 
both as to Matter and Meaſure thoſe 
Species, which by the Conſent of Men 
in moſt places of the World are 9 5 
to be the common Standard and Mea- 
ſure of all other things, was introduced 
with the Deſtruction of the Roman 
Empire, by the Goths Vandals, and 
other Bar Northern Nations 
through the Craft of the Jews and Lom- 
bards of theſe dayes, who made uſe of 
the Ignorance of the Times, and - the 
Neceſſities of ſeveral Paultry Princes, un- 
der whom they lived ; to their own par- 
ticular advantage, but to the inexpreſs- 
able prejudice of the general commerce, 
perſwaded thoſe Princes, and not a few 
il among the giddy and unthinking Croud 
d that the giving their Money another or 


' N ihn " 8 
better Name wouid increaſe its value. 
As to many others, this unac- 
countable Conceit hath been very pre- 
judicial to this Nation, and altho” we 
ſee at this day, that the Paund Ferling in 
Ems land, the Liver in France, the Gilder 
m Holland and other places, and the 
Pound Scots here, which were Origi- 
nally near, if not quite the fame thing, 
are not a peny the better for their dit- 
ferent names, but ſo far the worſe as 
they createan uncertainty and difficul- 
ty in commerce. Let we find another 
alteration of our Money in the Year 
1686. by which our Pound ſterling is 
debaſed or ſunk to about Eight and a 
Third per Cent. below that of the Ez. 
_ #liſþ value. Which alteration hath ever 
ſince, beſides other diſadvantages, been a 
ſenſible addition to the Impoſition upon 
this Kingdom, in the matter of Exchange: 
but ſinceè any alteration in Money, which 
Way ſoever it be, is a real loſs to a 
Country; whether the reduceing the 
ftandard back again to What it was, or 
fixing it where it now is, would be leaſt 
prejudicial to the Nation? is a queſtion 
not eaſily determined, and whi = a 

* Out 
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Council of Trade, alex * Inquiry and 
Examination of the Matters of Fact re- 
lating thereunto, will be the beſt and 

molt capable Judges. | 
The Alterations, Confuſions, or uncer- 
taint ys in the Moneys, or in the Weight 
and Meaſures of a Country, altho' they 
be of the moſt inſenſible; Yet are they 
of the moſt pernicious conſequences to 
Trade and Commerce. In the matter of 
Money, we may have ſome proſpect of 
the quantity, and nature of the miſcheif, 
if we conſider that in moſt Countrys, 
the Current Moneys, doth not exceed 
one Twentieth part of the other Ef- 
feats, fo that any Impoſition or Diffi- 
cultys on the Moneys, doth not only 
directly affect this one, but likewiſe the 
other Nineteen parts, whereof it is the 
Meaſure and Standard : Whereas when 
Impoſitions, Alterations or Difficulties 
happen unto, or come upon any other 
part of the Stock, or Effects of a Coun- 
try, it for the moſt part affetts that 
part only, where it directly falls or lyes. 
From which it may be reaſonably con- 
cluded, that whatever the preſent French 
. 9109191 King 


Ao. | 
King, raiſed by his late Impoſitions 
on the Alterations of Money, hath 
done atleaſt Ten times the prejudice to 
France, that the Sums could have done 
when raiſed another way ; but this by 
being often done in that 3 hath 
gained Credit by time and frequent 
practiſe, and we know Conceits thus 
acquired and rooted, are not eaſily part - 
ed with, even by particular Men, and 
much leſs by Nations. 

The Money of this Kingdom, which 
is in weight and fineneſs under the 
Standard, hath certainly done more 
miſchief anually to the Nation, for ſe- 
veral Years laſt paſt, not only then all 
the loſs would be in crying it down, and 
the Expence of recoining thereof, but 
perhaps then the very hominal value of 
all that kind of Species; ſo it is rea- 
ſonably propoſed, to be called in, 
and recoined, the loſs whereof will be 
but very inconſiderable, and this but 
for once, and perhaps will fall as eaſil 
and equally on the poſſeſſors of theſe 
Species, as any other way it could be 
raiſed. 

The Laws prohibiting the Exporta- 
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tion of Money, are alſo very pernicious 
to a Country, and have juſt a contrary 
effect, to what is at leaſt pretended, to 
be deſigned by them, which is to keep 
the Money in the Country. Since be- 
ſides the other prejudices this naturally 
brings to Trade, which are too many 
here to enumerate, in our particular, its 
the main cauſe of the grievous loſs we 
are commonly at in the Exchange. 

Now for clearer light in this matter, 
it ought to be conſidered, that abati 
accidents which happen but dom ad 
are inconſiderable, in the whole, there 


«NE are but three things, which can naturally 


occaſion loſs by Exchange or therein re- 
ceiving leſs then the real Value of the 
Money of a Country. That is to ſay, the 
ſuppoſed Expence of Carriage, from the 
different places, the ſuppoſed Riſque or 
the Hazard of this Conveyance, and the 
Uſe or Intereſt for the forbearance of 
this Money, for the time its ſuppoſed to 
be lying out, and that all theſe three to- 
gether, reaſonably ſpeaking, between 
this and London, can hardly amount to 
above three per Ceut at moſt ; So that at 
higheſt the Hundred Pounds in Londen 
8 Z 2 ought 
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ought never to exceed One Hundred 
Eleven and a Third, or thereabouts here 
at Edinburgh. „Au | 
No if from thence it ſhall he asked, 
how and from what reaſons then doth 
our Exchange comes to rife to our pre- 
judice, even to Fifteen, Sixteen, and 
ſometimes much higher. To this it 
may be Anſwered, that this likewife 
comes by three things, of which we 
our ſelves are the Cauſe. As /,. By 
the uncertainty of our Money in Ge- 
neral, ſince the alteration in the Year 
1686. 240, By the Corruption of 
{ome of our Coin in Particular. But 
in the Third place, eſpecially and above 
all, by the Reſtraint on the Export- 
tion. For we may be {ure the Merch- 
ant, Exchanger or Moneyer Conſiders 
of, and puts a Value upon all theſe 

things. tr 5 | 
So that this Thread bare ſhift of Re- 
ſtraint, is ſo far from hindering theExpor- 
ation as pretended ; that beſides its other 
inconveniencies, which are more inſen- 
ſible, 22 che one hand it incourages, and 
even forces, not only the Exportation, 
but real loſs, of as much as Foreigne 
8 get, 
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get, of what we are impoſed upon in the 
Exchange, on that account: As like wiſe 


as much as we are obliged to pay to 
them for running the real Species, when 
its found neceſſary to carry it out, and on 
the other hand, it hinders the Importa- 
tion of any Gold or Silver, but what muſt 
by ſome neceſſity or other be brought 
in, ſincc we may, be ſure no body 
would wiſh his Money, no more 


than his Perſon in a Priſon: And need 


not doubt but Money as well as Men, 
inclines to be where beſt uſed, and 
under leaſt Reſtraint, and that as 
Trade and the Meaſures thereof, 
is Originally and Naturally Found- 
ed, in the Common Conſent of Men, 
lo it ever was and will be, capable 
of being hedged cut, but never of 
being hedged 1n, by Reſtraints, Coer- 
tions, and Prohibitions. | 


By what we have been able to learn, on Propoſal 
the Exportations and Importations, are 


not'above one Eleventh Part, or but as 
One is to Ten, of the value of the reſt of 
the Induſtry of this Kingdom. And con- 
lidering the Influence Duties and Diff 
culties on the Navigation of a 8 
a guc ve 
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have upon all the other parts of the 
Induftry and Improvements thereof, it 
may be reaſonably concluded, that 


whatever part of the Cuſtoms or other 


Duties, lyes upon this _ of our In- 
duſtry, may be near if not quite as 
heavy upon the Improvement of this 
Kingdom, as Ten times ſo much raiſed 
on the Conſumption, and therefore it 
is, that by this Fifth Propoſal, all Du- 
ties and Impoſitions, excepting, one per 
Cent of the value, by the name of Entry 
Money, is Propoſed to be taken off, 
from the Exportations in General, as 


alſo from the Importation of all ſuch 


Growrths, Products, Goods and Merch- 
andizes, as can be Manufactured or 
Meliorated, or ſhall not be Conſumed 
in this Kingdom. But that on the con- 
trary, all Foreign Liquors, ond other 
Goods and Merchandizes, Conſumed 
in this Kingdom, may pay double the 
Impoſitions they now do. 

By this means the Nation will be 
equivalent to a free port, ſince the 
weight of the Duties will effectually be 
taken from the Induſtry, and put upon 
the Conſumption, where they Wy 
Et. ought 


an 
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ought to ly. And yet conſidering that 
the Duties on the Conſumption will be 
doubled: And the Life and Encour- 
ment this will give to Navigation, 
whatever may ha how for two or three 

c 


Yearstill things be ſettled ; Yet upon the 
whole, His Majeſties Revenue, inſtead 
of being prejudiced will be conſiderably 
benifited thereby. 

By this means we may not only be 
capable of enen ſolid Encouragement 
to our Manufactures at Home, but the 
{upperfluities of the one part of the Na- 
tion, might prudently be brought to 
contribute conſiderably towards the 
Expence of Protecting and Supportin 
the Induſtry of the other part thereo 
and inſtead of being further ſhackled, 
the Nation might be freed from the 
Pernicious Conſequences of theſe Invi- 
dious Courſes, or rather ſhifts of Re- 
ſtraints and Prohibitions, which never 
did nor poſſibly can Anſwer the pro- 
poſed ends; But on the contrary are in 
their very nature, the moſt Pernicious 
Lets and Impediments, to che Regular 
Courſe of Induſtry, and the due Corre- 


: ipondence and Commerce of Nations. 


And 
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And by which, inſtead of Inlarging 
and Increaſſing our Correſpondence 
Abroad, we ſhould put our ſelves in a 
ſtate of Enmity with all or moſt Trad- 
ing Nations, and not only ſo but moſt 
part of the little Shipping we have ſtill 
remaining, and of the few People we 
have yet in Buſineſs would be put quite 
out of their Bias. Since we ſhould hereby 
diſable them from one Trade, before we fl 
learnt or provided them with another. 
By Multiplying of Oaths, Searches, Dan- II 
gers and Difficulties, upon what For- It 
eign and Domeſtick Trade ſhould be till 
left, it will be quite wrung out of the 
Hands of Honeſt and Capable Men, 
and abandoned to ſuch Deſigning and 
Intriguing Knaves, as can or rather th 
will afford us, not their Goods and D 
Merchandizes, but their Oaths and th 
Perjuries at the loweſt price. pr. 
But it's hop'd, theſe and the like 
miſchievous conſequences, to the Trade 
of che Kingdom in General, and to 
His Majeſties Revenue in Particular, 
will be prevented by the Eſtabliſhing o 
a Council of Trade, who may have both 
Power and Means, not only — 
the 


nnn 
the Nation from the Danger of theſe 
New PFetters, but likewiſe from the 
a | Weight and Intanglements of the Old; 
- | who the more and deeper they enter 
ſt upon due Examination and Scrutiny,of 
Il cheſe or the like things, the more they 
e will naturally find, that its not by little 
te ſhifts or tricks, but by downright Dili 
I gence and Induſtry, that the Trade of a 
ve Country can be Supported or Improved. 
rfl Since the Farming rhe Cuſtoms and 
n- Foreign Exciſe, is in the Nature of the 
- thing not only of Pernicious Conſe- 
quence to the Trade, but whatever it 
may ſeem, from the ſcruing things up 

o an Extremity for a time, yet certain- 
ly at long run it is likewiſe hurtful to 
her hat Revenue of His Majeſty, and there- 
nd fore by the 6:h Article of this Propoſal, 
he preſent Farm or Tack thereof, is 
propoſed to be broken, and that the ſaid 

tome or Foreign Exciſe may not be 
ereafter let to Farm. 

If the Foreign Trade of this King- 
lar om, ſhould come to be ſettled as here 
g OPropoſed, a new Book of Rates, or at 
othlcaſt conſiderable Alterations in the Old 
werfnight be neceflary; the Regulating 
the Aa and 


6th. 
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and Adjuſting whereof may, be proper 


Work for a Council of Trade. 
Since by thisLooſe and Irregular Tye 


On Propoſs! Of the Union of the Crowns without 


the Addition of that of the Hearts, 


Hands, Induſtry and Civil Intereſt of 


thele Nations. 'This Kingdom heth 


not only been deprived of the Imperial 


ſeat of its Government, but therewith 
loſt the ordinary means of Counte- 


nanceing and Protecting its Foreign 


Trade by Naval Force, Ambaſſadors 
Reſidents and ſuch like, wherefore as 
much as poſſible to ſupply this natural 
defect. It is hereby propoſed, that an 
Artificial Security be formed upon the 
Cuſtoms and Foreign Exciſe, which 
was, is, and in the nature ofthe thing 
o_ only and Chiefly, to be granted 
and ſettled for the Protection and Se. 
curity of Foreign Trade. 

And conſidering our late uſage and 
preſent Circumſtances, it might not 
be unreaſonable to expe, that this 
Fund ſhould be extended to the In- 
ſurance of the Ships and Effects of this 
Kingdom, even from the Dangers and 
Accidents of War; But ſince thi 
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. * at one time or other, be a real 
an 


conſiderable prejudice to that Re- 
e | venue, or give Umbrage or Diſſatis- 
t faction to His Majeſty, it's therefore 
; | not inſiſted upon, but only propoſed 
xF | that this Fund may for the Future, re- 
h | main as a Security againſt ſuch ungrate- 
al ful and more than barbarous Treat- 
th ments, as this Nation hath-lately met 
e. with from, or at leaſt on the Account 
zu or by Reaſon of ſome of its Superb 
and Diſdainful Neighbours. And ſince 
a5 its hop'd that ſuch Infractions will never 
ral again be repeated; wherefore altho? 
an} what is here deſired may be a Solid 
the and SatistaQtorySecurity to HisSubjeQs, 
ich} yet can it not be any real or ſenſible loſs 
ing} or hazard to His Majeſty. 
ted! By the Introduction to this, as like- on vropotal 
Sf wiſe in the Reaſons upon the Seventh *. 
and Eight Articles of the Second Pro- 
and] poſal; we have touched upon the par- 
not ticular Advantages to, and the Advance- 
this ment of His Majeſties Revenue by this 
In. Conſtitution and Fund, to which it 
this may be added, That the Eſtabliſhment 
hereof will be the moſt Effectual Means 
of avoiding, the Pernicious Effects of 
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theſe Reſtraints and Prohibitions; By 
which the little Trade and Induſtry yet 
remaining, and therewith His Maje- 
ſties Revenue, is in danger of receiving 

an Irreparable Loſs and Prejudice. 
And ſince His Majeſties Revenue is, 
all things conſidered, not only capable 
of receiving proportionable, but even 
greater Advantages by this Conſtitu- 
tion, then the other Effects of this Na- 
tion, theſe ſmall and precarious Branch- 
es thereof, Propoſed by the Fourth and 
Ninth Articles of the Second Propoſal, 
to be Appropriated to this Fund, will 
hardly amount to His Majeſties ſhare of 
this National Stock; Conſidering which 
and that theſe ſmaller Revenues will 
naturally be capable of yielding near, 
if not quite double the Advantage to 
the Council of Trade, they can to His 
Majeſty, and yet be eaſier to the Sub- 
ject then hitherto. The Glory His Ma- 
jeſty will have, and the Intereſt he will 
Gain in the Affections of His People, in 
Contributing His part to this Fund: 
And therewith towards Repairing the 
Loſſes of the Company and Nation, in 
their late Attempt of Foreign Trade, 
We 


fn 
we ſay conſidering theſe things toge- 
ther, this will be found fo far from be- 
ing a loſs, that it's capable of being one 
of the Wiſeſt, moſt Political Advant- 
ageous, and Benificial Conceſſions, that 
Was ever made by a Prince. 

And as we have ventured to ſay, 
thatit would be His Majeſties Intereſt, 
not only to concur in, but even frank- 
ly and generouſly, to contribute to this 
or the like National Conſtitution, ſo on 
the other hand, Prudence and Diſcre- 
tion, as well as Duty and Gratitude, 
ought to incline all- thoſe who are or 
ſhall be Well-wiſhers to this Deſign, 
and therewith to their Country, in the 
firſt propoſing, and in the whole pro- 
greſs thereof, to uſe their utmoſt endea- 
vours towards rendering it worthy of 
our Sovereigns Gracious Inclinat ion, 
and Royal Regard, to take care, that 
his Revenue, inſtead of receiving any 
prejudice or Diminution may rather be 
augmented, or at leaſt Increaſe, in pro- 
portion to the good Things His Maje- 
ſty ſhall do, or Graciouſly concur in, 
tor the Retrieving our Company and 
Nation, | 


( 190 ) 

The Natural as well as Political con- 
currence of a Prince, is highly neceſſary 
if not to the being, at leaft to the well. 
being, of ſuch an Infant deſign as this, 
His Majeſties Hearty andCheerfulCoun- 
tenance, and Royal Favour, iscapable 
of giving, great Lite Vigour and Tran- 
quility, to an Affair of this Nature, 
whereas the leaſt coldneſs, or diſſatis- 
faQtion, can hardly fail of having quite 
contrary Effects, This Conſtitution, and 
theſe Deſigns will doubtleſs be incoun- 
tred with many and heavy Diſcourage- 
ments, and Difficulties, but eſpecially 
in their Infancy and Beginnings, and 
if totheſe Natural Obſtacles, which we 
may reaſonably expect, that of a ſtrugle 
in ourConſtitution{hould be added, there 
could be but little hope of good ſucceſs, 
even under better circumſtances of 
things, or Diſpoſitions and Qualifica- 
tions of Men, then we can at preſent 
pretend unto. 

The more things of this nature are 
ſuted and rendered agreeable to all the 
parts of the Conſtitution of a Coun- 
try, the more they may be expected to 
be ſucceſsful durable and happy, but 
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eſpecially, both as Js Matter and Man- 
ner, they ought to be made as acceptable, 
and eaſy to the Prince as poſſible, and not 
ſo much as ſeem to be wrefted from 
him, ſince the leaſt diſcouragement of 
the Sovereign, in ſuch an Afair as this 
will be apt toRecoil,and lye heavy upon 
the Improvement and progreis thereof. 

Therefore, thoſe who would concern 
themſelves to have the Grievances of 
their Country Redreſt, in order to their 
intended Work, ought in the firit place 
and eſpecially to lay afide any thing 
that ſhall but ſeem like Anger, Rancor, 
or Reſentment, ſince theſe Paſions do 
not obly Tranſport Men beyond them- 
ſelves, and deveſt them of their Reaſon 
but the very appearance thereof, gives 
Umbrage to the Jealous, Diſcourage- 
ment to the more unthinking, and op- 
portunitys and Advantages, to the more 


deſigning ſort of Men. 

Tis true in a caſe like that of ours, 
tis no eaſy matter to compoſe the Mind, 
and govern the Paſions, our late unac- 
countable uſage at London at Hamburg, 
and in the Indies, the long palliating 
thereof, and the delay of juſtice here- 


in 
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inare things hardly to be born. But 
whatever the nature of our Treat- 
ment, or the Aggravations may have 
been, the ſenſe we ought to have of our 
preſent Condition, of our Country, of 
Poſterity, Religion, Liberry, and all 
that is, or can be dear to Men or 
Nations, ought to oblige us, in this time 
of our Adverfity, Diſtreſs and Danger 
to have Recourſe to the Dictates of our 
Reaſon, and not to give way to, or in. 
dulge our YPaſſhons, but to Calm and 
compole our Minds, ſo as to become 
capable of adviſing about, and thinking 
a of Remedy or Redreſs. | 

We ought to conſider that as Rage 
and Reaſon, are oppoſite to the nature 
of one another, ſo Revengeful Rent- 
ments and Redreſs alwayes were and 
will ever be inconſiſtant, that by theſe 
means private Men are not only 
brought in danger of lofling their 
Aimes, but evenFrincesand great Men 
of loſing their Crowns and Dignitys,and 
that the true Reaſon, why popular Com- 
plaints and ftrugles, altho* never ſo 
well and juſtly grounded, come ſo ſel- 


dom to good and fo often to a great deal 
| ol 
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V 
of Miſchief, is becauſe Men in ſuch 
caſes are ofrimes more apt, to follow the 


Dictates of their Rage then of their 


Reaſon, and rather inclinable to grati- 


fy their Paſſions and Appetites by the 
way, then heartily to purſue the Pub- 
lick Good they pretend unto, 

In ſuch Times, or on ſuch occaſions, 
the two Extreams the over-cold, and 
the overwam Diſpoſitions of Men, 
ought equally ro be avoided, which 
altho* they appear more different, 
then the Eaſt from the Weſt, yet 
like other Extremitys, they are not only 
apt to beget, but by traverſing of 
Ground, or upon occaſion they are apt 
to be tranformed into one another. 

This is not plainer, or more frequent 
in any thing then in ſtate Affairs, we 
in this Century have ſeen a Forty One 
produce a Sixty One, and that again 
produce an Eighty Fight, we have 
found by experience, that thoſe who 
are violent in every thing will be con- 
ſtant in nothing, and have had Reaſon 
to know that Angry Men are never fit 
for Buſineſs, but leaſt of all in Angry 
times, 

B b How 
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How much then is every good Coun- 


try-men concerned equally to avoid the 
influence of thoſe, who may be for ad- 
journing our preſent Red reſs, and for do- 
ing nothing, or at leaſt nothing to purpoſe 
towards Retrieving the low and diſtreſt 
Circumſtances of our Company and Na- 
tion, and of thoſe who may endeavour to 
diſable us from doing of any thing, by 
perſwading us to graſp at every thing, 
or may be for finding of many Faults, 
and but few Amendments, or who from 
their being for keeping up, and inflam- 
ing the preſent Animoſities and diſcon- 
tents may be averſe to Prudent Moderat 
and healing things: But as theſe who are 
Lovers of their Country, ought on this 
occaſion toendeavour to be of a Mode- 
derate ſedate, and healing temper, fo 


they ought not to be for tampering 


with, and palliating theſe matters, but 
for ſubſtantial and effectual things, and 
ſuch as will be really ſatisfactory to the 
Nation, but eſpecially, that the Trade 
thereof, upon which the Complaints of 
the laſt Five Years have been founded, 
may be fully ſettled, regulated and ſe- 
cured, as being foundamental unto, _ 
tnc 
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ſeems ſtill are able to diſtinguiſh, not 


only between the intereſts of Kingdoms 
ſituate in the ſame Iſland, under the 


ſame King, profeſſing the ſame Reli- 


ion, {peaking the ſame Language, and 
7 the "Difligtion-makery od let 
them, having the ſame Inclinations for 
the Publick and Common Good, but 
even between the Intereſts of Sovereign 
Princes, and their Subjects, and in which 
they have already had ſuch ſucceſs as to 
bring this their Jeſt to good Earneſt, with 
Relation to the Intereſt of Two of our 
Kings, and their Kingdoms, and all 
this within the Memory of Man. 

Our Wiſe and Prudeat Conduct in 
this matter, may be capable of con- 
vinceing the good Subjects of theſe 
Nations, that the Oppoſitions and 
Treatment we have met with, hath not 
only been a ſenſible, and not eaſy to 
be repaired loſs of this, but of theſe 
Kingdoms, and that the influenceing 
part of our Oppoſers at leaſt in this 
caſe, have been no better Country-Men 
of the one Nation then they are of the 
other, 

They may thereby be convinced _ 


( 198 ) 
the preſent as well as ſuture Advan. 
tage, and even neceſſity there 1s of the 
juſt and equal Addition of the Hearts, 
Hands, Civil Intereſt, and Common 
Care of theſe Nations, to this looſe and 
irregular Tye of the Union of the 
Crowns, and by this means, removing 
that Fatal Handle by which Evil Dit- 
poſed Perſons of both Kingdoms, in 
keeping up theſe very Mis-underſtand- 
ings and Animoſities, which it was hop- 
ed the Union of theCrowns would have 
taken away, have been ſo often e- 
nabled, not only to Amuſe and Diſtract 
the People, Clog and Cruſh their Indu- 
ſtry, but not ſeldom to wound and 
greatly indanger the Publick Liberty 
the which hath not been defended from 
their Attempts, nor recovered from their 
Snares from time to time, without a 
vait Expence of Blood and Treaſure 

The National proceedings of our 
Neighbour Kingdom, hath not ſeldom 
been bad Preperatives to us, as ours have 
ſometimes been to them, may we now 
then be ſo happy, as at this time to Act 
like good Patriots, not only of a part, 


but of the whole of theſe Nations, and 
may 
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the only thing capable of furniſhing us 
with Regular Means, and even Diſpo- 
ſitions for all other Reformations. 

We ought not only to begin with 
Trade, as the moſt fundamental to 
us in this Kingdom, and to which 
we have the plaineſt and cleareſt Call, 
but 2s our part of a thing, that at this 
day 1s capable of making greater Alte- 
rations in the World then the Sword, 
and may beſt enable us, to ſtrengthen 
the hands of our King in this dangerous 
time, and put us ina Condition of con- 
tributing our part to the Defence and 
Support of Religion and Liberty, in- 
ſtead of being what our oppreſſors ſeem 
to have deſigned viz. Their Back-Door 
to let in Miſcbief. 

Altho' Heaven and Earth Calls upon 
us at this time, to Defend and Vindicat 
our Rights and Libertys 1n particular, 


and to take effectual care, that this 


Kingdom may be under other and more 
tolerable Circumſtances, with our 
Neighbour Nation in the next Age, 
then it hath been in this, yet the meaſures 
to be taken, even with relation to them 
ought not to be Inflaming, but Healing 

B b 2 ſince 
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ſince we are Embarked in one com 
mon Cauſe, the Defence of Religion 
and Liberty, where every good Subjett 
ought to play his part, let therefore our 
Deportment in this matter be {uch as 
may be capable of convinceing, that 
weare not only in the right in point of 
Fact; but likewiſe in point of Good 
Conduct, and Management 
By this means, we may juſt ly expect 
to convince all the honeſt and unpreju- 
diced part of Mankind, that the 
Duſt raiſed againſt us, and our 
proceedings hath partly, proceeded 
from the unwearied Solicitations of 
Self ſeeking Monopoliſts, u ho common- 
ly meaſure the whole Trade, and extent 
of the Improvement of the Untverſe 
not by the nature of the thing, but by 
their own narrow and Abſtracted No- 
tions, Conceits or Circumſtances, 
and partly from another fort of Men, 
who are wonderful nice, and dexte- 
rous at the making and finding of di- 
ſtinctions where they are not, but 
ſomwhat dull and heavy at finding 
them where they really are. 
Thoſe Men who have been, and it 
| ſeems 


8 
may the proceedings of our preſent 
Parliament, be ſuch as may render us 
eaſy at Home, and Honoured and Re- 
{pected Abroad. 

May this Parliament, who underHis 
Majeſties Gracious Influence,uſhered in 
the Bleſſings of the lateGloriousRevolu- 
tion, thoſe happy Inſtruments of Reſtor- 
ing ourChurch, the moſt valuablePledge 
of theCivil, as well as of theReligiousLi- 
bertys of this Nation, they who have put 
us into a Condition, not only of Com- 
plaining when Injured, but even of Re- 
dreſſing of Grivances in a Legal way. 

May they in concurrence with His 


Majeſties Gracious Intentions, put 


the Trade and Induftry of this King- 
dom, on a proſperous and ſucceſsful 
Foot, may they be bleſt and Ho- 
noured with laying the top ſtone,and fi- 
niſhing that Glorious Work ſo happily 
begun, ſo as for ever hereafter, to Merit 
the Name of the Prudent, the Wile, 
the Healing and Happy Parliamenr. 
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